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(PREFACE | 


4»- STI FY 


'Pious Reader; 24.3 
Ow are here weſeniel ih fade 1 
ly Life of Gregory L« I 
lively pattern in theſe. 


times of the Solitade Nerd 
ons and Mortifications , of the ancrent 


Hermites, Before which Ithought it ne- 


ceſſery tg give you @ ſhore Charatter of the 


Perſon, as 0 twothief prattites "f bis life 

his 7 Nod Nas es : 

that ſe fothe f, ollowin WK Relation, in which ſe- | 

veral Kew 0s "- the firff appearance 

feera to you ke dh et mght be rendret 

more intelligible leſs ſs ſarpr prizang.. 
ot bere, this: 4 Tong 2 Man, who, ihe 


bib ons 


EE from thente "by bis Parehti 
made a / hrgndls Page 3 the Spat 
Court ; But there. a” 
J felf, in whatevtr eXterroler 
Continual Mental 298 oh," # 


twenty years 


The Preface. 


Ea-2*. per be bad firſt, with Pr. Jer, and Faſt 
= *.4:g 4 whole Lent together only ' with 
Bread Water, implored the Divine 
diretts what way he might beſt ſerve, H 

”. an ly devote himſelf to his Heavenly P* 

| TR” he GY himſelf into the 
remoteft parts inhabited by the Spaniards, } 
aud there in a Deſert built himſelf a Cell, | 
lying on the ground. with only 4 Sheep-ahin YE 
or two under him makin » during bis whole | ” 
life, only one meale a aay, and in his for- F 
mer times eating no fleſh, but felling on b 
wild fruits and. herbs ( among ft -which in wi 
7 Purſiane and Wild Quinces 
& vu Por 79 aiet) and is We 
\. nyo, thout aching} 7 
one: -but as God Py The vi ift of x he 
or many times alſo of the wild wi 


time to time made -oViſion 


or te 


this of « of 


| Farrora 


| Foe m ifo ſpon day y wx! P! 
never not aſleep, in Prayer, fie 
4s 


Wherein alſo he, choſe for his firſt Exer. 
ciſe only wh words 0 the Lord's Prayer 
be? Fiat voluntas tua , ficut in clo, & in 
NE terra, Thy wilhþe done, as in Heavdn [v 
on Earth - Amen, Jeſus. By which uh 

be ered the DivineGracs ,i*nallt oc . th 


both to-do, atid We ir, God's ; H 
| MO tan ch in,& on, mn br 7 


Þ an entire reſignation of. himſelf to it ; and © 
h- LY by Him Er þ $4 of it; Tow | 
ing | «s God's will alſo is done in Heaven by the, 
ve, | Holy Angels he Citizens thereof; in theix 
uly punttual N oade there, to all his Com- : 
be 1ands, Plal.:102, - Which prattice hecon- * 
tinued for the three firſt years, of his retire- | 
ment, repeating theſe words mentally, at. e- 
bin | 97) reſprration, or taking of his breath "he 
ole | whatever other neceſſary exteriour ermploy- 
oy 1147t at ſome times might happen to detain Q 
;f bim: there being indeed no external attion, - 
whether common or alſo ſacred, as reading 
+: the Scriptures, or piovs Books, but that 
4 well conſeſteth with internal | 
Prayer : ( As Nehemiah's . Neh. 2.45 « F 
heart was lift up in Prayer £4 
whilſt he made his addreſſes to King Aly © 
ſuerus): 4nd 'the Apoſtle's Precepr of 
praying always, with much care and re- _ 
flef10n, may be dbſerved in 4 literal ſenſe : uy Tf 
& alſo we read of ſeveral Szifits that had 8 
attained by cuſtome to aperpetual ſenſe of > 
God's Preſence, and converſe with him, in oY 
the tranſattion of their muſt ſeriome ſecular - 
MY affairs: And the Angels or Seraphims, 

I that had no reſt night or - from ſaying,” - _ 
Holy, Holy,Holy,{ Apocal.4.8. Per: Fo 
nor bereby excluded from all other offices x. 
-> ld .. - 
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ce, ' Bathere' we may well conceive” 

this Devotion of Gregory'onn always pex-' 
formed with the ſame degree of attention' 
and application of mind , but admitting 
forme remiſſion, as accompanied. with orher- 
neceſſary ations, or alſo recrtations : And 
again; that the recital of theſe words, af 
rer a carftome and habit” thereof, betame 
muth more eafy, eater! aur [chap. 26. 
and ſoreadily recurred to his mind, that it &*' 
would have bin the greater difficulty to for- } 
bear them :-a5 things accuſtomed run in ous* 
fancy, when we would chaſe them out of it * 
und as we ſee a Muſician's fingers after 
long prattice, even whilſt he diſtonrſeth,'td 
play-on the fame tune , and obſerve all the 
Jame its accuſtomed ſtops and motions. Nor 
will be wonder at ſuch an boly exerciſe, its 
not _ totally extruded or intertepted by 

» other attions, who well confiders the flirangs 
agility ard volatileneſs of the Mind, and 
how bard a thing it 1s to think ſteadily on, }, 
one thing only at once; And he that ob- 
ferves the great-induſtry one, muth ericum- 
bred with ſeoulay affairs, muſt uſe to per- 

fora his devotions without other thaughrs * 

intruding and mole ſting them, may appre- 

| hetid the ſame difficulty of one much pratti- 

WE 0b. ed ih devotions to tranſatt other affairs 

>.  S$ithout a.nixture of theſe, Tet ,in this ", 1. 
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I balzly Was he ſaith; he Wwe. nor 
: free from navy terrible T exyptathens { nod- 
fon” of them, we may ſuppoſe, from. tbe con- 
cpyemreys of he Fleſu, w fuch 4 roftremt 
bis narure from tits CONLORLS'; Aud por- 
_ others yet Ae pber from 
f- Satan, ( Lack 45 . Bath = Chi 
ove well experienced 
X 7 this way, mentions t0 his 
 5t & Scholar Chilo, when defigning ſuch 4 re- 
or Þ torement }, as the Uſeleſneſs of ſuch a life 
1 for the common Good, or Vain-glory in the 
7 >} fongudarity of it ; Curioſity far news, and 
ex | the krowing of 5rpertinencies already for- 
to | ſaken; Pk fm. 5 in his purpoſe; D: of 
he }| of ſubſiſtence, and the lrg; ] which, he - 
or | favth, chnefiy aſſaulted Fn an 1072 
ts | of bis attention go his Prayer, and (hut his 
by | doing the ſame thing with @ greater fer- 
rs | vour of ſpirit and devorion was bis beſt and 
| ſual remedy for repelling them, 
nf, His Three firſt Years ſpent jn this Ex: 
2 | erciſe, he advanceth to another, wherem 
»- | this Voluntas Dei i compleated; A wy 
| P*tnal Act or Exerciſe of Love: the 
xs Þ ing of God with all his mind, all his foul. 
all his rength ; and his Neighbour j | 
the ſame manner as himſelf ; (which zs 
j the ſummof God's Law & of his Will) ; 
J.4 1 Exerciſe never varied « declined from, $ 
4 hn 


- 
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. till the day of his death ;\and which 4% of Þ bi 
Love always accompanied whatever hisÞ ho 
other exterionr or interiour attions: his for-Y H 
mr Mental Words being now more ſublim-|l| fr 
ed ento Aﬀettions, which he vented in conÞ ce 
tenual Doxologies to. God ; in Prayers and 
Interceſſions for his Ghiurch , for the Con+ 
verſion of rhe World to'the true Faith, and 
of Sinners to an holy Life; as alſo forthe 
Particular rebief of thoſe perſons who de-/ 
Clary] to bim their zec LES, As VETY M1 
*Pon experience had of the efficacy of hss 

*P rayeri came , in'therr diſtreſs, to deſire 

them, The effeftrve expreſſions he uf#d'ivh 
Theſe Exerciſes, he ſaid,” were uſually ſuch 
_ 45 thoſe of the Plalmiſt----Praiſe the Lord 
all ye Nations, praiſe him all ye peo-. 
ples---Bleſs the Lord all ye works of the 
Lord ; praiſe him, and glorify him. for 
Ever.---Let all the carth adore and bleſs 
thee, Q Lord: | | 

" This Exerciſe of Love he continued, 
when alone, in deep ſilence (ſaith Father 
ofa,” 4 Conſtant obſerver of his daily 

pr attige for the” ſex laft years of his life, ) 
al the day (never enttrtaining fleep in the” 
day time, thoagh in ſo bot a Climate ) and 
all the ; mght, except ſome part thertf} 
whith, by reaſon 'of his great abſtinence; 
as only ſome few hoxrs, wherezn be tvoR, 
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I range operation of them 


bis reſt, after having ſpent ſonie part of an 
hour each morning\ m-the reading of the, 
Holy Scriptures: (which he had, by the. 


frequency of reading them, and a moſt EX 


and in the words of which 
he (like our Lord\|) 1ma- 
ny tymes, returned his at- 
ſwers, and advices with a 


gellent. Memory, :as it were all 'by heart; 


uponmhis Conſulters) : Ne- - I SEIEL® 
ver uſing any Candle-light , nor. baving. 


'Þ bis Head covered; without! walking. a+ 


broad, .or taking the wonted pleaſutes; of 
Solitude, the Proſpett of a fiowry Field, 
#'brauriful Wood ,' a Cryſtal ſtream; or ſo. 
much as ſuffering himſelf. tro deſcend ints a. 
pleaſant Garden m__— tothe Houſe he. 
lived in. And in this Exerciſe he remains 
ed: ſo _ and conſtant, as, when asked 
what he would do to . prepare himſelf. for: 
Death ; or in the alfa of ſome ſtrong. 
Temptation ; or, if. he were a Prieft," for. 
faying Maſs ; he anſwered, the ſame, and__ 


 #«thing more than that whichthe then did : 


for that he was then attually giving ra God 
all be had.;” And more he could not;g1ve, 
unleſs of his mercy be beſtowed it on him : 
And in-his laſt ſickneſs, demanded, whe- 


ok; 4 ther his pains: did not a little diſtratt his 
, * x} ; Ix." = ; - 2s” | 


mind 


hs ah FRIES 
m3... 
*. be k 


4 + 


ag IE-: '] 
mind from this his Exerciſe, ht « 
ni un punto, ot 4 jot.  {n bis reces 
2 (it and confer with bim, the ſame Exer 
Ciſe Was ſtall continued; be much 


mmending the prattice of Nehemiah, praying 


ro God, as he ſpakg to the King; and 


the Macchabees, fighting and praying 
And, on all ntceſſary occaſions of dais 
&, | aſſiſtance, 
he more willingly betook, bimſelf to Prayer, 

than to other external means, ſaying ;It h 


Neighbour that required aid & 


was better, to negociate with God, thai 
' with Men : (God, who we are ſure can da 
our buſineſs effettnally;, and who in all our 
needs expetts to be ſolicited : ) and, as ta 
d:ſcourſng with others even retnal 
pI Tho It was better Tk 
with God, than of him. | 
Ont of the ſame habit" of Prayer ordina 
rily the Diſcourſe that paſſed at his Meals, 


and in common Conver|ation, if not Spirh» 
tual, he ſpiritualized unto himſelf, and & 
levated it to ſuch an higher ſenſe, as nou- 
7#ſhed bis Devotion, and afforded matter 


of Doxology, or Prayer ;, of which you may © 


ſee many anſtances in the F ifteenth and 
© -T wenty-erght ray Nui of his Life, fol- 


lowing herein the frequent example of onr 


Lord; whe, when the Samaritan Wontun 


WAS 


nfwered: 
thoſe that came te 


Par tn fr 


9, 
vſc« 
he $ 
hat 
ollo 
hat 


ax 
Blo« 
oft 
al j 
WAS 


pho 
on tl 
the. 
the 

told 


fron 


to Ci 


the 


how 


The Preface, - 

eadpas ſpraking of the water of Jacob's Well, — © 
£8iſconrſed to her concerning the water of 4 

*eFthe Spirit, #n his power ro beſtow on:thoſe+ 

hat ask#t of him - and, from the People's 

whifolowing him for Corporal food, took. an 
Epcrafion ro difconrſe # their ſeeking after 

hat Bread that would never periſh 3 and 

*bf the: Living Bread of his Body and 

« Blood exhibited in the Euchariſt - Upon 

peſtoring to the Man born-blind his Corpo- 

» þ'«l ſiphr, preached to his Auditors how Ht 

It fas the trac Light of the World whom 

ani hyho 0 nts not wathed in darkneſs + Up-* 

de Jon the Few's powring out mb th ie from ' 

ur [the Fountain of Sitoah, and offering . it on 

ta lthe Altar m the Feaſt of Tabernacles , 

al [old them that the Living Waters flowed' 

k from him ; inviting all that were athir ſt 

+ Jto come and drink_fretly of them : Upon 

4+ [the Few's aſſerting of their freedom, as be- 

ts [ing the Children of Abraham , d:ſconrfed 

4= ofthe Spiritu'l Bondage all wicked men, 

& | however deſcended, or of whatever viſible - 

K' | Churcb'members, ſuffered under Sin; and 

fr | that all ſuch were the Children. of their Fa- 

ly I ther the Devil. $0, upon Thomas's curi- 

id. | ous Enquiry after the way and the place 

[= | whither our Lord:ſaid he was to go ſhortly, 

 1Jo. 14. 5. Anſwered him. That He him- 

n 1 /e/f was the Way ; And, that none could 


come, 


_ Ph 
+ 


F come, or be admitted, to the Father, but b1d 
"2 and. through him, And , upon Philip's$9 
again, deſiring , that be would only ſheyſit#« 
the Father to them and this would ſatisfffQ 
them, Anſwered bin ; that He was 11, thpert! 
Father, and the. Father i# him ; and that? 
the wortls and works he ſpaks and did mergſeve 
thoſe of: his Father ; and that in the ongſfree! 
they ſaw the other , framing. a Reply fort 

ation, where the Requeſt reliſhed ofÞSi1c 
Curioſity. Thus alſo Gregory imitatingpe«/ 
this preat _ purified all he ſpaky, ; orf® 
heard, and ſublimed it into Devotion,” and(#"4 
HMed;tation of Heavenly things. Weſs 
This his continual Interiowr Employ-|Þ1m 
ment made him alſo ſo great a lover of Si-lſ0, 
lence, as he became a moſt exatt obſerver mg 
ef it all his life : and, upon a certaiz ec-I0),- 
caſror, be told Father Loſa , that for two {ſuc 
year's ſpace he ſealed up his mouth withoug | len: 
ſpeaking more than to ſalute his Hoſt or [ter 

Emertatner , whom he ſaw only once mm ſac 
four and twenty hours. And the ſame Fa-| 
ther Loſa affirms, that in all the time he [ 

lived with him, though watching him very 

#arrowly,he never beard him ſpeak.an idle 
that ts, as he explains it, 4 needleſs word, 
Uper the ſame conſtant internal entertaih-+,| 
ament of his Mind, when any came to viſit | Te 

bim, among which were ſeueral Noblemen. 2 


ARE 


';/D, 1 
v7 % 


ut bd Biſhops," he. continued © ſilent, ' even 
ip's4h0#g9 the diſcourſe happened to be cf ſps 
h, tual matters, unleſs he. were asked ſome 
rs flo neſtion, and that alſo thought by bing 
; thertinent ; or, where ſeemed. to him ſome 
thathpanifeſt neceſſity (yer of which be was a 
wergevere Fudge) in which caſes he ſpakt very 
 ongffreely. See Chapter the Eighteenth of bis 
forſLife, and Chapter the Tenth. Of which 
d ofSilence he pave Father Loſa one rime this 
tngpeaſung that, after he had betakenbimſelf 
oro Solirnude, be accounted all men better 
end#nd wiſer than himſelf ; andtherefuregen« 
Weſs asked, never counſelled ary, nor made 
loy-[himſelf a Maſter to others. Therefore al- 
SiIſo, though well ſeen in all ſorts of Learn- 
ver |mg, Divine, and Humane, ( of whith mort 
ec=hby,and by) yet, whilſt others d:ſconrſed on. . 
wo] ſuch ſubjefts in his preſence, he ee ſe- 
our | lent,/and as' one ignorant; and, axed af- 
' or | terward by F. Loſa, why, ſo well «killtd its 
in| ſuch a matter, he mingled not itt the diſ- 
Fa-|conrſe, be anſwered, that He ſpake not | 
he | what he knew, but what was neceflary. 
cry | And,in another Religious Mant's 'comp 


{le that diſconrſed much. and' eloquently on # 
rd, | roms ſubjett, whewhe had ſate a long time 
he, ws t, being aiked after his departure the 


oo: That per ſon was more 
', than by Speaking. And 


fe 
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as, that the example of ſuch bis , | 
hes great eral of fu bis Vi 

vers, making them reflett on their own li 
and begat much reverence rowa 

oy Sole fromumeees of kins thee by 
his great abilities : though with others 
ruth diminiſhed bis reputation for a ti 
whe upon his fame expetting great matter 
and entertained with ſilence, accounted hi 
a Fool : Knowledge being a treaſure i of 
rar-ly concealed, that thoſe, who do naſ®# 


ſhewir, are judged not to o poſſeſs Its 
thing well kpown to him ;; is 4 Ador 


tification, and maſtery of Conſul be 
rejoyced in. And; upon the frequen 


T 
ſervation thereof, be being asked , Hen 
one could attain ſo eaſily to hide and cox 
ceale thoſe Graces, Vertues,and govd parity 
God had given him, he anſi wered, 
ſuch a thing wasnot hard to one that ha 
a lively Faith. For,if a mancertainly 
lieves, that whatever vertues he 9 + are 
| een. in-the Court of Heaven, what wil 
tacha one.cegard their not bein 
_ in. the Village of this World { 
Form his own Behaviour. ſatable to bi 
Faith, \the Village rH Werld barb bs 
.the wands as of his true \ 
aud Clriftian Perfettion | 
Thus much of Gregory's admire 


: —- * SUSE £4 peg 5 


;; If ſervation of Sitence, and living in a comti- - ©) 
Vifg wr of Prayer, and the Love of God; 3 
n 14 which things yer are not Jo ſtrifily to be an- 

nd derftood, as. that he ſpent nor ſome Hizene 4s 

ef} 41 were for his recreation, but in order alſo 
$0 God's, and his Neighbour's, Service, 
mh 4 ſeveral ſorts of Divine and Humane 
Learning, For, we read in 
al #15 Relation of "bs deeb tf tCh8.10. 
| hoe great amid 16. _ _ 
m he Ealalica in that 
of rhe ſeveral Orders of Religious, their 
S-Founders, «nd Progreſs : Of his accurate 
I kill im Geography, Anatomy, Phyſick 3 

that he bad great judgment in the proper- 

ties and natxral vertue of Herbs; that be 
th was well read im the M ical Theologilts, 

af Thaulerus azd others ; and in __ 
ad Lives, «nd other Spiritual Books. 

Books, beſides that —_ he Aug oe | 
| Ar ed in Spain, ly were: Communt- 
wi Ton to bum by bo charitable Hoſts in 

ok: was entertained ; they 

' perſons , and one of thern « 
/ bo 2 whefs ba 2 he loved ——_ 
 loff{ Tears; Hebes yo; Garry with «moſt 

1 #dairahle M \. charged with no Se- 


Fra | rele ofars, arab 5, nor muddicd and 
e ob: yer of 4 groſs, com- 
777] pounded 


/ 


' . 


ounded; or nb eompene I 7, 
bis Mentorybinſef ſaid, that ; Of * Lav 
Forgot any thing that with ' care -he com 
"mitted" to \it/);* and with a moſt hay 
Wit; 4nd clear Judgmenit, 4s appears e 
very where by-his prudent. Anſwers 5 and 
by the help'of theſe, - rending, Books witl 

great celerity & ſpeed;ſorhat Father Lol; 
ſaith of hin, that he read over a Book:t 
ten Hours, which woutel have held. ans 

. thera Mohtth; and that in about ti pens 
Hours be read over: St. Tereſa, 

ive 4 ready actount of \any. parFiowar 
therein : and laſtly, by bis perperual Se ie Wy 
'tude/and-Silence; + Sr all his tame "roy. 
himſelf; - having lived thus for TweneyM | 
"nine Years af thr his leauing Spain, fey 
Father Loſa dwelt/with him... > - .. 

"We read alfo there,/that, being. requiſt- 
by by a- learned Divine: upon ſome Ja he _ 
rencewath. him; he 'writ an. Expoſutton' 
"the Apocalypſe ; mace. 4 Chronology.or 
: Fore wuf- Times from: the. Creation: = 
- Clement wy E joy ita rv 1, 
x Hiſtories. e read, a Summary of t 
Faith Pave; Col ms; Converſions of -Na-j - ie 
hy ' a Globeugrd « Map made] 
ao own bands quite Zookiaf Bly 
containing many. Expetiments, andxe- [- bi 
hone: Jann procurablt byoor proplayed © iſſ 


| | 
-% 
fr | 
; Wy - | 
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ſpining eral Oaelinir cf Simple | 
md Compounds :, writ NMeduations on 
x Life and Death o; cr Saviour, . ad 
our Bleſſed Lady his Mother: writ 
any hands ft hnealarhy well: And, as to 
e Corporal Employments alſo, that he 
Br out and made all bis own Cloathes, fit-, 
ing them better than others could for. his 
rmities; excepting his Hat, and Shoes 5 
nd alſo waſhed them himſelf ; that, in his. 
ir ſt beginnings ſo full of fervour, he ſpent. 
ame tame in dig ging, planting with herbs, 
| os otherwiſe cultivating, a little. Garden 
pdjoyning to his Cell; yet dong theſe 
wings ſtill with a mental Fiat voluntas #. 
bis heart never emitted : And,aficr Father 
Loſa,s ſojourning with him, that after 


> : 
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: heir Meal either be ts Father Lofa,or F. 
 JLoſa rt him read ſome pious Book; and. 


E hen it was, that this his Companion ad- 


[ wred bis ſwift reading over $, Tereſa's, 
:a ſome other, Books, , Communicated to 
Þim, 1 ſuppoſe,out of Father Loſa' sLibrary; 
Wor he had none of his own.  ; Beſides, the 
wel | Afternoon-V, fits ſo frequent by;made to bim 
Fi [7 perſons of all condititns, Laicks, Reli-. 
| prons, Biſhops , and the chiefeſt Secular . 
"RF Governouys, to whom ht freely at all times 
wn | xbibited his ſervice, axe to be eſteemed re- ** 
niſi ons of his Contemplation ; and ( be... 


EST _ ſider 


" 
. "7X wm 


fits that of his Daily Interceſſions) FF - 
have bin very beneficial Chariti's to Miffproct 
Neighbour in the Spiritual Azvi: es Mor 
gaye them, frequently experimented verſDev 
facceſsful. Wes _ 
So that Gregory's Life, like that atſthin, 
of the "Ancient Hermites , was a AMoxihne'e 
Life, not all Contemplatrue, and Prayer 
but divided as it were between God a4 
his Neighbour, (though mmch the greats 
t God's, contrary to the common lives 0 
ethers) : and his Studies and reading 
Books may anſwer to their Corporal Lai 
bour mixt with their Devotions ; and bil 
making Globes or Maps to their makintÞSpn 
Hurdtes and Batkets, AR this then heygyeer® 
faid ſhews fome intermiſſions and relaxati=foc 
ons (allowed alſs by him Chap. 19.) of|Gv 
his mind from that heighth of Contemplasſthe 
reve Prayer which he »ſed at other times Mito t 
Though ſome inferiour degree of ſuch Can-W"'$ 
remplation may be ſaid to accompany copti-Wf 
meally whatever other bis employmenrs, Wo * 
And with this I thought fit to pre-acquaint thi 
the Deveut Reader more at large, leſt he bs 
ſhould apprebend, that in the following Re- 
lation, to make things ſeem the more admi- 
rable, they are repreſented ſuch as are in- 
poſſible 5 and ſhould be diſtourazed from Wt! 
believing ſuch a manner of life euher imi- 
table, or true, From 


) i - Frem Holy Gregory's Devotions, 4 
roceed io the other thing I named', bis 
+ Mortifications, #irft then ; in theſe his 
ver Devotions it was bis cuſtom to tranſatt all 
Kings mrernally without ſuffering any 
thing. outwardly to appear, unleſs it were 
kneeling, before his infirmities hyz#dred it - 
He uttered no Groansor Sighs, though he 
ſaid, he ſighed and groancd almoſt s 
houſfand times a day, and was almoſt con- 
s offi 1»a/ly talking with God mentally ; he 
 offSfhed no Tears ; did not lift up his Eyes, or 
hold up bis Hands, or bear his Breaſt, 
whilſt others in his- preſence diſconrſed of 
im#QSpiritual matters bimſclf kept Sulente, per- 
rermrng, 45 he ſaid , many that tiked of 
God. more for love of themſelves, than of 
EGod. | Having received im his beginning 
Athe Grft of Tears, he perrtioned cur Loyd 
es Mito take them away, (and. was heard ) be- 
ing afraid to expoſe bimſelf to the danger 
of adhering with his Will and ;ffettrong 
to any Speretual Corfolation 51. ©: 10 ſors 
Fthing befides God :+ He kept a ware} over 
bis own Nature, as his Enemy; allowed, 
Yer no coment ever in Spiritual things, of 
= Bhich he could hinder ber; denied ber e- 
Buery thing be percerved ber to love ;; and, 
Boring azhed, Why he dealt ſo ſeverely with 
- Yer, he anſwered, Becauſe he had found: 
| Pa 2] hot” 
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her falſe and treacherous* unto hj 
T his prudent Man diſcovered, that in # 
ny compoſition made with hey ſhg did ov 
reach us, and that it was ſafer quite | 
wean her from, than ts moderate, her dt 
fre; and much eaſier to deny her all, th 
to grant ſome, and deny her the reſt. 
For this cauſe, he alſo concealed wh 
paſſed in his Interioug from the knowled 
of others, to ftop all entrance of Vain-gts 
ento his Soul, and knowing how apt N 
ture is out of every thing to extratt Self 
love. For this, when asked alſo abo 
his Parentage and Kindred (ſuppoſed 
be Noble, from the great civility, gentil per 
neſs, and confidence obſerved wm his beh ſer 
v10nr, when treating with Perſons of Qua t** 
lity) be ſaid, What mattered that ? x ts 
were they ever known; nor he ſuppoſed 
bear their right Name, For this, 
often changed alſo his' Abode, when he bt 
gan tobe much eſteemed,. or well-treated 
putting Nature frequently to he# ſhifts,a 
reducing her to her former neceſſities 
whilſt the Divine Providence alſo by thi 
Communicated to more places the benefits « 
his Santtity, and good Example, Fo q 
this, be ſate ſilent and attentive as a Lear f 
ner, when others in bis company ſpaks of $ 


Divine matters; and ,. after ſo mud © 
þ readin fo 
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&r cading and ſtudy, deſired to ſeem 4 perſon 
of no Bdehfandos ; and m general bare 
a great affettion to Silence, as being one 
Ref the greateſt Mortifications Natyre can 
ſuffer, and the certain cure of a thouſand 
overſights, ſhe would ſtill be making, in 
exalting ber ſelf , or detraffing from 0- 
Þ thers ; and thus con wn, her as it were 
"f nto Solitude the beloved Compamon of 
Silence : For, who ſaith nothing, what 

i doth be in company ? For this, '* woul 1 
not ſuffer himſelf ro premeditate or compoſe 
what he was to ſay, before-hand,thereby to 
perform it the more plauſibly ; having ob- 
ſerved kimpelf formerly croſſed and d:ſap- 
poimed when he had ſuch a deſign, For 
Þ this, in any Favour done by him to his 
Ne:ghbours he much deſired, that God a« 
lone, not he, neither im whole, nor in part, 
J might bave the thanks : and therefore, 
when ſome Spiritual Perfons ( ſaith Father 
JF Loſa)went to him to propoſe their doubrs,he 
ſomtimes did not anſwer them himſelf, but 
j requeſted of our Lordto reſolve them im- 
| mediatly unto them : and had his requeſt 
J granted him, ſee Chap. 15. For this, 
| Fo had an averſion to Viſits, for the Vain- 


I glory that might lurk in them, (though ne- 
"Mt ver refuſed any) eſpecially of Great Per- 
ſons, apd, after ſome time, humbly re- 
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queſted the Viceroy (who much loved, and 
'was loved by, him) to ferbear them. Tu 
keep Nature alſo 1be lower, he would not, 
» {offer her to take the common pleaſures of 
. Aire, Water, Earth, afforded to all the 
Creatures, not ſo mitth as that of a Gar: Al. 
den joyning to his Houſe; and, when help, 
was in Mexico , departed 'thence before yet 
day, that ſhetnight not pleaſe her ſelf wthVyig 
the fair Buildings, and other Ornaments 
thereof ; uſing all art, as he ſaid, that no- ebo 
thing of the Creature (as much ashe could}, | 
prevent it ) might enter into his heagt, that pla 
God might wholly poſſeſs it ; and Carrying 
bimfelf as if he were far abque, or far be- 
low, any entertainment this World could 
give him in any kind. His Infirmities 
were very {reat and frequent vn his latter 
times, perhaps by reaſon of the crudities of | hp 
his Herbe-and Fruu- Dit in bis for-l p, / 
zer ; eſpecially the Colick ; and he made 
his one Meale 4 day with as much pain, at be 
others do, oleaſtre. nat able to ſwallow a js 
bit of - Bread utleſs moiſtened with ſome- Pre 
thing liquid ; and. yet he never diſcovered 
to: others,' nor to bis Companion bys pains, 
or maladies, ter eaſed Nature a lutle with fy, 
' complaining, or talking of them, or akin 
remedies fur them, but. as his loaks avid 
weakneſs betrayed them, and others queſtls Di 
ening made him confeſy them. < Acai 
is 8h BIR bu? . 
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| Again, he exerciſed her in ſuch a. ſin; 
{gvlar way of Poverty, as theugh he kad 
f reſerved nothing of his own, leſt bus Flijh 
might perhaps abuſe #t to intemperance z 
| and had diſtributed that which he bad in 
I Alms at his arrival in the Weit-Indies to 
YU the value of about eight hundred Crowns, 
yet, depending wholly on the Divine Pro- 
"| vidence, he never aiked any thing of any: 
I perſon im what-ever his neceſſity, and 
though it were where he was not known for 
4 F-gor man; in his journeys from pl ace to 
UP place, taking his reſt at mght withouz 
| wiitualt or lodging, unleſs by any on their 
ew accord, offered him ;" and ſo it was, 
| that in a convenient time (though not with- 
out ſome ſufferings) God ſtill provided theſe 
that, unſued-to by him; in all places, whi- 
0]. I ther he came, entertained and ſupplied him, 
07 It ſeemg his ſtrong Faith in God eaſily ob- 
tained of his Heavenly Majeſty whatever 
[he wanted : and the ſecuruty and confi- 
dence, which by this Faith he had in ſuch 
Providence cauſed ſuch an extraor dinary 
4 I reſolution : yet iz this, wherein he was ſin- 
"1 gular, he bothisdmitted and commenaed 
tbe contrary prattice of others that are en 
want, «s well ſting, be ſaid, to Them, but 
* þ vt to Him. But, beſides thns, whereas 
"6h Diet, Lodging, #nd Cloaths , are the 
"I Hobe. ſ a 4 ] 4 here 
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three great Neceſſaries for Man's ſubſWCav 
fence; For the firſt of theſe,” Diet, he Two 
Tong Man might conceive that in ſuch#An 
Southern Climate, where the hotter Sula 
wakes a better coucottion of ſuch food, anlints 
Nature is more prodigal of many of bhephe 
good things growing of themſelves abroalſy;m 
without any caltivation or husbandryl ans 
"upht conceive 1 ſay, that ſuch ſuſten 
thongh ' not delicate, yet ſo nutritive, Aw 
would ſerve his turn, might be found in thi ma; 
fields or woods, or in a garden planted th har 
him ;, as indeed it was, And though thilpg 
afterward, proved hurtful to his weaktem| he 
fer,yet ſuch attempt of his 1 think_, cannd yq 
be accuſed of temerity;ſmce with ſuch a ſi gi 
ple, and cole, a dthe primitive Diet, 
ny in'the like Solitude have arrived to | ;h, 
very old age ; and the Hermites wer y; 
moſtly, long-liv'd. $.' Paul the Hermitf v2 
attained to an hundred +and thirteen yearſ le; 
and S. Antony to. an hundred and. five Sr 
And ſince alſo, when a ſickneſs or diftemſ x1, 
per happens fer afing ſuch diet, it «5 1 ſo 
certath concluſion, (that this Diet 3s tl as 
Lauſe, and not ſome ether accident : Nol (c 
thdt What at the firſt fome way diſorders ky 
may lth cuſtome be rendred more dþ +; 
zeſtubl r#7d nutritive, For the ſecond ;, 
Lodging, it was eafie either ro find 
» 750k het I EO 4 WS Cal 
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[ub ave, or Grott, or build an Hovel,' and 
he Two Sheep- shins ſerved him«for 'a Bed. 
uch@And, for the third, Apparel', *when hu 
r SMHabit was worne out, be might put himſelf 
, Minto ſome Man's Service, till he paimed 
of belyherewithall to buy another; as ſeutral 
oa times at fir ſt, when none given him, he did ;; 
dryland with a Month or two's labour ceuld 
nandyain ſuch a coarſe one as he wore, being his 
e, Aown Taylor. Such grounds As the A- 
n til mang others this Holy Yong man might 
have of a ſelf-ſufficing, and non-mendicant 
Poverty, and ſuch as he tntended ſhould 
tem be no way burdenſome to his Neighbours ; 
nor , beg another man's, after he had 
rven away his own, IT 
[1 do not Jy here but that in ſome of 
theſe things this Holy Man at he firſt 
4 wicht commit ſome exceſs,” 'and be too ſe- 
vere to himſelf; bur there ts ſuch a 'vio- 
lent Concupiſence, (I ſay not of the Holy 
| Spirit always, but ſometimes of the Supe- 
riour Nature 07 faculties of thoſe Fer- 
ſorts, who 'bave taſted much, of the Spirit, ) 
againſt the Fleſh, as doth equal or tran- 
ſcend thats others,of theFleſhagainſt the 
Spirit ;, fo that they think they bave hever 
enough mortified this" their Enemy that 
4 runes ſo many Souls, ſo as perfetty t0 de- 
' roy the roots of ſin in her , and therefore 
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fomtimes they may maks in this way ſome 6 het 
ver-ſights and exceedings, which the ſam / : 
&oly Spirit afterwardin good time modeF"<) 
rates and rettifies, But, how few are tha 
faulty in this kin'; and how apt is thy 
. World to blame thoſe things for faults that 
- pary from common prattice, though indeedF 
ſmgular exccllencies ? } | 

- Laſtly; It was his cuſtome to take any 

one's part againſt himſelf : when any ſpakeP®- 

tt of him he not only excuſed not hamelf , eal 

but always excuſed them,earneſftly, and con-'** 
fantly; firſt, as to their intention, always [4 
preſumed good ; and then,as to the f att too, **4 
the beſt he could ; ſaying that he humſelf, 
ſeeing or hearing wha# they did, ſhould} 
have ſpoken ſo tov + and preſently cancglted Ho 
the memory of any ſuch tmjury done him ns 
wh ſaying, God forbid, that ke ſhould ſtin 
diſtract his ſouk with thinking there- J" 
on » 
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He ever ſpaks well of ſerving God in 14 
ways lawfut,though different from his own [1 * 
faying alſo, that Goa was mach delighted N*&". 
with variety of< Spirits; and that theſe I® 
were & great Ornament of his Holy Jeru- 1* 
ſalem, He uſed nothing fingular in the wh, 
falhion, or matter, of ns Habit. He was. Eli 
2 great defender of «ll Religious Orders; Th 
45 alſo of all Governours and peri, | 
: wen 
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we ap ben their Subjefts in bis hearing ſpake #- 
ny thing to their diſhonour : ſaying, If. 
06 hey were in their place, they might 
{poſſibly not do ſo welt: Or, What good 
;he@oth ſuch a ſpeech here ? Or, That they 
bar fbould tell Them ſo, not Him : Or, That 
J-edhey durit not ſay any thing in Their 
preſence : or the like, And be ſpake ill of 
any man himſelf, Heathen, or Heretich : 
kept, 17 mentioning Vices or faults, con- 
ealed Perſons. All theſe things being 
oreat affronts and diſguſts to our Corrupted 
Nature, well pleaſed to depreſs athers, to 
exalt our ſelves. 


uldl Sch were the Mortifications of this 
ted [Holy Man, and fo continued his Devoti- 
\im (ons, #1 great Solitude, Silence, and Ab- 
1g Iſtinence. A life , which, if not very 
-e- [ch to be commended and admired, that 
thts trod not only the World, but Himſelf, 
in (under his feet, without any ſignes of Pride 
pry Tet ſeems to be ſhietded and protetted from 
ed (eenſure by that of Elias, ſpent much of it, 
eſe | the Forreſts of Carmel, in Solitude x 
11. $424, after him, by that of the Baptiſt, 
be [who is ſaid to bave come m the Spirit ef 
as | Elias,” and lived from his Childhood 3ll 
$; Thirty Years old in the Deſert of Judea, 
f eeding 077 fuc h proviſion as the Wilderneſs 
* T3 amen afforded 3 
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forded : and, after him, by that of ou day 
Lord bimſclf for a ſeaſon, who lived F t1aNt 
the ſame way, as John, for Six Wecksf and 
only adding to it a ſtritter, that is perpel Ant 
tual, Faft ; a1d who probably, till the agdthe 
of Thirty, ſpent much of his time in Soli] pre 
tude, a7d Praycr, and abſtaining from Ki 
common Converſe ; Joſeph, whom ourl ger 
Lord afſifled in his work,, being ſuppoſed] qi 
_ _ a Whec|-wright, aratra conficiens, &[ yp} 
+. juga boum, and ſuch other het 
[| Contra Hu:banary-geere, as Juſtin anl 
Trypho- Martyr ſaith ||, and follow 
nem. #"g his trade at his own[qef 
Houſe , and both He and] jj 
our Lord's Mother attending on this Song 
of God with great reverence, and ſilencelegn 
diſcerned by them from his Behaviour alfa diſt 
ore than a Man, and retaining doubtleſs the 
at home the "ap gravity which be had not 
when at Twelve Tears old he ſate among] 0 
the DoQors : who alſo afterward, when pe; 
more - full of buſineſs, roſe anights, and], 
went znto Solitude for Prayer ; And when| j ; 
be was at Jeruſalem retired at night, even| ,,, 
to the laſt (for, there he was apprehend; 
ed) to the Mount of Olives to berake him] ,, 
felf to Prayer, Wh. 
To go en, Again ; Such Life pro-J x1. 
retted by that of Anna, Luk, 2, 35. conts- 
; , ” , nuing]. 


Jrning in Faſting and Prayer night and 
Muday; by the Lives alſo , in ſucceeding 
times, of the Ancient Hermitcs zz Syria 
jd Egypt, famed for their Saxvbity by 
Antiquity ; and favoured frequently with +} 
4 the Gift of Miracles 4nd | 
# Prophecy : of whem S. Þ| D2. Mori+ 
Auſtinf---Qui ſecretiſſimi bus Eccleſiz, 
penitus ab omni homi- c. 13. 
7/ed\ num conſpetu, c&c.---- KOH 
Sl Who living moſt retired quite out of all 
ther] heht of men, contenting themſelves with 
1M only Bread (which at certain ſeaſons is 
low] brought them) and Water, inhabite moſt 
OW defalate regions, enjoying a converſe 
and] with, God, to whom they adhere with 
SON moſt pure minds, & are molt happy in the 
acexcontemplation of this Beauty , which is 
alſ#] diſcernable only by the underſtanding af 
**/* thoſe who are Saints. Of theſe | will ay 
fl nothing ; for they ſeem to ſome to have 
©$|too far abandoned humane affairs ; ſuch 
perſons not conſidering, how beneficial 
to us their Spirit is in. Prayer, and their 
Lives in Example [in the contempt of 
thoſe many worldly non-neceſſaries, which 
others ſo mitch labour for, and mm a conſtant 
vacancy for ſpiritual Exe ciſes | whoſe 
[| Bedzes we cannot converſe with,------- 
This ſo tranſcendent « pitch of Sent 
_ | who- 
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whoever of himſelf thinks | 
& vencrable,how canmy diſcourſe mon? * 
perfwade him ? And ſuch life this Father 
deliberated once of following himſelf. Cort age. 
feff. 1; 10: c. 4.3, | A 

But S. Baſil, that Great Light of the of tc 
Eaſtern Church, a&vally berook, bimſetf{® 


to it, after he had travelled through E: o 


and 


not admirab{&%! 


two ſeveral Cottages or Cells , feeding han: 
much on Pulſe, and Herbs, and roots, pi, dy 
romplaining of the barrenneſs of the ſoile ung 
ta afford even them. We © 

Epiſt.' 12. have a Letter f of Gregory 
Nazianzen, begging ſome 

herbs of another Hermite,” whoſe ground 
«© was more fertile , to entertain S. Baſil 
== therewith: But afterward $S. Baſil's Mo- 
ther, who followed her Son, and came to 
live in a T own not far off, ſupplyed them 
with ſuch proviſion, as they would admit. 
Fe In which Deſert Grego- 
f De Silentio gory Nazianzen fſairh 
m Jcjuniv. of himſelf 1} Carnem VF 
| mean wztatis floxe las 
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pifſcivientem, &c.---F macerated with ma: 
o8y and frequent labours,my fleſh wanto- 
h Anzing and. raging in the flower of my 
o18ge+ Repletion of the Belly,and the luſts 
Jattending it f quitecaſhiered;by the help 
-1,4of temperance my eyes were fixed with- 
ſet in their lids ; I ſubdued choler, fettered 
x. my corporcal members, deplored wy 
ta fforepaſt mirth, All ſubmitted to Cheſt ; 
-F#aad former things alli vaniſhed ; the 
Ty gtound was my Bed, the courſelt raj- 
gx ent ſerved for my clothing, & herets F 
7. jadded watchings, aud ſhowres of tears : 

in (\n the day-time I ſet my ſhoulders to 
--4 {hand-labour, all the night I fixed my Bo- 
123 (dy like a Statue to [inging #ymns,admit- 
its [ting no kind of humane pleaſ1re, nonot 


/; Jiao my mind and thought. Beſides, That: 


ry heavy burden that riches wt on us, I 
»e [irew itoff; that, diſcharged of every 
4 |1oad; I might more light aſcend to God. 
f1 From which wealth [| ſaith he 

Do. Iſewhereq ] I reaped oely Aprl. r. 
+g [this - fruit, to Contemw it ; 

-»m [40% to have poſſeſſed ſome things , 


ie, [before. which - I - preferred: Chriſt: 
o- jind now the Word of God became. 
4 jt me _ſweet+as the Hony- comb. Ad 


m_ #5 5. Baſt] iz his inwvit a+ . 

as ory Epiſtle F ro Gregory F Ad Greg, 
of: i the praiſe of ſuch a life, Naz. Ep. 1. 

= +F-Ecquid beatiys, quam 
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hominem in terr2,c+e.As there any thi 
bappier, than for 127 vpon earth td im 
tate the Melody of Angeis?At day-breal 
immediatly to begin his Prayers.? AndRlf 
in Hymnes & Songs to worſhip his Crea-f 
tor f Then, the Sun appearing, to repait]}; 
to his employments , but ,at no time 
ey , Without Prayer? And in hit 
f Ep. ad Epiſtle to Chilo f his SchoY 
Chilonem. lar, turned Hermite be ans" 
Fe « [wers the. Objettions., ( thel;” 
ſuggeſtions of Satarr he there cals them)Þ; 
oy made against ſuch Solitary Con- 
templative Life, To which the ſum of his 
Anſwer is :-----That , ina world, even 
of thoſe that profeſs Religion,ſs wicked Þ'*Y 
and ſeducing ; the advantages in a mpre 
Active and ſociable life of doing, or re» ref 
ceiving; ,g00d, do not equal the hazards 
of doing ill, Here then theſe rwo Holy 1 
Fathers lived after ſuch a manner as Gre-|,” 
gory Lopez, for four Tears; and had ſo " 
rontinued, if a Superior Authority, upon ' 
a great Perſecution -of the Catholick}: 
Church ſuddenly ariſing under Valens an. ceſ 
Arian Emperonr, , had- not called them 
earth to hazard their lives in its neceſſary 
aſſiſtance, in 4 ſcarcity of Perſons ſo emi« 
nent for Learning, ana Santtity. ) jd 


Next..." 


Next : If \from the Life of Gregory 
FB 2's 1 7 netates - hel? 
1 being patronized and countenanced by 
wh Authority, ad Example, we pro- 
" aceed toReafſon, and weigh, mits Scales, 
Wibe two gerieral different ways of living, 
the more- Attive and Secular; or the more 
Solitary and Retired : 1, Here, firſt 3t 
4. Meuſt not be denied,” that Chriſtian Per- 
"fection 5s well conſiſtent with either ; and 
: attainable i any nd of Life, or Calling : 
2. Muſt be granted alſo, that, where ca- 
tera ſunt paria, where an equal Love of 
IGod, and freedom from Sin and offending 
. Bhi, are , that Life which alſo mure a- 
"bounds in the exteriour Works of Cha- 
rity to our Neighbour, i» which a So- 
litary life ſeems more deficient , is to be- 
referred : for, it 1s bere ſuppoſed to have 
4jal the good which the other hath; and 
ome good alſo, which it hath not. 3.Gran- 
Ured, alſo, that, whatever courſe we take, 
» [in Caſe our Neighbour in any kind needs 
help, and there are none elſe but our ſelyes 
q.1to ſupply-it, here our aſſiſtance of him is.ne- 
ceſſary , and our with - holding of it a 
/{Sr7. 
e721 - y e 
| But, theſe being freely acknowledged, it 
wet Ti alſe 5 pr Jt the other (5:0 the 
Nt . | . ' 
Yochalf of ſuch a contemplative Life , as 
Gregory's, 3ſt. In reſpe of doin 
ext.” _ mov 
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good to our Neighbour, . (which in 
times is but 4 fair prerence , With au 
which men cover their trafficking with thi be; 
Wortd only in the Service of their Luſts)N fan 
that all ſuch duty confiſts not only in ſom ſo 
exreriour atts of Charity performed to Ne 
them x, but that making continual Prayer} jup 

and Interceſſions ro God for our Neigh-|| ; 
bony (for, this is part of an Hermite's] is / 
work) eſpecially if this done by. a perſon] ave 
for the innocency and purity of his life very} may 
grations with bim, is tio mean Att of Chasl rhe 
rity » and that ſuch a Perſon's InterceſMe: 
fions and ſoliciting our aff airs with God 
to be valued beyond another's, or the ſame] Spi 
Aan's Almes; as much as God's belp;|$45: 
that is all-powerfull obrained by it, is to beh;g} 
eſteemed beyond our's: that Moſes's Prayer|iont 
in the Mount conduced much more to thilgey 
Ffedelites Viftory, than the Swords of thoſe Son; 
that fought in the Vally: That the good|$ar; 
Example alſo of ſuch ſolitary Cantemplas» lie+ic 
rives #5 of no ſmall profit and edification te]; 
others, in their contempt of all the pleat ; 
res of this world that are receivea by o-l,pt 
thers in the ſociety of it ; and in the attual LF; 
mortifying and ſubduing of all. the LuſtsVy, 
thereof, in ſhewing the non-neceſſity of lit 

thoſe many things that others hold, and; 
taks ſo much care for, and the beatificathhy,e} 
frumnion 


of; and folaces un, " God; which 
"Jl nay be had in this Life : That all Mens- 
if bers of the Body of Chriſt have not the 
-) j ſar office; and that « Chriltian's duty 
ng avoided berwixr God, and onr 
7 Neighbour , the No-ſervite at all done to 
Yer on eighdowr (excepr any cafe of ne- 
gh reſſury, where the yen pc we or ſervice 
Ce is granted a foi) may be excuſed in ſuch as 
ſon ave eheployed mean-while in an higher and 
ery} more immediate Adoration of GoS + And 
a0 thus it 1s meet it be in Earth a—_ 
Ppten, as it 'is in Heaven among the 
3 where, as there are ſome of them 
me;[Spirits Miniſtring ts the neceſſities of the 
| rw fo there are others Spirits Aﬀfſtant, 
0 vet higher and nearer to God's Throne, that 
Werl continually wait on his Preſente, and ne- 
theory ceaſe day nor night their 
voſe|Somg of Sanus, Sanctus, Apoeal.4.8. 
00d _ This of the In- 
ar leriour arity that be done out 
7 4s [aghbur en prin 1» Ge for him,and 
Zn the ! lebyy But 
ly, 45 FO "he E Exterionr alſo, the Life 
wal this Holy Perſon, «s alſo ordinarily of 
uſes he Ancient mere was Por alt 
| 4s rhe Ws 
© ir By vent > {ae br "fo was 
mother er? ir im giving Advice to 
EV 23 . ſuc 
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ſuch as repaired to them; and in acquait 
ting themſelves with fuch toeir mice 4 
as needed their frequent recommenaati 
to God, Counſels proceeding from Peri 
ons ſo experienced, and mortified to thif ,,, 
world, and, by continual Prayer , of ſi for 
much Sprrit, may be thought much to e fig 
cell thoſe of ſecular prudence, and learn. 

ing : the Spirit of God onhl G;, 
Rom.8.26, knowing his Will, and k dot 
27. refting us according tout ,,, 

and for theſe was this Mi of 
of God ſo much frequented, upon bus inf ,,, 
ſtruttions diſcovered to have a moſs powerF ,,, 
fal operation., and ſucceſs, This © ih 
cerning the good a life alſo led in Solitndi 
may contribute to his Neighbour, Jrof 
| 2. But then, ſince Charity to our ſelut f 
is to take the firſt place, and. our own ſalfp,, 
vation to our beſt power to be ſecured by uſe,,, 
rather than, to the bazard of ths, ow. 
Neighbour's : Nor 1s any one ſo righth A 
diſpoſed to perfeft others, that 1s not ſul, / 
firſt, himſelf, In reſpeQt of this'doing;- 
good to our ſelves 4 Life more retired}; Fe 
and Solitary (when this 1s #n our choice, | caſh 
fo far as it may be obſerved in what-eveſp, 
calling,) ſeems to have, for the.yet 1mpet} ,,. 
fet « Lf not hart 6P _ —_ - 
Grace and Chriſtian Vertues, many ad If 

| * wanace* 


| | 
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ary vantages before a life more ative and 

Hh publick. 

£84 We know the only aime of all truly Wiſe 

Pers. ;; Happineſs Eternal, which 1s not to be 
had in this, but in the next, World, And, 


for attaining this, our firſt and main de- 


' 1} ſfegrr 35 the keeping our ſelves (as much as 
| we are able) fromfinning and offending 

/ Ged in any thing, little, or great ; and the 
| #1 4oirig that which may ſerve more to in- 
HF creaſe the growth of Grace, and the Love 

*J of God,and the Spirit in us; & that in caſe 
' i we cannot do ſome good to others, without 
Wert apparent hazard of doing more hurt to our 
"Ry ſelves by encountring ſeveral temptations, 
11 which probably we cannot overcome, we are 
- to prove the one, rather than commit the 
eve; er ; God being never well ſerved in our 
{4 charitableneſs to others, 'where he is of- 
J *\fended by our ſelyes ; &- our Innocency firſt 
' OA being the only acceptable foundation of all 
e PU our Good Works. Now, the ſureſt art of 
' If. ſuch avoiding Sin, and 2. growing wn 
oir race and the Love of God, 13, for the 
*rtAfrſt, the ſhunning all Temptations and oc- 
'©s Feafions of Sin; and for the ſecond , mach 
"*"UlPrayer, and Converſation with God. 
Welland both theſe a more Solitary and ſe- 
'd Miueſred life, aud voluntarily diveſting its 
Y *Afelf of all the g20d things of this world 
" Cb3] mich 
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much better Kgrnoyy ; 65 which, by 
ving the Objetts and occaſions, 4 font 
Te ptanten? to Sim; and, by removing al 
ſecular cares, and ſolaces, and oby 
bath fewer averſions from Prayer , 
the continual remembrance and Meaditats 
02 0n God, 4 
In which life are cut off all thoſe Vice 
of the T ongue | What legions of them | Tal 
which much Converſe betrays « Novice 
3 Chriſt's Schoole, and one ay inf | 
Ferte ; Blaſphemy, Swearimp, 42 
the Holy Name of God &«: x pm | 
Slandering, Detrattiou, Flattery, T ale 
bearing, and diſcloſing Secrets, V ain- 
glor and Boafting, Praifing our ſelves, or 
Diſparaging others, Oftentation of our cv 
wat or parts, filthy and corrupt Communie| 
cation, Feſting and Scurrility, Low 5h 
Tele words, and unprofitable diſcourſe ; al 
which are to be accounted for another day: 
gd ſome of which in their own nature art 
very great ſins, aud others, that art 
leſſer, very numerous, and continually re: 
errring, and making up in number, what 
They went tn ea 6, all theſe,1] ſay.in thu 
life are' remedied by want. wry 0 
Again; 'in which life is eradicated Cove 
rouſneſe and all ber Daughters, Cazen 
"gs Oppreſſoon, asſtratting Cares, by ow] 


perng | 


lf becwo without Lands, or Goods; Gluttony, 
ewe] Drunkenneſs, Luft, &c. by our wanting 
| / | xe 


Als for other things whereof ſuch a Sots- 
| tary Life a:Gregory's 3s cenſured, 4s 4 
refuge of Sloth and declining of bufmeſs by 
perſons idle and uſeleſs, of that be por- 
formed which 15 undertakgn, no other bife 
; ſeems fo painful, and nauftrions, that i- 
tenſion of the Mind -5 contmunl Fraper 
far ſurpaſſmg any Corporal exerciſe » Or 
$3: | Ch 4] labour; 
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labour; for w 


ſon to objet to them thoſe delights, which 
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hich reaſon with much di 

culty we obtain of our ſelves an hour or twi 

of a and Meditation ina day; 
ow fe 


_* 
_ 
er 
* : 
o7 1 
CE jj 


w are there that would not rathel of ſi 
chuſe any employment whexe the Bodyffi his r 
works, than perform their Devotions yor 
where it reſts 7 .1 mean with ſuch intention am 
of Spirit, as this holy Exerciſe requires me 


and as this Holy Perſon did it : who alſelj tha 
obſerved, that, 'this attention being remit« 
ted, eſpecially in his beginnings, the Devil 
zmmeaiatly ſuggeſted a Temptation, And, , 
if ſuch life,after ſome praftice, grows ſweet 
unto them beyond all the ſi wo_ of this 
world , Spiritus enim mevus fuper me} 
dulcis, & herediras mea ſuper. mel & 
favum. Eccluſ. 24, 27.) we have no rea- 


they have earned with ſo great pains, and 
ſuch heroical Ng , 
' 3. Again; | no other life is ſo full of 
Mortification , as this, Where, ſuppoſe 
our Nature ſupplied with all the delicacies 
ſhe can deſire, and in the greateſt vacancy 
of thoughts, ? this would ſeem an unſup- 
table burden to her to be ſo much alane, 
and diſenabled from communicating to 0- 
thers ether her good, or evil : _ then || yi 
muſt it be, when ſhe is deprived at once of 
iſt the contents. this World affords, and to 
F7-att my —> 
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rSolitude 5s added the ſtrifteff Poverty, + 
1wal #r the foregoing of all non-abſolutely ne- 

"al cefſaries ; for which reaſon $. Auſtin ſaith 
theelf of ſuch Hermites---:V ideri illos non nul- 
odyFl tis res humanas deſerviſſe plus, quam 0+. 
ons} porteret; & our Lord, of the Baptiſt ,chat 

onf among thoſe born of Wo- 
men taecre was not a greater Mat, 1r. 
than he ; ſaid of him partly 
at leaſt for the ſeverity and abſtraftedneſs 
of his life, his coming neither eating, not 
drinking, nor cloathed in ſoft raiment, 
veet} living in a Deſert, and out of any conver- 
this] ſation, ſave that with God. 
mel} - :What is it then, that is .contended-for 
I & | bere ? Only that you ſecure your ſelf from 
'ea- || offending God in your thoughts, words, or 
uch || attions, and ſo live in crowds, your Chari- 
end }| ty and your holy Example may do much 

more good ;, entertain alſo your ſelf with all 

of | God's temporal bleſſings be honourable, (if 
oſe | you can), like David ; and wealthy like 
40s | Abraham. © But, -if you , aſpiring to a 
ucy | Chriſtian, Perfection, ſhall 7 ſay ? or Se- 
#p- | curity,ao find the contrary to theſe abroad, 
ne, | that every one of theſe, Company, ReſpetF, 
0 | and Plenty, by your touching them defile 
ven | you; and not only tempt, but conquer and 
of | maſter you ; Or, if you ſee the ſame daily 
[to | in thoſe others, than whom you can reaſon- 
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e no greater things of Jour ſe 1" T 
( for none know the ſtrength of their faſcia byo, 
nations, but who try them), then fiye from ri 
them as from 4 Serpent; Chuſe ratharff thai 
ſome Cell with Holy Gregory , and toll and 
there with Bread and Water , «1 wot 
health permit it; I mean, withd {ef 
your ſelf into ſo much ſolitude as you of h 
Condition will bear; extirpeting thoſl] this 

two main choakers of the] inte 
t Luk. 8.14. growth of Piety f, the bat 


21. 34. World's Cares, 
Mark. 4. 19. Pleaſures : and let your 
charity begin at the per-| bi; 


feing of your ſelf; and, »hen you are| 
well confirmed in the Vertues, and experi} Ge 
ences, learnt in ſuch Solitude, in Silence] cyo 
' and Temperance, being content and well| we 
pleaſed with the enjoyment of only neceſ+| pro 
ſaries; and when by much frequent Prayer| rej 
you have acquired a deeper rooting inGod's po 
Grace,& the Spirit,and your affeftions are] if 
wel fixt on the things of anather life, then| on| 
gore abroad (if perhaps you can procure it| pa; 
of your ſelf ) ;, and manage all theſe thingi] he; 
gemporal, when, having gotten a better| ſho 
Spouſe, you can nv more love them ; and} thi 
ſo will att in them purely for God's, and| th 
your. Neighbour's Serwce, thi 


Tet] 


"> < W » 


ſel) ©. Let, when thus, well fledged, Yau Jije x” 3 
[cialf road, and your Vertues are koh ea” k 
| Wl irc3/ed 117 publick employments, remember, 3 
hell that every perſet Chriſtian deſires ſtil 
ve and envies the Solitary Life, when he can- 
fi vor poſſeſs it ; or rather, if perfect, poſ: 
eth it, where-ever he 1s : Ti the omiaſt 
voxel of bis buſineſs is alone, and ut fulence to the 
boſt] things of this world; is praying without 
"the intermiſſion, and always giving thanks ; 
the] bath bis affettions ſet on thin;s above, and 
nal not on things of the earth, or this world, he 
jar] trades with ; to which he 15 now dead, and 
perf bis life hid from «t, being 
art] bove with Chriſt in Col. 3. 1, 
erie] God. He ſo weeps zn its 2,3; 
ace, croſſes, as though he 4a Cor.7.29, 
well] wept notzc rejoyces ins 30, | 
ceſ-| proſperitzes, as though he 
ayer] rejoyced not ; ard buyes, as though he 
od's ed not ;- ard uſcth this world, as 
are] if not uking it : Laſtly is an Hermite fill 
then only living in a City, and with much Com- 
re uU] pany about him, And ſuch an Hermite 
ang] here, we may imagine, would one be, that 
ter} ſhould be releaſtd and returned hither from 
anal thoſe horrid torments, wherein in the 0- 
and} ther World Sin now aetains him : as never 
thinking he had fled far enough from any 
temptations of that, which would non 
| | voy 
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him thithtr again. Or ſuch a life,we 
think, would one returned from Paradi i 
lead, fo never for a moment to loſe agai 
the continual ſight of God : and ſuch dot 
every Wiſe man betaks himſelf to at ſuch 
time, when, having Death in ſight, either 
by ſome Sicknefs, or by Age, he would pre: 
pare himſelf for Heaven, And, is not hel. 
bappy then, who for always chuſeth that, 
whech men #n their ſobereſt minds retreat 
to; and who-in this life is continually ds- Tt 
ing that, than which, when Death ap- 
proacheth, he can do nothing better ; and} ; 
which, when dead, he ſhall ftill continue to 
k do in Heaven, Quod non 
Luk. 10.42. avferetur ab co ? - /z the] ,p, 
purſuance of which devout 

purpoſes, I hope the Pious Reader will re-J 7, 
ceive many very pertinent inſtruttions by 
the pernſal of this enſuing Relation of the| ,,. 
Life | of Holy Gregory ; Foxes which o 
_ I ſhall no'longer to his loſs detain | , 
m. | | 


Se 


diſef - 
pai 
"Several T eftimonials con- 


they cerning Holy Gregory, di- 


the ; Feedto Father hh the Writer þ 
bat, of his Life, 

reat D > a os > 

ds-| The Teſtimony of the Biſhop of 

4p Cibl, 


He ſending me the Holy and H 
1 Gregory Lopez, 4 a facet 
- favour and contentment to me : 
wherem you haut done a thing deſerumg - 
was great thanks, For , by this Hiſtory we, 
'*- 1 who are Religious, may ſhame our ſelves, 
by and bluſh, ſeeing” thoſe that ſeem ſecular 
the perſens ſo ſurpaſs 1; and that in a ſecular 
ich | Habit is found a life ſo Seraphical,; and 
#1 | advanced to ſo high apitch of Perfettion: 
and they who live in the World likewiſe 
may hope, that with the aſſiſtance of the '. 
Divine Majeſty they, upon diſpoſing them- 
— | ſelves thereto, may become Saints. And 
therefore ſkeh a Life deſerves to be much 
read, and communicated, As for the Ho- 
ly and my good Gregory , 1 loved ry 
| —_ 


much; And, if I forbare to converſe with 
and viſit him, 1t was, becauſe, he not uſing 
to ſpeak except asked, and I baving the 
Tile of a Dottor, though indeed I 47 very 
much need that which I ſhould have learn 
from ſo good .and experienced a Soul , yet 
poſſibly, my queſtions and converſe might be 
judged by him too impertinent ;, though yet 
5 cannot well be preſumed of ſo good a} Lo 
ſoul, But, though by my negligence I of ri 

mitted wiſnting him ſometimes , when 1| Sp: 
might, I ever took bim for what he was; 
His exteriour behaviour was the beſt, and 
moſt compoſed, that Ihave ſeen in any Spi- 
ritual Perſon : for, the morrification of " 
Senſes, being fo very exatt, ſhewed, there 
dwelt in that Perſon the Divine Wiſdom, | din 
the Le, the Fear of God, end an abun: 
dance of Divine gifts; Bleſſed be God for 
all : and He keep you in his hoty Serve, + 


Mexico, Septemb. 10. 


Don Fr, Pedro de Agurto 
Biſhop of Cibiy, 
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The 


The Biſhop of Mechoacan. 


——_ I came into this Country, I. have 
not found any content greater, than 
t be} that which I received from be relation You 
yet} ſent me, of the Life of the holy Gregory 
{ a] Lopez ; which I value above my Biſhop- 
. 04 rick becaiſe it contains things of great 
» I} Spirit, and much benefit to the Soul," You 
as} may employ your ſelf ſtill in writing what 
end | you know concerning this Holy Man - for 
'- "7 «lf I may ſay truly, though I have 
theſe fifty years ſtudied and read many 

ere} books, 1 know not any that hath ſo excee- 
, | dingly affetted me as the reading of this 5 or 
wrs | to which my ſoul fo inclines Aſſiſt me- 
for | with your Prayers, ſince, you know, you 
. [owe it me; and that I love, and eſteem you 


beyond what I can expreſs. 
| Valladolid. Decemb.27. 
'to i598. 
Wu, | Fr, Domingo de Ullos 
= Biſhop of Mechoacan:.. 
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| - F. Rodrigo Je Cabredo Fro; 
4 wvincial of the Society of Jeſus. tw 
| Weſii 
Have with muth attention viewed thi uy 
Book, you Comm oſed of the Life of t that 
| Holy and Venerable Man Gregoryre« 
Lopez ; and have given 4 judgment as youlnar 
wil, ſee, according to that which the Royal|I ſb 
Audience commanded me, I know wellees 
that in this Teſtimony I fall much ſhort, ag] ho, 
to my vaiue of the Buok.; yet, to expreſs a 0 
in brief, as ſuch approbations do require, aj 
could declare it no better, Now 1 will 
here add two things for your, and my own,| M 
conſolation, One 1s, that I have rendred}. 
many thanks unto our Lord, for having 
brought to my hands this Book, : 'ſance, 
though I could not read it at that leiſure I 
deſrred, by reaſon of my employments, / yet | 5 
it hath ſo moved and excited my tepidity, 
that this effeft alone ſufficiently ſhews me, 
how great a Friend of our Lord this excel- 
lent Man muſt needs be, and how much his 
DivineMajeſty converſed with him : inas- 
mw Bo meer examples —_— int 
is Life ao ſo enflame even perſons very re-E 
- maſs. Tint infer tht other , which 
is my great reſentment that I did not come} 
I hither 
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ther 1nto New Spain all that time which 
"bis great Servant of God lved, to cone 

frrr and treat with bim in perſon, and be- 
Brefit my ſelf by his admirable Example, 
rheand excellent Anſwers *'yet Tam comforted 
theflthat He, as I concerve, lives in Heaven in 
ryllirear Glory; and that there be bencefor- 
youtnard hears me, and will bear me ever ; for 
yall ſhalt recommend my ſelf to him, as 1 bave 
ellfbegun to do, and will do all-my life. And 
W hope, through his Interceſſion, to obtain 
bf our Lord many mercies. His Divine 


5 

, IMajelty protett you, at I deſire. 

will ps 

pn, Mexico. Novemb. 19. 

red} 612. a. 
ing Rodrigo de Cabredo. 
ce, | 

NM — 

ty: Do&or Pedro de Horrigoſa of 
me, the Sociery of Jeſus, 
cel- 


FT hath been matter of great delight and 
conſolation to me, 8 the Life of our 

1inl good Gregory Lopez, an admirable 
, is made publick.: For, it was not fit 
great a Light ſhould be bid. I, as an 
ome bye-Witneſs, upon the' acquaintance of ſo 
hep $02) years can fay, be was 4 wonder to me, 
ID - and 
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and I ever obſerved in him-many ſigns off ins 
true ot And ſearing, fete lll 0 
Sane Ti; hr, that ſhined in him as in | 
| wr 6 clear, and diſengaged from all ca 
of the world, as alſo an underſtanding of 
the holy. Scripture ſo abſolute and pu 
which Ged imparted to hint, and whereof If mor 
often made trial; Three things , 1 obl vil 
ft] which are ſure, and by Saints ap: 
pr aved Marks of 4 ſolid Vertue, and Chrk 
ſtian Santtuy, F 
Firſt; the Regularity and circumſpeth, 
neſs of -his Words, and purity of his cons 
verſation ; for" if ,as the Apoltle S. Jamey 
ſaith in his Canonical Epiſtle, chaps 2, 
If any offendeth not in word, he is a pet 
| fect many, We who converſed ſo long with 
bim, may well ſay, he was a perfett man; 
ſeace we never percerved any extravagance 
or diſcompoſedneſs in his words, nor heard} 6 
a complamt made by any co:.cerning his be« | me 
haviour ; nor wall a man be found that can} the 
affirm be heard him ſpeak an idle word, or his 
detrattiue, or dimmmutive of anather's dut 
 cammendgtion, or difguſtful, or inharmo+ 
71085, but with all dsſcretzon in a fit ſea- 
ſan; and always concerning matters of thei 
Service of God, and. ed:fication. of -bois. 
Neighbours, | 1 2&7 
Secondly. ; tha Paverty, and ex tream acvily ffs 
nudation 


of 1 mony of S. AvguRine--- 


Wo 
/ _- 


} Crenſud 
nel Loren that he had a 


ding to tht ſo penera ory te C 
grcording to tht fo ge1 pk eEfcirls 
ritatis, &0, Thi increaſe of Charity 74 
| the feſſening of defite a e; oe 

-* on, to "exo none. 
| Redeemer ſaid ,- If thou wilt be per- 
fe, ſell a thou haſt, and follow me. 
0he Thirdly : 3 the Amplitude and dilatation 
his Charity, and Spirit towards all mer; 
| accommodating himſelf to the condition 
and quality of every one; - endeavourin 


that all ſbould pe on ra themſ elves in the 


| Service of our L _ 


nee the vocation and T7 to which God had 


called them ;, well eſteeming of, and com- 


mending all "the ſorts of living approved by 
the Hob, Church , though differing from 


his own ; without procuring or interpoſing 


aue || him elf 1 to inftrutt any one, but tarrying 
mo: till be was a and conſulted : where 


the God's, and not 


be very plain > Adi POINTS his ſeeking 
own, honour. 
Laſtly; ſince God hath propoſed bim 


4} wito 45 for an Example of a valiant and 


for Conguerour of Heaven, and all thoſe 
{1 i [Lc 2] porjene 


| ons, Ks with a e of benefits 

pon have nts eo bo a. by 

As have f, found much benefi and quick 

4 biss trit; 3t bath been thougl 

that þ bob « Life ſhould be ph oF T! 

ts 7 an y apuca » that by reading thered 
all mght be encouraged , and advance | 
Ks we be 'boped f am the ſame Lord 0 
that ho direfted, ps preſerved him e-N I 
yeuto theend. | 


Pedro de Horti n ; A 
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df of the Council Royal: for the 
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i Lthough the- Solitude , wherein 1 
Ola, live, might excuſe me from this 
| employment, yet me-thought I 
Jſhould wrong the heroical Vertues of 
-Ithe Servant of God, Gregory Lopez, and 
the great veneration Tour Excellency al- 
{ways had for him, ſhould I not have 
{reſcued his Memory from oblivion by 
writing this Book, and have dedicated 
aJit to your Excellency, That ſo, by your 
JPatronage, you may defray the great 
he debt, which, in the Government is 
New. World, is owing from Tour Ex- «+ 
 \celency to the Counſels, and prayers of + 
1 \w{ Gregory; and, by his affiftence, You 
—7jjmay purfue the Spiritual Way, ſo far as 
>«qJthe;many employments of this Royal 
1, Council of the Indies may not hinder 
i Fov. For which cauſe, as an ancient 
vil} Chaplain of Your Excellency, I defired 


 [e3J tq 


# 


to preſent You ſo eminent a Pqtrern, i: _ 
- You will find in the Life of this Hol. 4 
Man ; who ſo contributed to the cor 
ſolation 'and inſtruction: of his Neigl 
bours; that he neglefted not his ow 
Spiritual Exerciſes ; for, theſe are the 
that moſt ſecure a good iffuc in all af. 
fairs, and Governments. God prant 
Toxr Excellency, 1n this of Your's, allfl t; 
proſperity, and ſucceſs, and an aug 
mentation in greater [Spiritual Pronjo- 
tion, and Bleſſings. þv 


4 \ y 4 any 
Santta-Fe. May 10. . --+ lhe? 
1612. | the 


Francis Loſi 
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; \ The Preface to the 
KEADER-. 


gb 
heb 
Hough it be above Two and Tweng 
years ago, that I underſtood it was 
| the Will of God, I ſhould live re- 
ally tired from my Neighbours, and their con- 
verſe, there ever remained in me a great 
deſire of benefiting them, what I could, - not 
only by my Sacrifices, and poor Prayers, but 
any other way to my uttermoſt power. And 
 *Þtherefore [thought my ſelf obliged to write 
"Ythe Life of this holy Hermite, called Gre- 
*Jgory Lopez, #2 whoſe company 1 lived 
fa: many years, and by his inſtruttion received 
 *Ymuch good.: as likewiſe I conceive all thoſe 
'Iwill, who with affeftion, and pure intention, . 
"read it. For, beſides that all the Lives of 
+ + PSaints conduce much to the advancing, aud 
bettering Souls in the way of our Lord, this 
*s Yro-rme ſeems further uſeful, becauſe with 4 
'Poreat ſublimity it treats of the Spiritual | 
Way, which, in theſe days few travel in. I 1 
"know, by reaſon of my want of Vertue, aud 
"USpiric, 7 attained not to the writing ſome 
{greater matters of him; and this alſo, be- 
©® Yeaxſe mary of thoſe things which. be rranſ- 
ated with other ernment Perſons conld not 


Come 


{ 
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tome to ny; kyowledg, becauſe I went tl © 
out of tir ny [-5-. þ h 1 conceive 
that, ſo ſoon as they ſee that bis Life it 
publiſhed, our Lord will diſcover the 
wonders of. him which they know, and 
which his Majeſty hasb wrowght by bis 
Servant, For my errours, Fd defire WA 
that perceive any. to pardon, and corret 
them ; and this efpecially, of our Holy B 
Morher -che Church of Rome. For any 0f 
2 geod herein, leg Thanks be-given to Out 

be Lord ; and may 3t redound to the Glory of ff * 

| his Divine Majeſty, and the benefit of my 
Neto bbonrs. 


From Sanft4-Fe, two 
Leagues off Mexico, 
in New-Spain , the 
13th. of May, 1612. 
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ERRAT 4. 

Preface, Þ. 40. lg. r. extirpating. | 

A:e 7. 1. 9. read, 16. r.inodne,nay, 18% 
Sanfta- Fe , Ibid. 1. 27. r. Avalos, & p, 

I 28.. r. Wealch,; Lulc, r. Religiags p.35 
which . pP- 8. 1.13. r, l. *..1, Gu eca, Pp. nc 2 
kncrcaſed', 'p- 12. 1 5.| 1:28. r. Lordfhipip.2or! 
7, Morena, Pafh 4 1- 2g: | 1-2 r.kervarous; p20! 
1; Neighbour,” p26. 11, 15. r, deſiftings” | 


* - 
> j | 


= ES. -4-4-4---8-1- 3 


- - 
A+ -1 
4 = "8 »{* 2 


edu Pony "7 1697. 


a+ 


; WW, j 
\ TR ) - _ 
bh? 


"Ttie LITE 
; | OF: 


anzoons LOPEZ. 
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' cn'\xV. L 


tierce 1 


cemmatine & aches | 


ni Nagy! He feemed to have -ha@ 


'neither Father notMother, nor Kin- 
"fred ( as S; Pad faid of "Melthiſe- 
deeb) inaſmuch as' tever any heard'him 
ſpeak'of hisParentape ; nor, in all the time 
tie was in theſe parts of New Spain, whidlh 


was fotit dad thirty: years, writ- he to his : 


Kindred, '6t asked after. them. And'this 
hath occaſioned ſome curions | wen; 


ein Doorn aw, 
2 facbacentone, hg lei able and uk 
| crlraker wad arte 5 Mich he: martiolice 


| on "Ts on ah for Hs 
| a 19 onh Sea perſon of 5, ang rxverence ho 


ble to every ones tion, he had an ad 
rave Liberty of ſpi 6 wherewith he = 


them andreſoſu 
ed Ne Dofinct fanny NT fs _ 
Ge LOC gs 


niony- 
pez  all,thatI co ng? ro mais: Ai: 
courſes I had n is ſubject, is, 


that X parents were rather pogr, than rich \ 


ur Yael Jvere; Eeould: never 


Ji 
Fen. 


;/ thongh#ſewidiyes before his death, || þ1\ 
= 


I reſolved to ask him their names, 
might make to them a relation of, and they 


gael ir, 0nd den op editication irgmy ſq 


hereuntghe may 


Coy ts eden Cady Yirmg 

«ry 1476; e 

Fetb& ;my Brecbven by this ti ae, 

| ng the Wngefs. - Such an oblivignofhis 
Patnily retained; this Servant. of (God; 48 

ering pxilnebibey 8S go faſen lh; OR enly 


powers: that SLvERUS 
ona Ly. | vole eas Sons- in he. Spin 


: bBeawas bortthe gth. of Julyin: AR 
the feaſt of 5. Gregory Thawyar 


334230 the Day whereon was 'th en, Kep 


| wovdhis Fekipbe itran 


$190 


Tam 


,, 


_ % 
=. - 


fed LINE Vrie ys: 


Us mW ity, that derives from V« 
1 prevented him'with ha Gps 
carly in his. Childhood ; for, aske 

- a certain occafion when he had oS 

"i to ſefve God,/ whether it werg ag ſoon 

Fs the Fay of reaſon ; che et 

, fot. for certain, w it Exh 
; FAVuEs after : ;bur that he 


very ap 


his man» 


perienced, ay by 
nas : 'That it £0 with, the 
ay who hath Garried Gods yy frew. his 


Ch Aagd ks learnt toreads; ad | 
wrike cr proved very. cminan;.; 2 Af 
DF SE ly in cxrinla een 
l Fn Ak gn d Hangs its 


' a - 
' ' 0 x 'p n 
BILLET: "TBLILEL # © 
, "Y ” T3 - ©. % Lo C , 
* be ha J 
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*F TWEifeof OloryLopet. 7 
it follows, thatin —_—— he had only 
God for his Maſter ; and by his ſole condudl 
arrived'to many natural, and divine truths, 
which 'rmen that ſpend their whole life 1 
thoſe ſtudies, can ſcarcely attain to, or lean 
out of Books : as in its place we ſhall relate, 
A grave, and creditable Perſon told me, 

that Gregory Lopez, being very young, wet 
without acquainting his Parents to theſj - 
Kingdom of Navary; where he lived m 

carefully at'la 


Years, or more with a Hermite; and w 
his Father ſeeking him very ly at Taf 
found him, he brought him to Yalladolid, 
_ \ 3a time as Court wal EY 
made him ſerve as a Page, much againſt hiz 
will.” Of this 1 hve ay further :certainty, 
thin that I mentioned, ButT underftood from 
Ertgory Lopez, himſelf ,' thathe had hived'at 
> Burgos, which is in. the way from Madrid to 
# IVavarr : and he related concerning that Ci» 
| LU ion rad 4 of edification,and devotion; 
- told = alſo, woke» be Fav time 
a at Court : yet neither the bravery,nor 
buſigeſs'of the Court could make than Fr 


—_— 7-38-33 


”. getourLord, or that interior recolle&tion, 
; to Whichhe found himfelf called.” Fo which 
poſe I have . heard him ſay that 
be! de BBocr, et 0 - 
- was his principall careto go talking, and 
| converfing mentally with God. 2s el 


- ——eM : 
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lhe | fe o :  Grezs y Loper: | 
He likewiſe told me, that, when he 


1h] - came to this coaſt of New Spain, he had 
thay ſpent ſome days at our 's of Gua- 


the] tain, 


,watching the night in prayer at that 
holy Houſe, beſeeching the Perpetuall 
Virzin , the Guide of Pi ims, to obtain 
for him Light of her Bleſſed Son to perform 
the voyage he had deligned** and it is cer- 
| he moſt merciful Virgin by a Pat 
ticular Revelation directed his yorage oF 
New Spain which courſe he very: chear-. 
fully undertook : and-this —_— he dif- 
courſed very particularly with-a certain 
friend of his. He likewiſe told. me, that, 
oneday in prayer in the holy G Church 
of Toledo, he received a: ſingular regalo, 
and favour from our Lord, the like to 


| which till then he never enjoyed - and, it 
may be,it was concerning this his way,and 
that our Lord ſhewed him favour in it. I 
have not hitherto heard in-what other 
affairs it was that he employed thoſe firſ; 
wwenty Years of his Life. 


: One. nx, 
nw be exweto New Spnin, and oa 


to leade a Solitary Life among vhe: 
_ Indian Chichimecos. 


» could never fully underſiand concern< 
Ying Gregory Lopez, what inotives he had 


coniins- into theſe quarters | 
thoſe mm New amen Þ ; though? Done 7 


Yiotdetiy'to me, that the orincipal cauſe Y'; 


was the greater glory of God : who, 
may be ſuppoſes, 'riieafe 36 rake this 
Servant frotn his country,/and from + 
his Kindred like anothet-e#brahew ; both, 
forey his Tc and,obedience, and to con- 
dncthim thto the Deſete, and there ſpeak 
to hit inÞisheart, Hof.2.14. VORL 
- He Was ſome Twetity Years old whew 
he artjved atthe Port of .'Fobn de Uſe: 
andinthe'City of Yeratruiz, he gave away 
m alms certain white Stuffs, he brought 
with him ; which, as they "affured me, 
might be to the valueof about eight hyn- 
dred* Crowns. From thence he wel 
Seo: but what befelt him is 
| jepyny ot. partichlarly known,'Þ 
eto the City,fie' was ſome dayes 
[5 Roman a Notary, and 4 he” 1 
- 


w—_ Tz oy Tn, 


Secretary 46% to get by his wheres" 
with to defray his « y oo 
Zacateeas,' where he hoped to find bette 
convenince for that ſolitary life, which: 
he ſo defired, For the further certainty of 
thighisfirſt coming to Afet:co T will pro- 
duce aLetter, which Lews Zapara in the: 
Year ry; writfrom the Mines -of 6 
to the ime ce Gregory Lopez th Sunita 
where he then was. Twenry nine, or 
Prart finte thwelling its the ftreet of Tacuba 
'in Mexico, there came a Gentleman from 


+ xodBreng ed ins os Refer mchdl- on 
of A 


who alſo faſted or Lint = bread 
they tell ye, you alſo porogrs, be Su 


er: be Hh, Gregor ag 
me 


the favour towrire, whether yo u# be be, arid 

td commend me to6 God, Gregory "writ 

back in the fame Letteron words, 

Fambe, Pndrings art'wil do what 
IN tle", futely,” very gdif- 

crec "_ >> © thych "raore- becv 

Chin rd&hice; as its far from tho 

nents, © and ſo pity of 


ew op other Bed paper, and ne 
our things" of Tittle importance. 


————— 


4 w 


tegory de ir [- fro: ro 
Er ooptel oe Mincb ans 
de of intabitants, but out 6 


lire 


# . 
x $55% 
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-- .qneday in the chicf Piazza of that Cit 
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ſve of getting wafy pure + Hold of Charity 
which our Lord Chriſt counſels us tg beg 
of his Majeſty, to make us rich, He ftaid 
ſome Bu days at Zacatecas, where being 


at the time when the W aggons depa 
. for Mexico with the Plate, he chanced to 
ſce the huge confuſion, and tumults of 
, oaths, peryuries, threats, quar». 
rells, and debates : inſomuch as that twa 
drawing their ſwords at + very inſtant 3 
killed each other u eplace Jy fie 
This encreaſed pon. d the of retiring 
from the converſation of mengſceing what, 
diſorders, and £extremitjes they .incurr" 
for #litle earth, ' And having formerly felt 
in himſelf a very vehement impulſe, 
clear call from our Lord to retreat to. Soli- | 4 
tude,he changed hiscolily clothes he wore, | 
a. th Car weht La t 
ues rurtaer mnt untry, to 
Valley of - "ncarth th be Chichimwcos | , 
whofe cruelty in thoſe times was wr 


feared by paniards. ot, heing 
=. Joc 


the 
Tervant of [Galle went ſaffici 
with patience, and having begyn! 
with ove nemies, Be. fern all 
werg, dreaded not the viſible, NI 
{pecially whoſe cru ru Frag 13 | 
barouſneſs, he thought, by 


tys * overcome with 


lk i ASP N if vas Ss 


condeſcendence, a gr lace he with his. 


id own hands built > litle Cell, or Cabbin, 


ms 


1 El, of Youth then ſeeing himſi himſ 


7;nto the 


5 1 9-3 8 2 en Af x 


wherein thoſe very. Indians albted him” 
which continueth to this day : though 
more pr y a we may term. it an Her- 
Og the firt, uy know of, that. 
was made in New Spain. Here 1 < began 


to lead a ſolitary life in his 1 
the one and twentieth Year 0 age. The 

in os 

or lifts, where he was to 
fuch furious "conflicts with the po af 

the firſt thing he did, mas > ut_ him le 
of God, ace himſelf 
under the ſhadow of ” and Feithf ull de- 


fence, and protection, uſing theſe words. 
Lord ere I £0 forth only to ſerve you and not 


 tomakg any account at all of my ſelf .; f I 


ſh, on your account be it : | and meerly 

pe 6 Take 1], By which words Greg 
did -, mean that his ſoul could occith 

by Gads means, he doing on his part har 

he ought, and was able: for, this cou 
at be imapined of a perſoh, naturally, a- 

Forney With ſo- great an underſtandin 85 
naturally, endowed with 


ene it Bu by this manger. of ſpeech 


d a heart wholly refigned fo 
d caflamed with he love. of his 


ONOUr 


oh. 


at ,4 cnet and. 
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Honour; Paton 1 wecpiN; Sine: meerly " 
for bis fervict; not his own, he cameJa'Za 
thither,” and on the fame account, if fc hear 
was his Divine 'pteaſurc, there 'woulE et-1 
periſh: 'Y Lea 
From thevery inſtant thit 3 Lopes) not 
made this ACt, he found the favouref our wt 
Lord yery prefent wittrhi es. pole - 
walkwith great conrage in mike tht 
to PerfeQtion : wherem he went ufiegh kn 
back,nor ever topped; nor loft fight of that? | 4: 
light; and clarity, S hoewkis God puideq | gar 
bun in.this way. He armed himſelf with | i! 
auſteritics, and mortificationg of his Bo-, || Jo\ 
dy; : which he macerated With contimualf the 
{phage or. he ufed'to ey but once, Eft 
4 da ough tis meal were 
of lite A ſtanen . ( the ages 
time, 'it-was only Indian Maiz or wheat 
"ren with the Indians call Catalore').; 
this cuſtom he obſerved with fach ri- 
Sor to/hisdeath,that on no occafion,th hr 
of dangerous ſickneſs, he ever left it © 
He never cat fleſh, If they ſenthun im Tk 
ſomie ſlices of Beef, he thankfully received 
Een, diſguifing his abſtinence, "bot car 
them not. His ordinary bread was; latle 
cakes of Aaiz. He ſuffered ſome effrotits 
| from the S paniſh Hy an” Toe 
Way to (Eck out the Tadian'© eco D | 


NP _Y —— - 


Greeory 1. 
os Mdethink pine Som termed him, 
e fs Ztheran H beeanfe he &id not 
foJkear Maſs : not , thatthe nigh- 
Fi c-place, where it was ed, -was ſever 
Leagues or 24/ Miles from his Cottage ; 
notwfthſtanding / at the prime Feaſts he 
went to hear it, and pr returned 
es 'Others called him wo 
; chufmg ſo ous a dwelhng - 
kng hina herhinks, you ſmell ofthe Grin 
trendy. Bat the fortdrer of Chriſt little re- 
garded thoſe terrours; for our: Lord had 
{mprinted in the barbarous Indians ſuch a 
Jove, and reverence toward him, that, 
though they kilted with their wonted cru: 
ky" ety te other Spaniards there about,when 
4 A ety Le 4" hcaeRe they 
kgnes, and with. ſeveral 
res;and Fa of their countenance 
andHands, offeting him Twas ( a fruit 
that grow s'th&r6) wnd Tome Comes: and 
thoſe who had gotten ſome words of La- 
ne faid Dev gratiay to him-; ſhewing 
themſelves us courteous, and Givill- to 
him, -as if he had been” one of their own 
Nation, 'or their Brother ; and fo they ve- 
ry willingly helped him to build his littke 
Cottage. - Whence may be ſeen, how 
werfullgood exarnpte, IR 
1a MHUgED! er 15, to conquer, and 
GE ſoften 
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Wo" A | Cof Gre ory Lope Ts 


_ even, of wild bats, ] 
have heard it re ted for certa 


Gregory once making. a ditch by 
tle ppt he had there, one called 
rin Mroena; who had a farm not far. f 


that place, ſaw him-ſuxrounded wk as 
gells, wherupon he game with great. des| - 
votion, and tears, .and.told i itto his wie] 


Donna eMaris de Mercado iraportuning 
him much. to acquaint her with reaſon 
of that change, and alteration ſhe ſaw 'in 
him at his return. 
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-CHAP. HEL 


The combats Sad xr Lord in 


this time did exerciſe him, and the 
remedies he furniſhed him withal, 
to briug him off vi&orions. 


AC Lthough the auſterity of Gregory in 
treating his Body was very great ; as 


likewiſe his ſuffering inconveniences, and 
want of neceſſaries afforded him. occaſion 
of meriting : yet all this was pleaſant, in 
compariſon of the. Interior Exerciſe 
wherewith. our Lord continually 


him. And though in particula hetold me 
-; uot 
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a, jn what in, or his Exetciſe, 
And triall = ron of red 'me, 
Ir "the viol the Bubcog was ſuch; that 
he admired how, he had been able e to per- 
ro al ſevere, and that his hair ſtood an end, 
Ans| when he remembred thoſetimes. This he 
dee} Taid being now an old 'Souldier and much 
rite is rpg in ſach afſfaults. Upon an oc- 

10h that offered it ſelf he, though very 
lon} modeſtly, told a Confident of his, that he 
"in| had a hot skirmiſh with-the Devill;/ and 

came to a ſpirituall grappling with him ; 
—, | andfoch was the contention, that therein 
the blood burſt out at his ears ,and noſtrils, 

' .. Ihe rrvany He uſed on ſuth occaſions, 
move ; Vherenhe perſehrrnd Hight: 
ia and it was bu , forhis 
nn, fs: bs Encny, 10 camel 7 all 
ng it. Now, 
the ppp rin Rich our Lord'fo r his 
fupport, and cohſlation, gave” (76 in- 
Prayer, thee was one very. ſingular in 
thefe' words: Fiat. voluiitas Tra, [icat in 
cals, & in terra. oa Teſs, 4 - he 
re d continna : ſo that for the | 
of three Years eve ime he SE 
after them menta y at each reſpii | 
wittiont failing, or forge 
nor tid either eating, 'or ir Jap: or if | 
courling With'any make him ntermit this 


Exerciſe 


F 


 duly,th: Eon e, he breath kay 
<&d not a ſecond Ro fore he called} 
Foy - log A very ſtrange i in- 
ra The 6 Ty Bos ns al 
$i Wi ent. v and con» | 
frng with which AA 7 im in all |- 
whichhe repreſents to hims; to be |--- 

the div Ft Will,. and 4 PO yIR for 

his Sou 

At the end of three Yeath, whierein he 
exerciſed himſelf in the meditating, . 
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Gregor web 10 the fer # }f Alon: 
{ode er eh le ena 


to return to Mexico. 'by' ubyice. 
FatherFr. Domingo de Salazar, 


= Lopez. liked well i in Amayas, 
_ Gs enjoying! © 24a freely his ſolitude, 


jſand meeting - pam enow to exer- 
rakes "= Patience, wn, the want 
jes. for his. convenence : 


apt cy 
L ee decked 


the DAL t 
es re FT: 2, 


nt Peop poo gs 
ſs,0n Fol L, Holy: 
$5. baving ng. remote- poſicſhon nor 
E the: country, to..cxcuſc DEE fy 
Ghurck 's PRecegry: £ 

only. jcmporall neceſſity a; ſufficient 
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\ 


n hexein, and not e particu] 3 
- winin __ 


Call of if Sod, "al pr of the, 
. Ghoſt, ch Lrew:eo this defert of op p< 
and Nitria, and. other quarters -" 
number of men, who ſetup the Minahs L. 
and Heremitick life, without having op 
ortunity in one ? nay, divers Years, of 
falkllind tht prece t, and others of like 


i” 3 from, which in the indgm 


dgment oth 


ref pok Does frous en they x Fe %k 
EXC An repory Loper © 
any diecy 0 very "well on ay the) 


frendes of the infemit ignorance off Þ<[ 
E; and for avol ſcandall F: 
Kao 26 pod to the for avoiding of Alonſo dl f! 
Avales, ,wherehe might hear Maſs. ** 
Alonſo de Avalos received him with 
much kindneſs, and demonſtrations « 
courteſy, offcting him a Garden, he had; 
of a very good aire, and ſituation ; 
uuderftanding, thathe never eat fleſh, 
commanded his Steward to eraploy 'k 
Tndian to catch certain litle fiſh for the dis 
et of Gregovy. He accepted'the Garden; 
but conſented not, that ary man ſhon 
be ſet on_work for him, And'ſo the two 
any that he ſpent there, he Hved 
n milk, and curds; At the" ; 
*: Thi time (underſtanding, thatitwas | 
Gods will) he determined 'to- return tos 
ward Zacatecas, And the nightbi 


OY q 


"I ” ap. 4., gl Le ITCH C bd _— 
o geparture, it hapned, that as he was ex- 
Wl pecting day to take his Journy, at that 


Ut: very time began that great Earth-quake, 
c&I Which fell out in thoſe parts, in the year 


141566, and, as Gregory was oing to open 
{his caſement, the beams of his Cham- 


ket ber fell down', without doing” him 'any 


hurt, : 2 +. wy | 
4 1n_this his journy , he came toa farm 
or Mannour of Sebaſtian Mexia, where 
| they gave him good entertainment, which 
he [ſtaying there for ſome time] recom- 
ſed with his good example, and pious 
ff diſcourſes, which made ſuch impreſſion 
+2] on his Hoſt, that forthwith quitting his' 
#4 curious and coftly apparel he clad himfelf 
in courſe Cloath, ſbch! as Gregory wore : 
To whom he bare ſo great love and re- 
4:0 ſpect, that he determined to pur hiv Soul 
j and Eſtate both into his hands, that ſghe 
44 Might take charge and diſpoſe of all ac- 
cording tg the great prudence wherewith 
he perceived God had endued him. But 
he ſuſpeRing as much, and underſtanding 
that Sebaſtian Mexia was tody ſhortly, 
judged it not expedient for him to.charge 
himſelf with anothers eſtate, who, (the 
freer to ſerve God) had Tones his own': 
and ſo, to the'great grief of all there, he- 
went on his way toward 7 TE i ; 


IT 


18 rife of of oe v'Lop /, Chap. | 
At that time went preaching in theMines 
and Towns about Zacatecas Fr, Doming 
' de Salazar aneminent perſon of the 0rde 
of Preachers; who by the familiar con- 
17a had with Gregory took ſuch af- 
ection to his good Spirit and manner of n: 
living, that he carneltly requeſtedhim toll w 
goto the Covent of the order of St. Do-ſW Þh 
muixick at Mexico, where he would pro-Wl ft 
cure him a cell and maintenance, there 
to lead his Life with the more quiet and 
ſecurity, employing himſelf all alone in 
' Prayer, and the cxercife of his vocation, 
ok 10bt totally depriving himſelf of the 
nefits and advantages which a Life in cc 
community (of Kel:g:oks eſpecially) car- o 
ries with it, © Gregory , conceiving that £ 
courſe was no hindrance to that which} cr 
our Lord had difcovered to him, of ad- ff le 
difting himſelf- to Prayer, and the con- fÞ p: 
templation of Divine things, determined Jj. th 
to follow the counſel a man ſo learned} m 
and ſo much a Servant of God, as Father 
Domingo , gave him; and accepted the 
.conveniehce and charity offered, and re- 
furned - back to Mexico, having livedin 
the parts above mentioned-of Amaiae,the 
the villages.of 4vales, and Mexia's Man- 
- nour about ſeven years ;with two months 
that he ſerved a certain man on the occa- 
flon I ſhall now relate. He 


4 
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hap, 4. The Life of Gregory Lopez. 19. 
. He vs war d, 2s hath bin ſaid, 
in, thick courſe cloth , and having with 
time worn out his clothes be was-mind- 
ded to lopk out ſome ſeryice thereabouts 
to get what might ſupply him to coyer his 
nakedneſs. He came to. a rich Farmer 
who willi gly entertained him, and gave 
him charge over thoſe of hisfamily,to in- 
ftruct them, and employ them in their ſe- 
veral offices. . This Gregory did on' the 
. one fide with ſo much care and diligence,” * 
on the other with ſo much love any umj- 
lity, that he made them all aſtoniſhed as 
his rare yertue, enamoured with his ex- 
cellept cofiverſation and company, and 
ehrous to have him ever. with them. 
ut be,; having in two months gotten . 
enough for his poor clothing went thence, | 
leaving them in great ſorrow at his-de- 
n- | -parture, which they could not prevent ci-, 
ea |. ther with ijntreaties, and tears; or with 
ea | mony, which they offered him. - . ,_ :_.. 
er} During the time that Gregory lived int 
he theDeſert.great were the terrours where- 
re- | with the Devil had laboured to affcight 
in] him, and make him turn back and det 
he | from{his ;holy, purpoſe : ſomtimes. with 
in- | the, yells, howlings and roaring of the 
tis | wild heats of the ficld, otherwhiles with 
the; cruel: murders the /2dien Chicbimecos 
Ao. ; C2 every 


- 


A 


\ 


_ evety day executed in thoſe parts on the 
Spaniards : otherwhiles he aſſaulted him 
with ſundry temptations interiour, and 
therefore the morefubtile,and dangerovs. 
In all which he preſently had recourſe to' 
his Prayer and the Armes our Lord had 
ſhewn and given him for his defence : 
which were this total reſignation where- 
with he put both himſelf and his affairs 
. into the hands of God. He repea- 
red thoſe' words, wherein he had found 
' ſo much light, and erudition, Fiat volun- 
' £45 tua, &c; and proſtrate on the ground 
before the Divine Majeſty he ſaid 5 Lord 
thou art a Father, and every thing is done 
sn thy preſence, and with thy will. With 
this he recovered new forces to go on in 
his Way. | 

Helived (as is ſaid) in great Poverty, 
yet never asked alms in all this time,* or 
afterward in his whole life ; but, com- 


mitted all to the divine Providence ate 


what they freely, and voluntarily gave 
him, without asking : and, when this 

failed him, he got his living by working. 
' Hepaſſed many days with parched Ma:z: 
and a whole Lent only with Purſlane ; 
from whence began that great weakneſs 


he had at hisStomack, which gave him oc- | - 


cafion enough of meriting all his Life. He' 
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- him a Cell, without taking the R /igrous 
gd. fe C 3 Fair 


ſomtimes iſed Corporal exerciſe in a lit- 
tle Garden ; though the herbs he ſet, and 
cultivated, he ſcarce ever ate of, but jn 
much charity gave them to ſuch as paſſed 
by. He every day read a certain time 
fn the Holy Scripture ; and ſomtimes his 
Lection was in S. Paxls Epiſtles, in Spa- 
niſh , before they were forbidden. Of 
which elſwhere more at large. | 
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CHAP. V. 


' He returns to Mexicoz and. having 


bin at the Covent of S, Dominic, 
goes thence toGuaſteca,to continue 
his ſolitary Life. 


S ſoon as he came to Mexico, he re- 

paired preſently to the Covent of 
the Dominicans to Father Deminic de 
Salazar, to aſſiſt him, as he had promi- 
ſed, in procuring him a Cell, in that holy 
Houſe. But, he being not at preſentin 
the City, Gregory Lopez. partly declared 
his intentjon . to ſome very grave and 
learned Fathers of that holy Order , who 
anſwered him, it was not pofible to grant 


»" 


- he. wore feared the being chargeable tof 
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Mbit too, which they offered him with' 


mych gladneſs,and the joy of all, So, ha- 


ving ſtaid there ſome days expedting his 


7atron, on whoſe word and favour he re-. 


lied, 'and being informed'by them about 
hjs not returning ſoſoon, and that, when 
he came, be could not obtain kis requeſt, 
upon” this likewife perfwading himſelf 
that his vocation was not to live'in Com- 
munity, but ſolitary, he departed from 
that holy company to the grief of the Fa- 
thers,' and himſelf, for leaving ſuch pious 
Company. 


\* Therenpon, conceiving it more proper 


For him, and in a manner neceſlary, to 
follow his firſt vocation, and "the courſe, 
our Lord had ſhewn him, and in which 
he had'proceeded ſo far, to the great im- 
.provement of hisSoul.he reſolved to go to 
I Gxafreg; which they deſcribed tohim for 


A valt countrey,unpeopled,but abounding 


; Much in; wild fruits, hereon he might 
s hin This place Gre ory Lopez. made 
,iChoice of, to continue the exerciſes'of his 
.Jolitude,in.: and, though he might juſtly 
F£ar zbis preſeat courſe, by reaſon of his 

nfirmities, and | weakneſs of -Body,; yet 
he entertainers and hoſts ;'a : ing where- 
4n he was ever yery cautions,and diſcreet. 
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x God otherwiſe diſpoſe of 'him. Ys 
te 


| CW I IIS. EY 9 
ng his whole confidence in the 
ivine Providence, he ſettled there, till 


lived upon fruits, herbs, and roots of 


JT Field : he valiantly fought the battels of. 
'the Lord, continuing the exerciſe of the 


Love of God, and his Neighbour, wherein 
(as we have ſeen) the Divine Bouni 
had founded him, and adyanced him ve 
tar. | ' 
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CHAP. V1, 


'Of agreat Sickne(s he had,s and how 


{ome abour this time conceived ay 
ill opinion of him, but others much 
eſteem and admire him. 


Regory Lopez. conld have continued 
'1n this Wilderneſs of Guaſfteca all 
the reſt of his life, had he diſcerti- 


.edit to have been Gods Will: which his 


Majeſty ſhewed it was not, by means of.. 


a very dangerous Bloudy-flux, he ſent 


him, which he endured alone, many days, 


_;With.ſuch inconveniences, as may be img- 
gined, in. ſo great want of allthings ne- 


C4 _cefary 


__ 
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24 The Life of Gregory Lopez. Chap,6} C 
ceſſar for his cure, and likewiſe for his] ve 
ordinary ſuſtenance. But it pleaſed God 
that a.Prieſt of yery exemplary vertue, 
| Called Zohn de Meſa (who without any} a« 
ſtipend taught thoſe people, liberally be. {| of 
Rowing. his Eſtate on the Poor and in 
needy) had notice of his neceſſity ,where- 
to he applied a remedy with great Cha- | V 
rity : ſending inſtantly for the Sick Man, þ th 
and providing for him in his own houſe | tc 
with all care, and tenderneſs. 
He was brought extreme low with this | cr 
Sickneſs z ſ6 that being very weak, as C 
having not been able to cat any thing for | ca 
_ days, he fell into a fleep, out off ti 
which | he awaked ſuddenly - with ſome || ſe 
ſtretgth and appetite to cat, and within a | of 
' ſhort” time regained his perfect health. | 
Yet notwithſtanding this his good Hoſt 
; would not conſent that he ſhould return | tt 
to the Deſert, but kept him in his Houſe | th 
[near upon four Years, with very great a 
.edification both to himſelf, & the Neigh- | £ 
ours about, who upon the report of his | 1 
-excellent.' qualities came to ſee him. | fi 
Though he neyer diſcovered to any, who | t« 


_ 


he was, nor what his Vocation, northe | 
Mental Exerciſes, hc uſed, his meer good | i 
carriage, and exterior compoſition gain- | P 


: td the admirdtion, and affection of di- 
; $8 «7 w --- F. :Þ-:1 h Fe... of : vers. 


p.6, 


r his] vers. 


God 


tue, 


Chap. 6. The Life of Gregory Lope: 


Notwithſtanding there wanted 
not ſome, that looked upon this With a- 
nother kind of eye, atid likewiſe framed 
a different judgment of Gregory's manner 
of proceeding. ' For, he having, as they 
imagined, no work, or exerciſe to em- 
ploy himſelf in, they judged him for a 
Vagrant or unprofitable perſon., And 
the ſuſpicion went further : ſor, ſome 
took him for an Heretick, though they 
faw him then preſent at Maſs, and obedi- 
ent to the other external obligations of a 


Chriſtian, as well as the reſt, And, be- 


cauſe on this occaſion I had the firſt no- 
tice of his manner of living, I will here 
ſet down the relation which was given me 
of him. | £3 © EAISW, 
There came about that time from thoſe 
parts to Mexico a Prieſt, and among o- 
ther buſineſſes entruſted to him to treat 
there one was ; That thereabouts lived 


a man, who was much ſuſpeRed to be a 


' Lutheran Heretick , becauſe he carried 


no Beads for his prayers, nor uſed other 
ſigns, by which good Chriſtians are wont 


to, expreſs their devotion and a ſound 


mind. I asked him, whether the party 
ſpoke well in matters of faith ; and if his 
practice were ſutable : He told me, he 


af 


. F of faith, 


fe of Gregory Loperx. Chap. 
asto his practice, he was a perſon blame- 
leſs, he kept almolt always alone , as 
though he had extraordinary bufineſs, 
\ yet never acquainted any therewith.. He 
continues long, ſaith -heg .in the Church, 
gnd,we.cannot extortfrom him what his 
Gountry is, who 'his ,Parents, and Kin- 
gred ; he treats of nothing of the World, 
gs though he had never lived in it. I fa- 
miliarly replied, that I would not. have 
the Prieſt. like Hel:, who, miſtook for an 
effect of Drunkenneſs the change Anna 


diſcovered in her looks, when ſhe pray- 


ed weeping bitterly beſore God. If you 


ſhould ſee a Thief without his Beads,you 
would not thereupon take him for an He- 
-retick , how much leſs then a perſon of 
ſo ggod - life, ſo well read in Scripture, 
and-whote converſation ſeems to be only 
with God'? The Prieft ſatisfied with this 
reaſon anſwered, that,what I ſaid he.ap- 
proved of ,1and- that he, muſt needs be a 
-very good:\Man : adding, L have a mind 
-to carry him a hat , for, he wears none 
'(perhaps;becauſe he hath none), and will 
\forbear from informing. the 1nqu/ar977 
eagainſt him, -as: I, intended. This paſſed 
-betwixt the Prieſt & me:concerning, Gre- 
-gory Lopez, of hom till.then I knew.no- 


and had all the Bible by heart : i 


thing; 


-fIC ap.7. The Life Gregory Lop ES 
thing, nor did T1 then Knowhis Name; 
though, by the aforefaid relation, T had 
1good opinion of his-manner'of life, our 
Lordlayitig a beginning, without my un- 
© | derftanding ſo miuch, for the great fa- 
h, yours - and thercies , which his'Divine 
his Majeſty by teans'of this his Servant was 
19- } to dome; as ſhall be ſheiwn hereafter. 


fa} — Frome 

* CHAP. VII. 

4 After fonr years ſpent at Guaſteca, too 

ou | - wuch known. he xremoves to Atriſco: 

ou and ' from hence for the ſame cauſe 

le: | tothe SantFuary of our Lady of Re- 

of medies; where, #ppn new com- 

'c, YET j * 2s , ho. ; 
& plaints made, he 15 examined (as be | 
© fort in Arriſco) by the Commande- F4 
D- "ment of. the Arch-biſhop, touching F 
2 his Spirit and manner of Life s who 

1d | remains -muth ſatisfied-withthe Re- 

"1 [ation thereof. 

'*7" He delite Gregory Lopez had iof mot © 

"L being known ,/ and the great care 
© | + © Che uſed in concealing his'Spirit, 


'aj@hervical Vertyes, madehimThift his 
a ata "5 


— 


28 7 1: Life of Pe egor) ; ,ope: * 
Ration , in imitation of the ancient Ha: 
znites 3, who , fearing to be known an 
honoured by men,. travelled often froj 
place to place. So, having lived} 
Guaſteca about four years, and ſecing7; 
himſelf much known, and generally e}' 
 ſteemed by the [ndians, and Spanigraih* 
through inſtin& of the Holy Gholt (fe 


it is conceived, he thereby alwa) o 
changed his ſtation or aboad) he depar Me 


ted for Atriſco; and a League off ne "_ 
Town, before his entrance into it, God 


preſented him to a man of quality, "» 
name Fohn Perez Romero, who in ti Ma 
houſe afforded kim a Lodging, and ever Gi 


thing neceſfary for his maintenance. 
liked here very well; for, his Entertaif, 
ners were very good Chriſtians, andpro-J * 
fited theriſelves by the good counſels, ' 
and the example, he gave them (this be-J 
ing the thanks and requital our Pilgrim 
made them that entertained him, and 
whereyer he went. | o 
The temper of the Country was very 7 
orateful to wh and the rivers, brooks, 
and freſh aire of the Fields, ſuch as mi 
contribure much to devotion and 
lection, Yet it was not our Lords 
he ſhould live there above. twy- Years | 
. For, the ſqwer of tares, and 'Rnemy. off - 


ght] 
ol 
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- Jour welfare uſeth to' obſcure and bury 
he Vertue, and light, which ſhine and 
enlighten us, that others may not profit, 
,*Jnor go forward in the ſervice of God ; as 
"Adid by his means the Hoſts of Gregory, 
and many of the Neighbours about. _ 
| To compaſs his ends, the Enemy uſed 
""Y for his infurtent certain Religiovs Per- 
fois that lived there, none of the learn- 
* x feder ſort , though well-meaning, it is 
i ikely, and zealous, but not ſecundum ſe:- 
| intiam, Who, ſeeing ſo great mortifica- 
tion and compoſedneſs in ſo young a 
| Man, and ſuch admirable wiſdom, ver- 
tue, and ſpirit in one unſtudied, and 
| wearing no habit of any Order, wherein 
{he might have acquired ſuch excellent 
qualities, were greatly ſcandalized, and 
feared where was nothing to fear , and, 
| forgetting that ſaying, The Hood makes 
not the Monk; and what the Prophet 
ſaith, Bleſſed is the man whom thou ſhalt 
inftrutt- O Lord, and teach hin out of thy 
Law; Pſal. 93. 12. they ſo aggravated. 
1.1 the matter before the then Archbiſhop of 
>. | exico, that his Lordſhip thought it ne- 
cefſary to make very particular informa- 
— | tiot for diſcovering the truth ; which be- 
ing Juridically done, he declared with 
HM rent folemnity by publick ſentence the 
: 6 Dopon | extra- 
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30 1 y rfe-0 'G ec Dry 1 Lopez. in 
extraordinary piety, innocence, 204 ve | 
tue of Gregory Lopez, 

He having DLO gained a greater 
putation of SanCity in the opinion of it 


Romero, and, departing from him, and « 
his Family, and thoſe quarters, Brie 
for the loſs of ſuch holy and (6 edify 
company, he took his journey tqwar 
Mexico, And from a place near Teſcucy 
lifting up his eyes he eſpied on the other 
fide of the City the Houfe and Sanctuary 
of our Lady of Remedies ; and, thinking 
there might haply be found ſome dg 
there, where he might live in the-proſes 
cution of. his ſolitary life, he made to. 
ward it, without entring 2/exico ; and, 
perceiving the Houſe was dedicated to | 
the. Mother of God, he rejoyced ex 


{traight asked- the leaye- of Zeb cad | 


ceedingly,and purpoſed: to.continue there | Hi 


in the ſervice of the Queen of Heaven. 
God directed all this for the good of ma- 
ny ſouls there, who profited much in ver- 


tue by. the behaviour and diſcourſes of ſr 


Gregory 

For ſome Months at; bis. firſt coming} 
none knew who .he was , and ſcaxce; a0y l; 
-heeded him : for, being exremengp Fory off. 
not diſcovering outwardly: th 
God inwardly did. him 1 E-2,, 


mp.;. The Life of Gregory Lopez. 3t 
ven in his exterior a ſimple man, of weak 
IF parts, and little underſtanding, there was 
"16 tone that reſorted to him, or that light 
pon that treaſure, which God had hid 
I this Solitude. Herevpon he ſuffered 
peat neceſſity and lack of maintenance ; 

that T underitood he lived there many 
days only upon wild Quinces. 

Yet after ſome ſpace they began to ob- 
ſerve him more, certain devout perſons 
from time to time, when they kept their 
Novendials there, inviting him todinner, 
ing They marked diligently and exactly the 
ngy newattire,. and manner of life of their 

veſt, Some were edified with his 
rhe and carriage , others were 
afraid of it ; judging it ſomwhat ſuſpici- 
ous to leave the common road wherein 
ex-| moſt went, Others leſs adviſed thought 
ere him a man of ill life, and a concealed 'He- 
en. retick , abhorring him, and ſhunning his 
0a» communication and company z and in 
er-J this particular he ſuffered much withve- 
of {ry admirable patience : though I havenot 
_ | been able hitherto to learn more particu- 
ing kirly the/notable things which there befell 
0) f hith. fy 
of | The' news of this came to the 44/ch- 
thop's rearing, Don Pedro Moya de Con-: 
trira; of tappy memory, wie, aulenarne 2 
£ 7-> _ > ''@ 


fo fovigitant and Ta Prelage, deſire 
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to be informed concerning the life, anc 
manners of Gregory Lopez, and the Spiri 
that guided him. 
About this time went to our Lady of 
Remedies to ſee him ;;and by the diſcourſe 
F bad with' him [ was much ſatisfied cons 
cerning his Spirit,” and accounted him a 
man of ſolid and well-grounded vertue. [ 
gave this relation to the ſaidArch-Biſhop, | x, 
telling-him', this was my opinion, His 7 
gorath for the further ſatisfying him- ,; 
elf and better diſchargi "S his office, in+ 
tended to;examine this buſineſs rhore par- |. f; 
ticularly. Sd he enjoyned Father Alonſy jar 
Sanchez; of the Soctety of Teſus, a man © 
great piety, and learning, much addicted 
to ſpiritual matters, and experienced | q; 
therein, purpoſely, and with all diligence | 14 
to examine Gregory Lopez,, making (as] 
they ſay.) an' Anatomy of him, and to} ,, 
conſider his employments, exerciſes, and | 1, 
manner of proceeding. With this Com- | 
miſſion the ſaid Father went to our Lad ) ar 
of Remedies, ſpending much time wit 


Gregory, and asking him very particular | 
queſtions concerning the Catholick Faith, | /. 
his own cuſtomes ,- and Spirit; to all | x 
which he anſwered with ſuch caution, angla mM 
humility; and in ſo few words, . that he 


"left 


= a = "44 _ 
i "FR - £7, Hat 
£4 « 7 3 16S wb 4 | 


TY Teft him fill more in ſuſpenſe; and. doubt, 
Ny 2nd more defirons of getting the truth 
out of him. Therefore, thinking any other 
courſe was but loſing time,he reſolved to 
fpcak plain to him; And ſo with a/grave;z 
& ſevere aſpect he tlius beſpake him. 7 de- 
fire ro be free with you, My Lord Arch- ' 
Biſhop ſends mt to takg copniſante of his 
Sheep : anſwer me clearly, | and plainly, 
| To which Gregory replied': 1t ix very fie; 
T ſhould obey my Paſtor, and Prelate, and 
your Reverence in his name. Having 
miſed this, he began anew to fift '*.. ; 
from top to bottome; asking him many, 
#and very ſubtil queſtions in matters -of 
6ur holy Faith, and Chriſtian dottrine: 
toall which he anſwered: clearly, and di” 
ſtintly , grounding his anſwers. on the 
Holy Scripture, and relating; the Here- 
fies, that had: riſen againſt the Catholick. 
truth, telling the: times, . and! principal 
heads of the. Arch- Hereticks', together 
with the Saints, and Eccleſialtial writers, 
and Dottors, that have impugned, and 
written againſt them. , | 
This he did with ſuch weght of ſen- 
tences, and -grovity of expreſſion, that 
the Father remained aſtoniſhed. But he 
much more wondred at the excellent ſo- 
h 4 lutions he gave to "—_ doubts, and' 
k 


to obje&ions he propoſed to him , about 
his Spirit, and manner of Life : perceiv- Y 
ing in him a rich tock-of divine and hu- 
mane prudence. Hereupon the ſaid Fa- 
ther was not only well ſatisfied of the ex+ 
eellent Spirit of Gregory, but alſo much 
aﬀececd - and taken with him. 

Of alt this he gave the Arch. Biſhop a 
relation and account ; and his Lordſhip 
was exceedingly pleaſed, that a man of 
fo great yertue, and Spirit, had ;oyned 

unſelfto his flock ; and from thence for- Y 

ard he canfed him to be rmych made 
of and often viſited ; my felf being the 
Meffenger and, internuncio. | 

The firſt time that I ſpake with the | gf 
Archbiſhop, after Father -Honſo Sarnberx | 
had' given him an' account of his com- 
miffion, . his Lordſhip told mg, that, a- 
mong other things, which the Father ſaid 
to him, in; favour and approbation. of 
Gregory Lopez, were theſe words: :Tru- 

"my L in. compariſon off this man, 1 

wot begun my ſpiritual. A,B. C. 
A 


| CHAP. VI1I. 


* | For gaining better health be 6 ve- 
moved to the Hoſpital of Guaſteca 3 
pa and the intexior and exterior E xer- 


ip c:ſes, wherein he there imployed 
of þimPelf. 
or- T Wo years had Gregory Lopez. 5 


nued in the holy Houſe * our La- 
; dy of Remedies,” when he felt him- 
ſelf very weak, and tortured with pains 
of the Stomacks; and the Colick; iy rea- 
n of which diſpoſitions: the cold ard. 
| frong wingg} that commonly blow in' 
25 | thoſe highKountries , were very ill for 
| him: fo uf for wait of health, his re- 
moval was neceſſary to the Hoſpital of - 
Guaſteca which is in the Marquiſate of 
I} ate, twelve Leagues from Mexico.  * 
As ſoon. as the Archbiſhop -underftood 
of this reſolution, he ſenthim a Horſe of - 
his own Stable,-and ſome cated, rogether 
| with a Servant 40 attend him and ferve : 
my Tr —_k Lady tx x 
Cc om -our Oo — 
: ] dirs for Pagers, Gries Lopez 1 _— 
rcin-« 
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36 Life of G gory Lopez. Chap. x 
Archbiſhop's Servant, and my ſelf, in the 
year 1589. and ſo great was the eſteem 
which they held him in, who» had con- 
verſed here with him, thatat his depar- 
ture they all ſtrove to get ſome of his 


| poor Houſholdſtuft, which was at pre- 


ſent two or three Sheepskins; that ſerved 
him for a bed, and a Pitcher to-keep wa: 
ter in. And, though I intended to get 
one of thoſe Sheepskins, I could not 0b- 
tain it, notwithſtanding I was Cxrate of 
the Cathedral, and fo well known of all; 
ſuch was the affetion and devotion 
wherewith' 'the pious people deſired 
them, þ 

Left Gregory or! his way to/Guaſteca, 
that might not be wanting to my charge 
at Mexico, He, attended by the Arch- 
biſhops Servant, ſo ſoon as arrived there; 
was received by Brother Steven de: Her- 
rera, though the accommodations could 
not be great, by reaſon of the poverty 
the Hoſpital ſuffered in thoſe jts begin: 
nings. He placed himiinhis own Lodg- 
ing, with order to altaw him neceſſary 
maintenance, and not 'to-employ hitn ih 
any = atall. The Brother performed 
toward him all offices of Charity, 'which 
he uſed: toward thoſe that came thither, 
For, thovgh: the number wasgreat, by 
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reaſon of the pleaſant temper of the aire, 
er ©} excellent for recovering of health, and 

-| the Hoſpital then had no revenue ſuffici- 
ent for maintaining. the Poor, nor houſe 
to lodge them in, nor meanes to build 
{with ; yet it was never wanting compe- 
{| tently to ſupply them both for their cure, 
«| and relief, 

A thing -indeed, which viewed only 
with humane eyes may feem impoflible, 
and too extravagant. Yet ſuch was the 
| courage of Bernardine Alvarez,the Foun- 
der not of that Hoſpital only, but like- 
wiſe of that of the Convaleſcents:in Mex- 
ico, and of many others which are dif- 
ca, pexſed over all New Spain, that he de- 
roef ſerved moſt happy ſucceſs, proſpering 
ch-|| both in his relieving, and curing of many. 
re; | | remember, that, when asked this great 
er. | Servant of God his conſent, that Gregor 
ld Lopez might be admitted into that Hoſ- 
rtyſ pital, he anſ wered me; 1 would to God, 
in| Father Lofa, 7 could bring to my Hoſpital 
ig-f| a the Poor in the World; for, I have ve- 
ary 1y great confidence in Jeſus Chriſt, thar 

inf be would krep them all :\be it as you deſire, 
1edf| with all my heart. And in effect it is ſeen, 
ich] how weltgrounded on the Divine provi- 
er. | dence that work went ; fince, within two 
Years after jt was founded, there wasin 
| D 3 thag 


38. The Lifeof Gregory Hopez. Chap] Cha 
char Houſe of Graſteca proviſion for ſez] Ext 
 venty and five Perſons; and from thencyſ the 
forwardit hath ſo far increaſed, that God He 
; keeps a/Table in that Deſert for atf ſorts] part 
"= of poorand neceſfitous ; Men, and Wo:] Hol 
a gh, a Spanaras, or Indians ; who come Ma! 
oricure to this Hoſpital, not only out off and 
- all New Spain, but likewiſe from Gzate:| wel 
mala, and Pers, for the-good entertain- hea 
/ ment they find here, andthe plenty of allf ver 
neceſfaries for their health; and refreſh} anc 
3 ment, and the great charity and care} pre 
wherewith they-are looked' to ; ſo- thatf thi 
almoſt all thoſe that go thither with In.| on 
carable-Dieaſesin a ſhort' time recover 
perſe@health, "This, in brief, ofthis fa- ” 
mous Hoſpital; becauſe [conceive, that 
Gregory Lopez. his being there at its be-| cc 
ginning' Was no ſmall cauſe of its n- th 
creaſe. h1 
- Here then our regory had his mainte-| n 
nance certain under thetitle-of Volunta-l Þ 
ry-Poverty, and being alfo diſcharged of b 
all cares (though temporal things never} © 
diſquieted tim )-he employed | himſelf} is 
wholly 'in\ Divine Contemplation, and} 
Mental Exerciſes, perfeing himſelf in] 
the-Love' of 'God--and* his/ Neighbovr, | 1 
| 
} 


LY 


wherein ſ0- wany Years before (5) had: 
ju the- foundation: Bur', though hy 
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ſe: Exerciſe was the ſame, the irmptovertients 
ence] therein every day were very different. 
30d] He was all day retired in a Chamber a- 
vortsf part. He went forth on Sundays, and 
Holidays, and fome Week-days to hear 
Maſs ; and this in the Hoſpital-Chappel; 
and, if fomtirae Maſs failed : there , he 
went to the Monaſtery of Sr. Dominic to 
| hearit/ And, though that place was fo 
If very delightful, by reafon of the many 
I and good ſprings, the fields, woods, and 
4 proſpets, yet he never went forth to fee 

them, all the time he lived there, fave 
only once, and that at my inRance. 

He ſellome 'vifited the, Sick, becauſe 
by reaſon of his great weakneſs andten- 
at], derneſs of conſtitution the i] ſmall, 'pro- 
be-] cecding from the contagious -Difeaſes 
in-] that are cured there , did .cxcecdingly 
| hurt him, For this reafoa there wanted 
te-1 not ſome of thoſe who attended the Hof- 
ta-| pital which murmured againſt. him ( it 
of] being no” news for Martha to complain 
er of Mary) as a ſhallow, impertineht, -and 
If} idle Perſon. | But-thoſe that attentively 
1d] confidered the aftions of 'Grepory y 6 
in judged far otherwiſe of him; for, «8 
r, | found by their eveprricody than Al 
df mighty God favourcdand aſhited theng 
is by nicans of his Prayent _ Paints © 
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"40 The Lifeof Gregory Lopez. Chap MCh: 
by theit bodily ſtrength was'increaſed tg] Vie 
help the fick' day and night, They alſo[mat 
Se the great gift of Counſel God[ we: 
ad conferred' on him, wherewith hel wit] 
F comforted, andcalmed thoſe,that in theirJand 
>. afflitions and troubles repaired tohim.Þoft 
He had a ſpecial talent in pacifying, and{him 
chearing many of the Sick, who either] Caj 
through their ill humour, or the violenceſpro 

of their diſeaſe, were ſo cholerick and{con 
peeviſh; that the.Infirmarians could noted 
endurethem. So that, theſe things well|Wb 
weighed, he was no ſmall benefit to the]kzo 
Hoſpital ; eſpecially being one that had [ſho 

no office, or charge to meddle with any [thi 
thing therein; for, he was never one of | / 

+ thoſe Brothers, called: of the Convale- | Fr. 
. | Yeents: and (as was ſaid) Bernardin 4l- |dic, 
warez had commanded expreſly that he |doz 
Thould not be employed about any | Re: 
thing.” © the 

" Trhave obſerved ( not without ſome |fuſ 
profit to my Soul) that the Devil our ſour 
adverſary having been worltcd in any at- [in 
tempt, or skirmiſh, and (as they ſay) 
layed his hands on his head, yet uſually 
returns ſo freſh to the combate, ſo-erects 

his creſt,” ſo prepares and excites himfelf; | 

and with ſuch courage renews the-'en--1 


eounter, ''as if he, had before been.. the 1 
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dt Victor. Hereupon he reaſlaults the ſame 
alſo]man, as if he engaged only with our 
3od[ weakneſs, and there were not with, and 
| hefwithin, us the favour of Almighty God, 
neirJand aid of the ſtrong one armed, Chriſt, ſo 
im.foft as with Faith, and Hope we ask it of 
and[him. Gregory, as an old Souldier of our 
herCaptain eſis, knowing well this ſure \ 
nceſprotection, when I related to. him any 
andjconflicts internal , or external, anſwer- 
noted with the Holy-Ghoſt, 
yell] Who « not Af hs , what T Eccl. 34-9.. 
the [krows he ? F As if he _ Won" 
had ſhould ſay, Ye knows no- he lia ſe * E:" 
ny (thing. 
> of | About this time that admirable Perſon 
:le- | Fr. Peter de Pravia of the Order of Pre- 
4l- [dicants, the mjrrour and pattern of wif- . 
he |dome, humility, and religion, being firſt 
ny [Reader in Divinity, and Vicar General of 
the Archbiſhoprick, of Mexico, having re- 
me |fuſed a Biſhoprick, (whoſe Soul, I hope in 
our Lord, is, with his Father St. Dominic 
in Heaven , irradiated. with yery great :8 
glory) went excecding privately to _ + 
Graſteca , to enquire into the. liſe, and 
manners of Gregory Les - and it is 
if; {likely that ſuch a one,ſo free from paſſion, 
n--Jhad fafficient grounds moving him'to f; 


-Jo.in perſon to him. In concluſion he” 2 
| mage 7 x" 4:6 


4.2 The Life of Gregory Lopez. ClapMOh: 
made a diligent and particular fcruvin 
concerning his manner of  proceedingſſceſs 
and life, and found ſo good a report andfjwhi 
teſtimony, that from thence forward Miver: 
bare him a greater reſpect and love. Aniithe 
this I obſerved; though the faid Fathaffrk. 
acquainted me with other tkings of very t 
great importance and fecrecy, he neveghim 
imparted to me his intention 11 going thif Ap! 
ther. | Jalc 
I ;haye alſo been informed, that theſſhis 
Biſhop of Guadalaxara with all care andtha 
diligence made enquiry into Gregoryyſne\ 
managers, during thoſe ſeven Y ears,which{Sur 
we have ſaid he lived in that Dioceſs]me 
And his Lordſhip underſtood clearlyhin 
that, though Satan uſed all his power to 
obſcure the life and fame of this great} 
Servant of God, yet he always came 
forth hike Gold out of the Crufible, pu- 
rer, an@yore re] plendent 
Gregory did another work of no ſmall] BY 

beneht in that Hoſpital, which was the 
making a Book of Phyſick,, extracted 
from divers experiments, and the great 
judgment he. had in the Properties and 4 
natural vertue of Herbs. This Book the] 
"Brothers found uſeful, and advantageous 

to them for their curing the Sick; and] ſer 
"when they went about all the country'tof the 
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rink alms. And the benefit and good ſyc- 
ingficeſs of thoſe remedies and medicines, 
andlyhich by that Book they applied to ſe- 
d Keveral Diſeaſes, was very ſtrange; as if 
Anſthe Author had many years ſtudied Phy: 
reryld He many times likewiſe employed 
evarghimſelf'in making, and mending his poor 
thi Apparel; for, in this he had a particular 
Yulent; and he cut-out, and made-up all 
theſſhis clothes, even to his litle grey cloke 
andJthat covered him, except a hat, which he 
Ty4never uſed, unleſs he went ina very hot 
hich}Sun. He'made him no new Shoes, but 
eſs}mended them ſo well, that a pair laſted 
xrly{him above three Years, | EI 
7 toll YT 
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mall] By reaſon of a. great Sickneſs Gregory” | 

' the] Lopez returns to Mexico : and. ab 

Red] from thence goes to Santta-Fe, © 3 

reat | 25 on 

| 


| rn Moan J 
and 9's Lord was pleaſed to remove this,, ** 
* Light, that'for a while it mie 2 
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eOUS ſhine.in ſome other parts, So » FO NR 
and] ſent this his Servant a purple Faver ;. ; 


y i. though at firſt it was riot known for "4 4 
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b: Life of regory Lopez. Chap.g 
He with his great courage, mortificationy d 
and patience, kept on foot as well as hefwhi 
could for three Days,; till the violence of ed 

his diſeaſe made him content to be treasItha 
red like a Sick man. He was let blaed kim 
above fourteen times, which, in one-ſa{mu 


weak,. was enough to have put an end to (evi 
his life, But our Lerd kept him for: an{this 
tho 


inſtrument of his greater plory, and the 
folic of many. So that, although he was |not 
\Kextirewe low, the Divine Bounty [of t 
ored- him ; but his ſickneſs left be-[eve 
hind it ſome very troubleſome remain- | ne 
ders , among which a great inflammation [to | 
of the Liver, and alittle lingering. Calen- |ral 
ture, that was notquite rooted out. ERC 
This forced him to remove to a colder [nei 
Climate,namely to a Town three Lo__ no1 
from Mexico, called $, Auguſtine, col 
lodged in the houſe of Sho de po Wan tin 
who had requeſted him at Gaſteee to | my 
come thjither. From whence ke writ-to | ſer 
me, giving me notice of his arrival ; this | for 
Letter I received having my foot in the | thi 
ſtirrup'to go to ſee him in Guaſteca. I | mt 
- went to S. Auguſtii's, where I foundthim | fai 
very weak, and ſtraitened for attendance | chi 
and logking to. So, not thinking it fit | 24 
goed grounds to leave him in, that" | Te 
rhe [ brought him with me tq Iſexico, | by 
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100, Jand kept him in my Houſe ſome Months 


 bewhilt he was recovering ; who alſo help- 


e of 


& many devout and ſpiritual perſons, 


reazIthat came to viſit him, and contuſe with 
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tim'/about their affairs. and he did'fo 
muchigood in'this place, . that it might be 


I toevidently diſcerned, that our Lord for 
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this purpoſe bronght him to this City: 
though all the time he lived here he went 
not-out of my houſe, ſave to the Celledge 
of the' Society of Jeſizs to hear Maſs tor 
even to the Yiceroy's Wife, the Hatchro- 
neſs of Villa Manrique, who much delved. 
fo ſee him, and intreated -me three ſeve-- 
ral times to bring him to the Palace; he 
excuſed 'himſelf tos' me, ſaying \, that 
neither he needed the Lady Marchronels, 
nor ſhe him. This proceeded from no ſmall 
courage and difintereſt, eſpecially in a 
time when the /farqueſs was honoured 
much , and the Marchioneſs much ob- 
ſerved, and reſpected by all. Indeed 
fome Years after Gregory, hearing that 
the Marqueſs was rtiuch troubled at a 
meſſage that came to him out of Spazr, 
ſaid-tome : Vow 7 would viſit the Mar- 
chionelſs, if ſhe ſent for me, And yet the 
Ma#yneſs and his Lady were theri in 

ufand Gregory at Santta-Fe : where-. 
be ſeen, how much x ſtranger he 
was” 


46 The Life of Gregory Lopez. Chap.gſe"* 
was to the ceremonies ordinarily uſed aÞ'©> 
mong men; inasmuch as he denied the 
Vihtin a time of proſperity which with$'** 
eaſe. he might have performed #7 and in heſ 
time of adverſity offered it himſelf, Þ25* 
though it would have coſt him a journyſ tt 
of above fourteen Leagues going and neſs 
coming. TE 4 
He was not perfectly recovercd in of t 
Mexico, nor quit of his lingering Calen- lect 
ture; his weakneſs was great, and his Rec 
appetite to his meat ſmall. On the @- ſo p 
ther fide he ſighed after his beloved So-]\? 
litude : though he had molt (triftly ob-: oo 
ſerved it at my houſe in Aexico, Yet |? 
notwithſtanding the commodiouſneſs of ſcat 
the Country more pleafed him. Where-**- 
upon I wentabout very carefully to ſeek} 
out ſome place nigh the City , where he f t 
might enjoy his Solitude, and I often vifit will 
him, and ſome way relieve his Sickneſs'|*£ 
and poverty. | © 
Whillt I was thinking thus; qur Lord'|\® 
ſo ordered, that one day we two went |<: 
forth to ſce a litle Village called SautZa- | 
Fe'two Leagues off Mexico; the govern- |'** 
ment whereof belonged to the Deax and'|2 | 
Chapter of the Church of Adechoacan," It: 
ſeemed to us very fit for our purpoſe, by | 
_ reaſon of its good temper, and healthful |- 
- * "-gire,'} 
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- aire, the green trees; and freſh ſprings, 
rhefbings. that uſe-to make ſolitnde more 
iithIprateful : Though Gregory little minded 
' infheſe delights, his converſation being al- 

ogether interior, as we ſhall ſhew in a- 

-ny (ther place. I communicated this buſi- 4 
ind (0s with Doctor Hernando Ortiz de Hi- -Y 
n0z0ſa firſt Reader of Divinity, and Cano | 
in (of the Cathedral of Mexico, Biſhop E- 
on. 1IE&t of Guatemala, who was at that time 
hig|Kector of Santta-Fe; Who, as became 
a. 0 pious aman, and one forward to ad- * 
co. [ance and promote all good, very freely 
»b-; Fave Gregory Lopez leave to dwell in a 
7et jhouſe ſomwhar diſtant from the Town, 
of [ſeated upon the river that runs to Mex-. 44 
re. (ice. \He commanded alſo, that the Ind. J 
elc-(425 ſhould provide him diet at the charge 
he'|of the Hoſpital erected there, whichlike- 
ire [wiſe belongs to the Church of Afrcho- 

eſs AS rus an 
Gregory Lopez having obtain'd this Li- 
\rd' [cence from Dofor. Ortiz, went to that Re- 
-nz ['rcat the 22th, of Jay,1589. 0n Monday 
lin Whitſ2-Week : where he continued his 
rn-/|{#erciſes of Prayer, and Contemplation 
ad [2 his Death : as ſhall be ſhewn here- 
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of the Life Gregory Lopez led mw ! 
SahQta-Feyg and he daily Exertbo 
cies. _ 
PETE - 
His Manſion was new to Gregory, ec 
but very commodious for hit 
Spiritual Exerciſes, which were Þ 
net new, but the ſame wherein God hadSu 
placed him at the firit, though {till with} fit; 
greater advancement. _ | life 
 Helived alone in that little Cottage a-$ſot 
bout ſeven Months' without converſingf wa 
with any , though as oft as I couldT vis 

ſited him; and ſomtinies, as'l thifk, ſome till 
other devout perſons : who ;* when, he 5:1 
went- on: Holy-days. to hear Maſs at the] To 
Pariſh-Church with thoſe of the adjoin'] fy! 

ing Quarter, were mach' edified to ſeep 
him : on which occaſion ſome time or oa tur 
ther they reſorted to him.  . {wo 
- By theſe frequent Viſits I made to him and 
his great ſtock of vertue and ſpirit every] mo 
day diſcovered it ſelf more to me; whidlcon 
-made -me very deſirous to live in hif|em 
compatiy, EF beſought our Lord by my tha 


| : 
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judgment of many, the employment o 


k 


Cre 


_ 


ea 
ling 

vi 
"me 


hey 


had in Xexico was ſome. way profits: 

and to Gods ſeryice,, For, I had a- 
| bove twenty Years' been Curite of the 
I Great Church, and took the charge of 
the baſhful Poor, whom I ſup pogbed lied with 


ry;Þ neceffaries the ſpace of. ten 
6 


re, out of the Rnd Icon "_ 
Þ this purpoſe. For ani Gule my 
Goperiors much doubted whether it Were 
| fit-to permit me to retire; to. a Solit: 
4life, But at the laſt our Lord .v as pleat 
ſo to dire, that 1 determing wg cours 
was expedient, and, my Sy 
ſented to jt, and gave. me. cav 
til theeſthey d 
So I came 


Port: of 


I T 


bo __ F became much more. c 
own- E 


edin the conceit "Vas atirtainedy & 
of ; which fo increaſed in'me, that e reryll ts 

q his ſpirit ſeemed to- me more a 

te, his vertues more 'heroical, and 
tion og celeſtial. 

Duri me, I underſtood a 
rs Þ Ritnfelf n many of thoſe ching 
trientioned in this Relation; though hell ac 
never ſet himſelf purpoſely to ſpeak of hi on 
own ire except on divers occatic | 

ed neceffary for ny 

profit, 6r rb __ And, this ; 
g ſeldome, unexpected! Y, anvy tha 
prone: ever heeding the recording it , did 
thinking to out-live him fo, as to be a I do\ 
to write of him, hence that which is het 16 
Helge comparifon of whur iw ociceed yor 
is very fittle :: and alſo thoſe admirably br 
things which I obferved in him can hard} lit 
by bf be well in an hiſtorical dify * / 

| Simpl a notify here that his life] 
that what he did onedayf fro: 

7 another ; and by* this rule and line] of - 
"Months and Years: I will Þra 

therefote take a "brief recital of his wh 
peuditig the Day, and Night, that there or | 
bt collected war reat Vertue he had may pa 


den Date ops hed kis Chanel hs 
indow ta begin to > Glpoſe and oy and 


{ for 
anc 
upt 
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| 6 the kefibe lap: Tg 
y hands and face, at the 
y-light he read in. the Biblo#a litle a, 
ove a quarter of an hour, and' preſntfy 
it the Book, © The/ end of thts higres 
al & was only: becauſe it wasthe Sacred 
- (=:h and God:;pave it him to tea@;'and 
off alſo that whathe well underftvo&hot at 
{ one time he might at another 3 E 
I for that he always bare ſuck « re 
" and ps . dare vp ne drome 
the reading-t e 
;nd T3595 the day ; andthishe 
16h 8jd fo duly, and- conſtant , that a few 
th days before he dicd he ſaid to me: Theſe 
i tew days Thave not read in the Bible 3 I do 
ory nor remember, that I bave omitted: it ſ6 
ble long ar any rims, farce 1 bejook yd 10.4 So: 
ard litary lifec .' 
dif-f © After his reading the Seripriersfollow-- 
life ed an Exerciſe ſo.internal, and ſecret, that 
dayf from no exterior. figes could the quality 
line] of -it: be difcovered, whether /it wers 
will Prayer,or Meditation,or Contempl 
his] whether it were about things ſor 
er6f or joyful; whether he were ha os 
nay paſſive ; whether he ſpake with God, or 
| "1 God were ſpeaking with him. -Only it 
wt fg ' be concluded by his great modeſty, 
W id the compoſedneſs of wt thoughts, x 
& | 
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the ſerenity -and gravity [of his counte 
nance,; that he was continually in the pre Þ| dr) 
ſence 'of God, withaut ever loſing hin 
ont of his ſight. - And, though he never 
diſcourſed/-hereof with others, he told 
me thoſe things concerning it which. 
have.written already,- and ſhall write 
hereafter :' and likewiſe, on an occaſion 
which, I will relate, he diſcovered ſom- 
thing thereof to Dor Fr. Domingo de Sa 
lazar, then B:ſbop of the Philsppines, who || 
returning. thence to: Mexico for | Spain 

came on purpoſe to Santta-Fe to viſit 
Gre or) Lopez, with whom he had for: 
merly had very great familiarity, as was 
faid in the fourth Chapter, When, a- 
mong other queſtions that this Prelate | 
asked him, one was, that he would tell 
him what exerciſe in his ſpirit he uſed, 
and what God then employed him in? 
To which he plainly anſwered, That his 
exerciſe was to loye God, and his Neigh- 
bour.. Whereto the Biſbop replied : [n+ 
deed you told me theſe very words in Amaiac 
now five and twenty Tears ſince: How if} © 
this ? Have you been always prattiſmg one || for 
thing ? Gregory anſwered : 1 have ever} $0! 
done this; though there is difference' be- | P© 
tween the work. done then, and now. Where- 
by it is manifeſt,that the Preſence of God 
practiſed 
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teal] praQtiſed by: Gregory Lopez. was: in-no 
| and ſterile way, but accompanied 


im} with an intenſe Love of God, and jointly 
J of. his Neighbour ; which is the end of 
4H all the Divine Precepts, and the top of 
T] Perfection attainable in his -life.”! In this 
ite | he ſpent all the forenoon and afternoon, 
on | and moſt of the Night. Theſe were his 
| Prayers, theſe his meditations; and: this 
: | the daily bread whereon that devout ſoul 
lived. And, . though it be true, : that'he 
; | einployed himſelf hercin all the day, yet 
iſit } 1obſerved, that on Mornings chiefly he 
or: | was more abſorpt in this Exerciſe, and 
tranſported, as it were. If 
3 He kept not, herein , any. conſtant. 
« | place,nor any ſet poſture of Body that he 
ordinarily uſed. . He was moſtwhat in 
| his Chamber either ftanding, ſitting, or 
walking; unleſs when ſomtimes he went 
a while forth into a Corredor or Gallery 
near his Chamber to enjoy the Sun, He 
could not kneel in his latter time/by rea- 
ſon of his great weakneſs of Body. 

At Eleven we two dined together with 
ſome other Gueſt, if any were ; for, Gre- 
gory was ſtrange to none, eſpecially if the 
perſon were Religious, or pious. At 
Dinner we diſcourſed ſomwhat of God, 

4 or of ſome natural __ # out of =—_ 
| | 3 © 


bd exve emtratied Ipirit;* \ from £2 
them a ground ' for 'very ſublime & or 
Qrines. After Dinner we cominued [”” 
while the ſame diſcourſes; and, whe 
there was any Religious man to make\ 
a it. was ws ſrageeoher how *ppol'% [on 
G W 
Rk ns de Vegan the _— dic 
ra <7 gs unleſs asked, or when Ugg; 
preſent on:required it. 
 » (Other times 1 rexd to himar the to 
the lives of the Saints in Villegas | 
Sanforam,-or the Obronicle of S. Pram 1 
Pratum Spirituale, 'and other ſuch 4i 
books : and this cuſtome laſted abov 
two Years.; This ended; which was af 
kind''of recreation, he 'retired to high" 
Chamber, continuing his union whick ; 
neither with eating, converſing and dif} 
courſing, nor with any 'ether divertif c 
_— or exteriour was Le rg n-Jj = 
__ He never flept ada L.. 
more time for! his Convering wit with] / 
God | 
Tf in the akcnibene (for it ſeldome 
on mornings) any viſit were made him 
'by one that deſired to conferr with himſ * 
in private about his 'affairs., he:denied 
none acceſs, without exception of either] - 
times, or perſons. He counſelled all} 


comy 
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if 
'1n- 


ith 


| are to.Gregs 
him, and, tai 


.three hours together, He. fo 


as well thoſe,private oporrfilng Nig on, 
as the general and publick, belonging to 


. In ſuch employments did Gregary, . 


him to a Solitary life : ſo that ſome were 
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he dh n'of 
ability to, conſultwith about his aff irs; 


"a. 
# 


the governing the. Commonyveale , and I 


ſpend the afternoon, and before Syn-fet 
he retired to his Chamber, and cameno 
more out till Morning, He never uſed 
candle-light , from the time he betook 


E 4 wont 


t to hi me out. gy; 
__ doth all n E foie; 
, that his exert 
19194 ended not 'on this teri 


light, "but on the ſpiritual, which he ne: 


er wanted, night, or day. He cat 
upper, (as is faid before): and fo $ 


alone in the dark till Nine and « half,” 0 


Ten, when he lay down 'on a litle Quilt, ly 


covered with a mean rpgg+'and this way 


the ſofteſt Bed he had.” For, at firſt his 


Bed was the bare Ground, afterwatd 
ome Sheepskins, and a few years before 
| olga, e, at'm inſtance, accepted a 
uilt, and the I mention» 
rg On this manner he flept (to m 
thinking) -not above two or three hou 
of the whole Night : For the reſt he ſpent 
awake in his Contemplation till day- 
break, when (as Was ſkid) he opened his 
Window. He uſed the fame Sp. 
ments, gt exerciſes the day followi 
as on the O4y ing; and.thus ſpent” 
\ thoſe years he lived in Sentta-Fe, till our 


Lord " Hahes to take him to hi  Etec- 
pal Ref, Rane. 
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rial CHAP. XI, 


nel. | 
\» Of the Death of Gregory Lopez, and 
of, ſore remarkable paler that hap- 
, | . : | 
uilt, | | peed #n bis laſt Sickneſs. 
way | | TY” 
| [* the Month of May, 1596. by rea- 
r ſon of an ill aire which ſeized him 
; Gregory felt himſelf indiſpoſed, and 
pray quite loſt his ſtomack, ſo that 
could ſwallow nothing but liquids, 
and thoſe too with great difficulty. - A 
ſew days after a flux took him, (a diſ- 
tj caſe vety troubleſome, and, in one ſo 
| weak, yery dangerous). He would nox 
let a Phyſician be ſent for, nor cared for 
ufing many remedies, partly by reaſon of 
the great experience he had in curing this 
malady, and partly becauſe he knew the 
ſtrong medicines, uſually applied by the 
Phyficians, would ſooner ſpend that litle 
vigour and ſtrength he found in himſelf; 
'And; ſeeing how careful 1 was about his 
diſeaſe, and how much I defired, and en- 
Pp. | deavoured, that ſome remedies ſhould 
' | beapplicd tohim, he ſaid to mez Now, 
: : Father 


"$0 __* Ly 2 3 SOry'LOPET.. Un, 
Father Loſa , letus walk after Gods p 
* Aswho would ſay, that conformity and 
refignation was for ſuch times, and not 
for talking of it, when nothing troubles ug 
but all goes well with us : jt was likewiſe 
a uſual ſaying with him z chat Reſignation 
85 all Deeds, and hath no Words. ; 

In this manner he paſſed ſome days 
with the like patience, and fertitude, 
wherewith he uſed to bear all ſickneſs; 
till on S. Fohn Baptiſts day the 24h. of 
Fuxe Fthought fit to give him theB.Sacrs- 
ment; and asking him, whether he lilked 
to receive It, he anſwered, Yes; and that 
he rejoiced much that it fell on the day of 
S. Fohn Baptiſt, whom he took for his c- 
ſpecial Advocare and Patron. 

I gave him the Bleſſed Sacrament ;- and 
fearing his End was 'very near I hadthe 
Holy Oile ready , whenever it needed, 
For, beſides his great weakneſs, and little 
ſtomack; he was troubled witha Hi 
very painful, and his pulſe beat-with in- 
termiſſion. © Yet, for all this;ſo great was 
his courage, that the ſame day he recei- 
ved his Viaticum, and all the days follow: 
ing he riſe, and made his Bedhimfelf, and 
drefſed himſelf. He always, to his death, 
riſe to the ſtool; and , though conveni- 
ence were offered/himfor ſaving ſuch a 

| COR» 
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continual trouble, he would mortify him- 
{If in not ufing it. 

He grew everyday weaker, and una- 
ble to eat preſerved himſelf meerly with 


uy ſtrong waters, which perſons of quality 
Ty ſent him from Mexico, vying with one a- 

' I nother as it were, © "Which, when he con- 
ay} fdered, admiring the ways of God, with 
de, great reſentment- he ſaid ; Wonderful art 
SH thow, O Lord ;/ fince a man, who in all the 
Off world pofſeſſeth nor a pin of his own, ſhoald, 
14s to ſuſtam life, need the watirs of Princes, 
ry. and Kings, and" ſhowtd find perfons 10 give 


them bim, without aihing! * 
7 Off - The Feſtivalicame' of the Glorious A- 
SCF poſtles S. Pere, and S. Part, when;think- 
. ing my Sick man would not out-live that 
day; I minded him that it would be ſea- 
ſonable to give him Extreme Onftion. 
He was glad that this Sacrament was to 
tleÞ be adminiſtred to him on the day of theſe 
up glorious Princes of the Church, whom he 
ſo dearly loved, and ever defircd greatly 
to ſerve. The time being come wherein 
1 was to give him abſolotion in vertue of 
Wi the Bal of the Holy Cruzads which he 
had;-T bade him+to ſeek out ſome fin, 
th, though of former years, that T might ab- 
ny folve him, and-apply to him the Judul- 
Fences of the See, Apeſtolick, "Where P 
1524 | © 
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he anſwered, that, Through the mercy off 
God, he found nething that troubled hit 
Conſcience, Which 1s to be underſtood 
in the matter: of Mortal Sin : Whence. 
may be inferred, that he-never commit- 
ted ſuch, all his life : for, he was not igno« 
rant that none ever lived without Venial 
Sins, except the Virgin Mary our B, La 
dy. Itmay be alfo, he then meant that 
he did not remember any. Venial Sin 
not for that he never committed any; but 
becauſe having committed none witting: 
ly, and being asked on the ſudden, it was 
very poſſible that at that time he remem- 
bred none, Hereupon | gave him the. 
Sacrament of Extreme Unition. Aﬀter: 
ward, importuning him to permit ſome 
ſheets to be brought, him, a little tomi- 
tigate his great paing,he anſwered; Now, 
& one beſmeared with oile I may admit 
them. And, thinking his death very near, 
IT asked him; Will you dye now? Then, 
ſpeaking to himſelf, he ſaid ; Now, Na- 
ture, wilt thoudye ? By this ſhewing the 
compaſſion and pity which the Spirit 
had to the Body, or the Superior part of 
his Soul to the Inferior, and Senſitive, 
For, this diviſion, and anatomy of the In- 
ward, and-Outward Man, -and of the 
parts of both, Gregory yery well vader: 
000g, 


Ch. 11. The Life of C pory Lopez. or. 
Y of ftood, arid very ſubtilly diſcourſtd there-' 


aJ - The bodily pains he ſuffered were ſt 

| violent, that, I once asking him, how he 
did, and where his pain lay; He ſaid, 
nos JF that, from the ſole of his foot tothe crown 
ial ofhis head, every part of him was ex- 
Le | tremely pained. © And, beſides, our Lord 
bat | on the other fide afflicted him fore in the 
nz j moſt interior and ſenſible part of his 
ut | foul ; that ſo both within, and without, 
Ng: | he "might have more ample occaſion of 
vas: | meriting. Concerning which 7 will here 
m- Þ relate one paſſage, as being very notori- 
he | ous in Mexico, though I know not whe- 
er» Þ ther all recount it with its due circumftan- 
ne | ces, and therefore'it is fit to declare the 
l- Þ truth, I will ſuppteſs the Perſons names, 
W, þ becauſe ſuch, as know them, will cafily 
"e || gueſs them; and ſuch, as do not; need 


nok, 
n, Among thoſe Perſons of quality that 
a- | came from Mexico to viſit Gregory Lo- 
he | pez in this his laſt Sickneſs there was 
it | likewiſe a very eminent Lady, Wife to a 
of | Nobleman, who ſerved his Majeſty in ve- 
*, | ry honourable place. She gave not ſo 
n- | good example, as was wiſhed, in the Ci- 
'E | ty, both in point of bravery, and irmo: 
derate expence, as alſo in playing. at 
n_clg Cards, 
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29" 62 The Life of Gregory Lopez. Ch:. ; 
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'Cards, wherein ſhe loit much time, a 


mony; drawing after her ſome otheyſVSo1 
Noble Women , who; under her wing;fl and 
adventured to- looſe the reins to- thigh and 
vice, without their Husband's being ably 
to hinder them, Now, this Zady cams jo 
to San#a-F?, the third of Fuly, ſeventeen || duc 
days before Gregory died, to viſit, arideon 
cheriſh hini, For, though, in the things | wit 
mentioned, ſhe was ſorawhat faulty, yet; wi 
in works of mercy and pity. to thepoos 
and afflicted, ſhe was ever very much 
famed. | 
As ſoon as I heard of her coming, I 
ſent her word by means of a certain 
Friend of ours, that came with het, that || but 
ſhe was not to entet within this houſe; 
who had benefited: ſo little by the prays« 
ers, and labours uſed therein : fince, ha- 
ving:been bere before, ſhe had notleft || to 
gaming, nor removed the ſcandal which || cia 
e gavethereby, being akind of martyr- 


ret 
dome to a perſon of that eminency that | G» 
her Husband was of; and therefore the || fo 
might return to Mexico; for thetewas || ſh 
te! 

be 

m 

Li 


no-means of ſecing the Sick Man ; not 


did he defire to receive her Alms, | She 
made divers replies, and, in this diſpute; 
three or four -hours were ſpent in meſſa- 
ges ſent to and fro; without my conſen- 
| ting 
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tinf that they ſhoo come. to- viſit him, "Y 
theeſſSo,whilt the _—_ my laſt reſolation Þ 
ing,l and anſwer, this our Friend, I ſpoke of, 

iisfl and others affured me, ſhe came witha 
) t deſire'to.amend; and. quit. idleneſs 
gaming,& that therefore it would con- 
duce much to the" furthering her entire 
converſion to comfort, her, and comply 
with her fo vehement deſire. Where- 
0 with : I was. pacified, and meant , ſhe 
ſhould ſee him. 
| : As the centred at the deor one of her 
| Sons told her, Father Loſa was reſolved; 
u ſhould not come within this door, 
Whereto ſhe anſwered, He hath reaſon, 
but 1 will amend. Then, beholding Gres 
| gory, ſhe much pitied his miſery, and be- 
| gan. preſently with her own hands tg 
ſerve him kneeling by his Bed-ſide, and 
to dreſs his Meat, wherein ſhe had a ſpe- 
cial faculty ; though. a better,in earneſtly 
recommending her ſelf to the Prayers of 
Gregory, and uſing in-time that good ſea» 
fon which was almoſt gone. That time 
| | ſhe ſtayed here ſhe was forenoon and af- 
| ternoon 4/great while with the Sick Man, 
beſeeching him on her knees, and with la- 
mentirig tears, | to. recommend to. our 
Lord and take charge of her ſoul. | 
\ Herevpon ſhe began to feel a great al- 


teration 
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tion in her Mind ; 'for, now ſlie 
ghted in treating of Divine mattergivr 
and of amending her life, and there im97*%, 
mediately burnt a pack of Cards, tha” 
ſhe brought in her ſleeveto paſs the timgI/# 
with, and came to me to Confeffiongi ; £ 
from which time I diſcerned an advancing V! 
in her ſoule, In fine, a few days beforel} 
ſhe was to return to Mexico having, af 
ſhe uſed, þt ag rn the Sick Man onell Þ 
morning .to affiſt her with our Lord, ſhi] PE 
turned to me very chearful, and ſaid} Plv 
Father Loſa, bear me witneſs, that Fathei vr 
Gregory Lopet bath promiſed me; when I 
ay, to come, and condatt my ſoul to Heaven; 
becauſe I know not the way. And turni 
to Gregoryſhe asked him $ Do you promiſe 
ue this ? Whereto he anſwered 4, Yes, [ 
promiſe it you, After this confererice en- 
ſued two things very remarkable: One; ;,- 
: that the pains, and*croſs which our Lord 
 . infliftedonCGregory, increaſed exceeding- 
*k The other, that this Lady was ins 
antly ſtruck with the ſame diſeaſe, 
whereof he died: which hotwithſtanding, 
ſhe ſtayed two days in this Town ſers 
ving, and, as far as her indiſpoſition per- 
mitted her, cheriſhing the Sick Perſon, 
and ſhedding on her knees before him | ' 
bitter tears of repentance. With _ | 
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e (her malady increaf uy Bk 
urnec ». id poker Tr at her 

in ſaid to.her.: Fare youwelz for 
= of rhe we akneſs of you ods {7 


off ſhall bere 10 more ſee one. avortber. 
onzl, As ſoon as the. came. to hex houſe the 
:rgl Writ Mme Efrain gious expreſſions, where- 
ſhe diſcovered her Soul was power- 
Y. touched by the. Almighty. hand of 
| ; Fol 40a other LIB .ſhe told 
e, that the we pak er 
plied many, s af, xemedies to 9 - for 


£ure of her di yet that which 
cipally delired ,and requeſted. F.- 
Bos Phyhcians of her Sol would 
trntly Focomuneng her to, od... Her 
Mmalad increaſed daily; together with 3 
-* If confulion and grief. for her lins;: and the 
: | bgnes of a true repentance.. : \ ,... 
After, the ſame manner I alſo perceived 
the pains, .ang.;toxment of Gregory to ins 
creaſe; and ſo, as. the Lady was. very 
near her end, there came hither Martz 
eZ of 7 ore a publick No - <a to vi- 
as * uſed. at other times, Fey Sick 
Man, brin e rom t e Laay, 
whoi Non, rigng a n+ orgect her. A Ang 
the. fame requeſt, he. made for himſelf, 
and hjs whole Fama py: whereto.Grego 
anſwered, as one. that had 4 great co 


on 


, mT 5 FT / S 4 Rrebhog ; 2 


bn Him ; 4s for 1 free» 

upon me.” A'thing NY A 
or; ever abfeted an y matrer trc ; of J | 
him, of make him expres his grief, cx 
cept. this -occaſton.*” To conclude, 

' Ladydied; leaving great fignes of he 
Salvation, and {giving at 'the hour of haÞ 1 

, death'fo'many, nd evidenttokens of trig] 4h 


Magn and ſotrow for the evil-exar 


K W-. 


whereby ſhe had fehiced others al l 
this* fiddert” cha E was of nolefs& 
dification, thian her former exrravaganc the 
and vanity had been of fcandat; "1 bof 
When, within afew tours, 'the news - 
of her ath atrived, Ttold it ro Gre fk] 
who with fome ſigns of joy faid only th 
words, ' God is powerful, "peat. 88, 9 
asked «Brother of the'Convaleſcents wn jr 
ed Manuel Sarmiento, who never left the 
Sick Man, ©whether he had obſerved any 
=—_ extraordfhary in hin'atthe tire] th 
hon! When har Lady's death was | 14 
nel atd he anſwered me, he had'Yc 
for he "at that yery time ſaw himtranf-J3 
ported, 'and in'an Extafy; Whereby | 
conceived that our Lord was pleaſed M tc 
accomplifh Gregory's promife, and that } #i 
tte tad been preſent 'jn ſpiritat the death | £ 
bf his dear charge; actompanying her to | Þ 
Purgatory, that, when he departed this | i 
pre- 
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Tr Tho FM CH ones as 
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ptcfer it life, haſte ends oe oh hin 
bk 41 mar Of this 1 have no certaiiity, 
vbleſ but, according to this relation, it tray 
. plouſly be wed; 

YN: It-this Stoty F have told, to manifeſt 
her] formwhat of the great teal Grey 
Heh fot ſaving Sodls ; Baths RY bin 
that the Love of his Neiph 5 wherein 
q together with that of God he was conti. 
al l lly exercifed; was not a meer Specu- 
86] fon or Caſte built itt the aire , but 
ng that he took mich to heart the ſpiritual 
+] toſs of Sduls- and with afl his powet eh 
A. deavoured their recovery; thou _ 
| own colt;"'and by thdertfdins 

the puniff{fictit dut'ty others" bovig 
"1 as, indeed tit feetiis to have Tuffered; ih 
all. this oi 2 ofe, | which the other 


ran 


Kg the acute: 'bodi 

ny = es front foot to: he 
| d bis he, ſiſfaini ; ret, 4 
king har Td iftto is chars, was wy 

d'v {6 that tie woride at Kirniſeff 
q v.00 thar hever was KnSwiyto coth- 
| plain of thing; at this* 4s woiſt 
ro | to ſay wit gr t feeling :,Jefus/;* God 
at | help hg She 2 grthtt Plrotory is #his ? 

th And, once, as 1 was a dit th g away 


to | upon ſome bucks, he ita 
1s ing: Bear ant oMmpany. eg Toner 
> 2 
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bo that ſpeec eſus Chriſt co 41; 
files ! [106 th of Jets tarry with Fe 
Shewing thereby, that he fonnd his Soul | 
exceeding deſtitute of the favours ang 
comfort, wherewith at other times our! 
Lord, in ſuch exigences, was wont to 
relieve and ſolace him, _ Yet the greats 
neſs of his Valour and Maghnanimity, 


wherewith he endured this, the in regrry 


of his Faith, and the Confidence he p 
in God, was that I moſt admired in him 
And, whereas his Exerciſe, aſter his 20» 
ing out to live ſolitary, was to quicken! 
this Faith, and ſtill cloſer to.knit the uni- 
on. of his, Soul with God, his Heroick 
Vertue ih this kind now. upon ſeyeral oc- 
caſions evid eqay mraniteſiey it ſelf, | 

K, was wont in this his laſt Sickneſs often 
him, how he went on in his exer- 
the continual Act of the Love of 


s 
& 


Gi iſe o 


anſwered me, Very Ne: . And, to make 


this: more. evident, | will here ſet down. 


Queſtions in. particular, which I put to 
T3 when I ſaw him moſt afflicte with 
the Anſwers is gave me, 
£4 once asked-him; Do not fo 
pains, withdfaw you ſomwhat as 
God? 'He anſwered : Nor. 4 yot. Ano: 
ther time, . feeing him much afflicted, 7 


God, and he always, Jai to his Death,'} 


 asked | 


pet wked him ; Now, is your Mind on God?” 
ould He replied : Where elſe ſhould it be ? Be- 
:nd'Þ) ing nigher his end, in the pangs of Death, 
our 7 asked him 3 Now do you well retain 
- to | God? Not if: replied he, On another ' 

| occaſion, having been very much recok 
lected he turned to me, ſaying : Perſe- 
j verance with peace 55 of great value, And, 
4 when [comforted him, faying, our Lord 
m4 led him by the Croſs, as he did his -be- 

=} loved Son;.I am glad (faid he) Iam 
J g/ad, that his will 5 fulfilled in me, Laſtly, 
| when 7 thought it time togive.him the 
oY Candle for an happy departure, / 
uſed theſe words to him ; Now is the 
time to go ſee the Secret ;. Will you have 
en {the Candle ? ( alluding to the ſtory of / 
er. | King Don Alonſo the Eleventh, ſurnamed 
of The Wiſe, who, in the like paſſage ſaid, 
th,' Give me this Candle, let ws go ſee this Se- 
ke | ret.) To which Gregory anſwered with a 
wonderful confidence 3 There '5s no Se- 
cret, all is clear, and it is Noon-day with 
th | fe, | 

| With this valour, and invincible cou- 
at | rage, full of Faith, Hope, and Charuy, 
m | taking a litle after the Candle, he ſur- 
g. | Tendred his Soul to his Creator, to con- 
F 
d 


tinue for all the Eternity of God himſelf, 
| abſorpt, and drowned in the immenſe 
| F 3 Ocean 
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this Exile.) he had always cnde "OE 

20 excrciſe himſelh, and, advance \ 

He died on, Seurday at Noon, the Twensf*-* 
. tieth of. Jin the Year 1596, on Whi " 

day the. Holy, Order. of the Cqrmelitesh * "0 


keep the,Fellival of Rig WH wy Far 


.. ther and; Founder of their Solit L 
foes. Lopez. had ſo eſe of ob : 


He lived, Fifey-foxr PN mhergy : 
Thirty-thres YER TORE Be olityde. 
Body remained, as if he-had,l! ain 
and, to, qur;thinking who toad 
ſplendent, We immediatly perceived Jil 
yer pleaſing 0 that res from * 

his Body , and remained, in, the Room Tx 
where be died. © And, (which. excites | | 
greater admjration)- the, fame fmell ad; ip 
hered ſro the Garment; which we-put og "y 
him for his interment, and, his clothes: be 
retain it to this day. It is likewiſe \r&} ** 
narkable;; that; there, being preſeot at fi 
iis. death, the -Canon .Nicelus Mio iy 
Recor of this, place, andjmy ſelf w ſe 
ad beea:Curate 'Twenty Years, 4. H 
three. other deyqut; Lay-mgn; none- of us| :- 
Fought of ſaying. a,  Rojpenſory for the] 


Dead; | 


| he Is of Gregory Lone nem 
Deed; fo great. was the Joy we took in 
[5 ling fim,and which his happy ral 
Si fage cauſed inus, hanger 
red. 2s Body was interred in, the Church 
oof this Village, by the cottitand' 6f 
ent Dottor Fobn de Cervantes Vicdr Generql 
xl to the Arch-Biſhop, the now'Bifhop of 
1th Craxaca, who, hearing of Gregory Lo. 
Elf pez s Sickneſs, whoſe piety was very well 
; M Bow to him, Tome days before his de- 
- ceaſe came to- viſit him, and to. defirehe 
”F$ would order his being buried, whete the 
Lord Archbiſhop of Mexico. or his Vicar 
eneral ſhould appoint. Byt, before 
vel he ſpoke to him, 
7.0 with me, 7 anſwered, Gregory todk no 
care for his Burial; tHit all 'way at my 


£onferring, about this 


that his Body Ghould 
continue in the Church at Sartta-Fe, Yet 
T7 was not willing to determine, till 7had 
d Woken with him :. So, telling him what 
e Vicar General 'requeſted', he faid 

1. 20 theſe words; Ler'the Vicar General's will 
na be done ;, for that is God's will. So, it be- 
"ef ing taken under Witneſs before a Nora- 
Þ ry, the VicarGeneral commanded Him 
to be laid in this Church; yer hereby re- 
ſerving a right and* power of tranflating 
Hum to the, Cathedral of Mexico, when 
it was the Lord Archbiſhop's plexſore. 
= wow TTX F OI Pro- 


7 diſpoſal; deſiring 
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: + T3: of Gregot | 


Providing her oy with great pruden 
and matte judgment, that, if in' 
4 time, our Lord pleaſed to diſcover b 


lighted in this his Servant, the City 
Mexico mi ht be” noagUhe with 

Frans of his Holy Body. © 

- There were preſent at Fils Funeral ma- 
ny eminent and deyout Perſons', who 
from Mexico and other parts reſorted 
hither only for thjs cauſe, bringing Tor: 
ches and all ings s neceſſary forthe bet; 
ter ſolemnizing that Office : which wa 
performed by the Lord Don Alonſo de 1; 
Mora, and Eſcobar, Dean of the Holy 
Church of Mexico, and then Biſhop E 
leq} of Guadalaxarg ;" now of Tlaxcala, 
His Body was inferred neat the High 
Altar, on the Goſpel fide.” Many ' per- 
ſons, that touched him four and kg 
hours after his death, found his Limbs as 
flexible, as when alive, though common- 
ly dead bodies grown cold become ſtiff, 
that their Joints-cannat be. bent. 'Some 
fay, that God uſeth to beſtow this Gift 

© and particular Priviledge on Yirgins Bo- 
gies; as his doubtleſs was, | 
' At his Burial likewiſe. was ſmelt the 


to 


fent-above mentioned, which ſo raiſed | 
the People's devotion, that they ſtrove | 


ignes and Miracles, how much he aefp 
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cut off pieces of his Clothes, accouh- bn: 4 14 
rafting it a great happineſs to get any part © 
t bſthereof. His Funeral was folemnized 2 
 defſon S. Ann's day: Doctor Hernando 's 
7 off Hertis de Hinoioſa, Canon of Mexico, 
who died ' Biſhop Elet of Guatemala , 
"I preached thereat.  * AA Es 

who T7 TL | =—_— 
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oo of other remarkable things , whereby 
els} our Lord evidenced the Santtity of 


oly] Gregory Lopez. 
) E- 


«la, A T the ſame hour that Gregory died, 
:b{ £% a Religious Woman, much ex- 
er- erciſed in Vertue and the way of 
nty | interiorliving, with whom the Holy Man 
; as | communicated in the union of Spiritual 
on-| Life, being in Prayer abſorpt in Spirit, 
if, | ſaw Him come toward her, faying theſe 
me | words ; Sifter, [am going to Heaven; yow _- 
Fift | ſhall not go ſo ſoon, becauſe your preſence is _.. 2 
Bo-f neceſſary for the ſervice of God, and come "32 
Y os of this Convent : | And ſo he inſtantly _.. © 

iſappeared, leavigg her foul much edifi- ' 
ſed ] ed, and fully refighl to the will of God; 
ve | though 'her: defires were to be looſed | 

Ifthe - has 


«a 


FR" onez.. Ch 
EA Fen hes reſt leſh, de with Chr T 
*. * She, before the news came to. 1/exico of: i 
Gregory Lopez's. death ,; imparted thillg., 3 
Revelation to her Confeſlor ; who, l | 
tified of the'truth of it, counfalled the ſai 
party to conceal what had been reyeale 
toher, till God ſhould declare what uw 

to be done,- He alſo adviſed her, by us 
ling more prayer, to try —_— =; 
Spirit were of God,, or ſome evil A 
Twelve days after ſhe told herConfeſſ> © | 
it was our Lords will, ſhe ſhould <> 

this to me ; becauſe [ had enquired cons | h;1 
cerning what had paſſed. And theſs bn 
words alſo were ſpoken to her from the 
mouth of her Heavenly Spoufe Feſu 
Chrsſt : Wherefore, thinks ſt thou, i Gre- 
gory. ſeated near unto me ? But becauſe, 
for me, he forſook all the temporal things of 
this life, and lived with inward Recolletts- 
0n, and ſuence. 

I wastold by a Religious Woman, of 
whofe Vertue and Spirit I am much fatis- 
fied, that ſome five years:before the 
Death of Gregory as ſhe lay on her Bed 
after Pri-z (becauſe at that time.ſhe was 
ſick), our oe in her Torp ſhewed her 
the Heaven open, out. of which went- in 
Proceſſion all the. ou5- Orders, and . 
divers 2artyrs, and likewiſe the B.Yir: 


gin 


bt 


\ 


A 
4 


none 


Li +1 one ” C3 "I 


ox on Laſh, with m many doping 
ind Chriſt our Lord. with bis Apoſtles ; 


- wondering thereat, it, was told her, 
4 the) went to viſit the holy Gre ory Lo- 
Ty | ; wz who was lick, Afterward ſhe heard 
that he. was [then like to dy, and in five 
© not eat. a bit, 
7 u- erſon, whoſe. wiſdome, vertye, and 
hurg; Tk very. well known to all, qut of 
on of devotion, and love which 
: bas to the. holy Man, deſired him a 
v I days befoxe his Death to remember 
- he promiſed, he would. And, the 
fe cs "Satuxday. Night after bis death he 
he gw i in his ſleep a Viſion, wherewith he a- 
ſu waked, and perceived.it was the: ſhape of 
<- | Holy Gregory, whoſe bleſſed Soul united 
er} it ſelf to the body: of |this perſon, and 
of } with very great Jubee made him bleſs 
and praiſe God in his Saints, and, eſpeci- 
ally in the, Holy Confeſſor Gregory... This 
of 4 while z and he, compoſed: again 
S* || to, reſt with much joy. and confbbiion 
16 ele iſe again . touched, all over his 
qd | body; and, being awaked,'a fecond time 
us : that appearance of Gregory ſeizeth-him, 
"I | moving him. extraordinarily, and urging 
Hl hicy to praiſe God, without his. cn ra 
qd ting thereon, or being able for a 
'7 | to WF, It likewiſe mede him; ire 


i 


* 


+4, Mic "} 4 —_ Fs * 
a5 x 


af Lopez. Ch: 
BY Moo ho g 


v | wy favour, ano much obliged te 
; erve God, and £t ""AaX for that 
+. Viſitofhis faithful Þ 


ages by frequent "Extafies, and 
ts) being one day, ten years yorker 
yr 9d = died, tortured and full of pain, 
inwardly recolle&i Ln cong/ he be gints 
contemplate the ſublimity of Goeriry's 
Spirit. And, being rapt inſpirit by this 
. conſideration, there wag repreſented to 
.. the eyes of his mind an Image ſo Cry- 
ſtalline and tranſparent, as he might ſee 
through it ; 
the Soul of Gregory Lopez. At on 
he wondred and rejoiced exceedi 
telling it to Gregory; who anſwered ki 
not a word. 
A certain Religi 


Spiritual life , much addicted to Prayer, 


| _ was praying once in the Quire, - re-. 

ceiving' from God by Gregory's interceſ(-. 
fion ſuch a clear = Arr of his no- 
thingneſs, as much edifies all that cons J ; 


verſe with him, and likewiſe ſuch a great 
love of God, and union with his Divine 
Majeſty”, that , it | being. about two 
Months ſince he received this favour, he 


and it was told him, Sch «5 


us Man. that led a 


4-20 | 


If ON he was off 

"A 
A Servant of bs of approved ver f 

= * y '(whom our Lord inſtructs, and en-|* 


"at 


ere 
= \b 


s - 


= 


f, © 
4 A certain Prieſt, much affected with 


b 
| more Temperate, Wherewitlr, he 81d j 
me, he reccived conſiderable benefit in 


fince his happy. Paſſage ; and. by nume- 


_ $4 4 
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perſevered in one continued Act there- 


the vertue and Spirit of this Holy Man, 
and who had great hopes of being aſfliſted 
in the preſence of God by his Prayer, 
thinking once on Gregory (who died a 


Jlittle before) and on his happy condi- 
| tion , and how prevalent with God he 


was, was bid in his fleep, 45k, aks 
and in obedience to the direQtion he ask- 


{ed our Lord a thing which, till then, he 


could never obtain. And preſently the 


{ſame day it was granted him : and by this 
{means he procured, other things, not for 


himſelf only, but alſo for others. | 
Another man , one ſpiritual and de- 
yout;. who was wont to come and aslk 


{counſel of Gregofy Lopez , deſiring the 
| fame likewiſe 4 his death; it was ſaid 


to him ;. Fudge not thy Neighbours, and 


his Soul. | 

_ Many other things, like theſe , our 
Lord hath effeQed ; whereby is diſcover- 
ed the great glory, with which his Di- 
vine. Bounty hath ; honoured Gregory z 
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1 


of ſome Miracles ; which God did ; yg 
the Reliques of Gregory Lopez, -Finfl 
[Ha 


Tis vfnal, -and peculiat for God to'erll] we 
noble his Friends, not iti their celeſtic| der 
al' Country only, where they liveſhe. 

eternally, but in t is Exile likewiſe; - 
where ey are deceaſed; atid ts hotiut|* 
fuck at lr Death, who hohoured hit * 
'- Fu: Life ; atid ; for manifeſting the} ing 
trons works of the Juſt, to 


Cale 


works miraculous ; Ga $ powet 
=. - pt: honouri Kim, w 
” * and hofioaredQodby his Vetturs. Ah 
A becauſe thoſe of Grepvry wete: ſo' © 
Enous, ' the Divine Bounty hath done 
doth every day fucha number gr nor wh 
for this hi Seryant , that, had ay ca 
and di x beemufed, im roll 
I-TnNer 


got eve 
eaver n, we mig nerev 
truſt j in od; he: will phys aſe - 


a more, for his'greater glory,” heto- 
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Fand edification. I will here relate only 
\Y{fome of the moſt authentick , and un- 
—>| queſtionable. 
*F That very day he was interred, an [#- 
4} dian Woman of quality, Wife tothe Go- 
4, | #ernour of this Village, lame of one Arm, 
'< and in great pain thereby, at the ſame 
» {inſtant that ſhe took Gregory 'Lopez's 
*L Hand into hers to kiſs it, found Her ſelf 
er-J well and cured,'and quit of alt pain ; ren- 
eſt}dering thanks to out Lord for the mercy © 
liveJhe-had ſhewn her by: this his Servant's 
ſe;] means. AE: 
out]}* Four days after Gregory's death, a litle 
im Girl of five or fix years old, *that'by eat- 
thefing of earth had got a diſeafe very dan- 
t byIgerovs,. by reaſon of great obſtructions, 
"byla ſwelling in her belly,a trong fever, with 
veatſwellings'in her head , and heart. Being 
& [thus, ſore afflicted, fie ſaid thefe words 
{to her Miſtreſs (a Lady very Noble: in 
and [ blood; but more in piety, and the retreat” 
ele} which ſhe choſe, and obſerves in the Mo- 
are [naſtery of our Ladyof the Conceprion, at 
exico) Mother, left 2G me away, 
thxpply to me that little welt of Wregory Lo+ 
| pers, th was given you : for he will ture 
pe, The Lady did fo, leaving the Child 


ho- [that night in a great Fever ; and, when 
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1h he ict dis, (as the 1 uſe > do ay 
went to-ſee her by the way, . ay ound His 
er quit of her fever, and cep. Sl ] gay 
awakens her, and asks her, Child, þ 


. * doſt thou? Well; replied the, for, your | | 
Saint hath cared. me of my diſtemper. The - 
r 


Lady aforeſaid gave our. Lord many 
thanks for ſo great a Miracle. one 
Another principal.Lady 'in Mexico had a 
ſuch a violent ke; ach, that ſhe you or hin 
to go” beſides her ſelf, and, find Fig he 
help from any other remedies, ſhe 
on. one very fingular and c cacious, 7 wh 
having in the houſe a Sleeve 'of Grego 7 nig 
avs Doubeer, which was preſerve 
great « devotion. and veneration, | Att 
They laid it on her head, and immediatly He 
ſhe took ſome relt, and ewaked perfect- for 
ly cured of her prief.. | at 
_ A.Child of three Months old, the bef $0. 
and only Son ofhis Parents, ,who were of the 
the beſt rank in- Mexico, had a oy ec 
Fever, unable either to fuck, or des. Inj OY 
this 900g, and affliction of all thoſe. of hir 
b- ' the family, and kindred, a Servant re- |. 
Y einbaNLt her ſelf of a certain Relique of cul 
E-- the holy ory Lopez that was in. the} Gr 
houſe; which at the ſame inſtant that : ſen 
was applied to. the Childs head, he fe 
plleep. arid. ſome few hours CS ; M 
«T1. 
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" woot the Breaſt, ard was well 
nd bh {Parents and thoſe that were preſent 
ba Fre great! thanks to God, and' the Saint, 
4 A r this Mitacle .. 6 

In the fante City was a Prieſt in ſuch 
he | extreme-pain with the Toothach, that for - 
y | three days and nights he could not reſt 
>| one minute, and by its violence his face. 
ad | was much ſwelled. His Mother gave 
& | him a piece of Gregory s$ garment, which 
he with faith- and devotion applied to his 
+4 Cheek', and' preſently .fell into a ſleep, 
:1 | which continued from.Nine a-clock that 
night till morning, and. awaking ſound 
his face without either ſwelling, or pain : 
| attributing ſo ſudden-a recovery to the 
Holy man's interceſfion, and —_— 
| forit thanks to our Lord. - 
In the:iouſe of a Gentleman of Mex- 
ico, a perſon well known in the Kingdom, 
{] there befell a Slave of his ſuchan unex- 
wo accident and ſad misfortune, that, 
reafon of a'fit he had, all prefent took 
him for dead, A Gentlewoman that 
was by, remembring that ſhe bad in her. 
cuſtody a piece of the Shirt in | which 
Gregory Lopez, died, (given her by me) 
ſent fora little Casker, and, taking out 
the ſaid: Relique,' ſhe taid it on-the infirm 
Mag Torchead; and immedigtly he catfie_ 
to 


to himſelf, perfe&tly well, though *% 
dingy bruiſed, and | being asked, what} 
he felt, he anſwered, Nothing. - All thatf : 
-faw the paſſage with its particular cir» 
cumſtances could. not but aſcribe this} 
eure to a Miracle, which our Lordf| 1. 
wrought by his Servant Gregory Lo- 
eZ, 2% 
In the City de los Angeles an Honoura- 
ble Lady was near the point of death by 
the Meazils that befell her nigh her tir 
of lying in, the. Infant being dead in her 
Womb. ' Her Husband , feeing her in} 
ſuch danger, intreated a Brother of the ori 
Convaleſcents, called Fohn Yaleio, to gol: 
vifither. He went, and took with him} 
a piece of Gregory's garment, and, 'ap- bs 
plying it to the lick parry's neck-, ſaid to .. 
her: Madam, wy in"God ;. for his Ser-| ;, 
pant Gregory Lopez will ebtain your reco-\ yp 
very; and bear great reverence tothu his 
Kelique z as it feems; ſhe did : for, being 
fafe delivered ; ſhe was preſently well: 
-- Theſaid Brother inthe ſame Town ap- nj 
plied that ſame Relique to a ick Woman, | z,. 
who a long time had ſuch terrible pains in| 
her head, that ſhe cried out continually | ;. 
night and day; wiſhing her -to-putgreat 
confidence in out Lord, that by the me- | > 
rits of Gregory Lopez: he would give bet " 
| | - Nani. q.,., 


hy LY 
b 

- 
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of health. His Majeſty preſently did ſo; and 
ſhe» was: very: thankfbl to God, /' 'and . 
1 devout to him , who by his iriterceſſipn 


| Sdrulged this. Miracle, publiſhing ,wi 


| Months was - tortured: &xtrefnely with 


| tionithoſc-idvler houſe bare the; holy) | 


& : 


had-freed her from; ſo exceſſive pain. 

--In the City, of Tlaxcala x Young man 
had a miferable' Leproſy, and having tri- 
ed divers, and-fpent much in-order to his 
cufe in vain, 2-Brother -of the Conua- 
leſtents gave him a piece of Gregery's gar- 
ment, bidding. him-apply it-to h4s;neck; 
and take{this Setyant of God: forhis/Ad+ 
vocate, with great confidence of his reca- - 
very. And within eight days ſpace: he 
grew well, and quit ITT 


gratitude the wonders of Glad, 'and 
the praiſes of Gregery.-: |; to Im? --i} 
; Ina Village of this Kingdome!(called 
Hibualapa ) | a: Gentleman gr: $ixteers 


the. Colick., without being freeane.day 
or: hour in all-that; time; yea} the/laik 
twenty days; his|pain-Iefthan mot, Ohe 
minute, A Genthewoman happeiied: ito. 
be preſent, Wife.to the Chiaſyhiſticeof 
that Provincez;who told' liims{{he.ibad 
ſeen wondetſbl things doneby the deve 


Gregory Liapea.gand;iflhe,wirhdikefaith,! 
tookthimfor aft lohan a FOTIN <vite 
. | Cr 2 ood 
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. health; The Sick Man hearing this took 
a piece of Gregory's Shirt z applying it to 
the place 'where his pain was ſharpeſt; 
and, _— it there a little while, pre- 
fently voided a ſtone of the bigneſs of ani 
ordinary Pine-kernel. Hereupon he re- 
covered, never after feeling the foreſaid 
Pain, and held it for certain, that this 
favour and cure was granted him by the 
merits and interceſſion of Gregory Lopez; 
to'whom he continued 'very devout and 
grateful. 

A'Brother of the Convalefcents ,, called 
Alonſo.dels Fuente, was ix years it the 


Hoſpital'sf Guaſteca, almoſt continually 


. tick, full of plaiſters, and both legs ha- 
ving ulcers running\ upon* them. - The 
Chief Brother ſecing him thus helpleſs; 
and-that, beſides theſe and other indiſpo- 
ſitions & pains,there riſe in his forchead a 
knob or ſwellingas big asan egg, and a- 
nother in his ankle, little leſs; both 'very 
painful, he removed hiurto the Hoſpital 
in'the Iſland of S. Fohn de' Olua, con- 
ceiving that; -it being a hotter Climate,he 
might recover” there, Ii fell out'quite 
contraty 3 for,: by reaſon of the moitture 
from the Sea, and'thecold of the North- 
winds, he grew much worſe. This ow 


eſs, he might be confident of 


@- 


- _— 
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F | ther being one day extreme ſad and trou- 


I bled, recommending himſelf to our Lord, 
and his Saints, carneſtly beſought the 


&; | Servant of God Gregory Lopez to procure 


him. his health ; and recalling to mjnd 
certain Rel:ques of his given him at Gua- 
ftepa , he applied them to his head with 
a night-cap, and: to his leg with bands, 
andtaking off the plaiſters and patches, 
he ware, threw them into the Sea ; and 
within three or four days, after he had 
applied the ſaid Reliques, without any 
other medicine , he found himſelf per- 
| fetly cured of his Maladies, ſwellings, 


xl and pains,  which' never troabled tom 


more. Whereby he plainly perceived, 
the interceſſion of this his great Sexr- 
vant was very powerful with God. 


is we HAP. XIy;” 


- the Holy Life and Death o Grego- 
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F 84 Lopez,, Father Jah proceeds in, 
e 


in bl le. 'Knowledse of Holy. 
Scignry opus G{hcIE: befanes, 
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Hough Gregory never much applied 
himſelf to the ſtudy of learning, 
or eyen of the Latin Grammer, 

yet he underſtood- the Holy Scripture, 


Tam) rendred it in Spaniſh with fuch pro», 

ety, and felicity, as if he had ſpenthis. 
rol, lifei in the ſtudy of Latine, and Di- 
whos.) "$0 thag diyers, obſerving him 
with ſuch ſtrange quickneſs and; com- 


Lon 


loving hitht4to convene] related! 


clare more Rbicnlark his great 
Parts and Sciente, both in Divine 
' 4nd, Humane Learning ; and his 
py eminent Vertues,, and Per-' 
Bo.” \ And, firſt, of the 


god (in the judgment of very learned per- | 


 WoSfhugt to turn the Bible, and readit, | 


g- | Seriptare ;, and. word for word the Qoſ- 
i | p* of S. Matthew , and. S. Zobnz and 
,. | thoſe things of the two other Evange- 
©] ifs, which theſe omitted; as likewiſe 
af} S. Paul's Epifles;- and the Apocalypſe, 
26" In fine, he had ſo perfett a knowledge of 
45" |} all the Sacred Writ, that, being asked of 
y-" | any Text, or Sentence there, .he always 
be | Fecited it with a. marycllous readineſs, 
1, | and certainty. , | 
v; Father Peter de Pratyza, Vicar General 
'#, | of this Archbiſhoprick, came to vilit Gre- 
©'/:] gory, when recovering his health at my. 
Houſe in Mexico , and chanced to ask 
ed | him a place of Scripture , which after. 
8 | long ſtudying he could not 6nd either.jn. 
r, | the Bible, or Concordances;, Gregory , 
©, | hearing it, ſaid ; This place is not in all 
T- iÞ the Bible ; but there is another like i , 
0-1 which is this, Then immediatly . open- 
1S.] ing the Bible he ſhewed it, the Vicar Ges; 
i- | neral; and jt was the fame he. looked 
m | for.. "4 FLATS, 
N- | - Three Door: of Divinityof the Roy; 
It, | Univerſity of Mexico, conferring, in. t i 
56 & G 4 Village 
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(on ſeveral - ogcaſions that- were pre- 


ſented) might conceive-rather, that he 
read things written in his Mother-tongue; 
than rendred them out of another. He 
had- by heart all the Hiſtorical part, of 


#4 fe of Gregory [4 | A 
ea Fe Saiftta-F? with 'G if 
tbourk ſome difficult places voy Scripture = 
intreated 'him at the ſame "time 'to td 4 
them, if there were any Text that treat] | 
ed of acertain tnattet; which they thej he; 
| ped. To'the difficulty of the Texyſ pr 

| e anſwered very clearly, and cited one 
exceeding pertinent, which they, though þ 
ſtudying the point with extraordinaryſ'F 
diligence, had not found ; whereat, be- a 
ing aſtoniſhed, they. ſaid in my hearing:| an 
This 4s an able man indeed, "what is ourl © 
browledg to his ? Beatus homo , quemy On 
Fu erudieris, Domine ; Pſ.93: 12. Bleſſed| Sa 
is the man, whom Thou haſt inſtrubtea; og] w' 
Lord, C 
In the ſame Town certain Religious 
men, very learned, in his preſence ſpoke| hi 
a Sentence, as out of Scripture, where-| W 
upon he replied: This 1s not Holy SCrep- al 
ture : they, greatly wondering,” ſcarched| as 
he Bible very carefully, and found he| ſv 
aid true. It was admirable to ſee, how| bi 
Fn and acnany he knew, in how|- m 
_ . ſany p places of Holy. Scripture ſuch ox] tk 
Auch'a, thing was ſaid; and whether jr| b« 
were there, or no: AReligious: man;| th 
who had been a Publick Reader of Scyip-| ' bs 
fre, 'and much communicated with him, { 


fajd to me (as one that very well under-|. 
f ſtood 


Rood him) theſe words; 7 1@/k; with. ſo | 
turgf much caution concerning Scripture to none, 
0 tel as tro Gregory Lopez. ws 
reat}. Certain. Prebendaries related in his 
thenj hearing concerning another , (who was 
'exyl-preſent,) that he had all the /ſalrer by 
t one heart : He anſwered; The thing to be e- 
ugh ſte med is, to benefit thereby 41 time of need. 
nary]For herein he was ſingular, that his me- 
be-| mory furniſhed him both with places, 
ing: and things, when there was need. 
our] © There were ſome Preachers, who, up- 
16m on: occaſion of retiring themſelves to 
ſſed] Sanfta-Fe , being to make a Sermon, 
; Of would ſay ; There was no need 10 Capry 
\ * Concordances, where Gregory was. 
ous] Don Pedro Moya de Contreras viſiting 
oke] his Archbiſhoprick came to Guaſteca, 
re-| where ( then) Gregory Lopez | refided, 
rip-| and, making me the Meſſenger, ſent to 
hed] ask him a certain doubt z to which he an- 
| he ſwered ſo profoundly, that I durſt not 
ow| bring the anſwer, but returning with the 
ow|- meſſage to his Lordſhip ſaid : 1 would ra- 
or| ther, ſo. good reaſons, as Gregory Lopez 
it] bath alledged, were beard from his ow 
:n;| than my, mouth : and ſo be may give you 
4p-| ' bis anſwer . bimſelf, when your yore Pipe 
m,| goes to ſee. him. Afterward the Arch- 
| biſhop went ard heard him, and, was -. 
_ | 4 much = 


| J 
. 


p 
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much ſatisfied 
ed, and ſaid to Me : 7never imagined, he 
knew ſo much. | 

Twenty years before Gregory's death, 


in the preſence of three learned and 


grave Religious men of the Dominican's 
Order, Frier D&minic de Salazar, who 
died firſt Archbiſhop of the Philippines, 
ſaid of him ; What zs this, Father ? That 
we, with all our ſtud ng our whole lives, 


kniw not half ſo much, as this Y ong Man. + 


Many learned perſons, that came to 
be reſolyed in doubts out of Holy Scrip- 
tare, returned fully ſatisfied, and amazed 
at the great light God was pleaſed to 
communicate to this his Servant, A- 
mong others there came to Santta-Fe a 
DofCtor of Divinity, whoa few days be- 
fore had been preſent at ſome Concluſs- 
_ ons Out of Holy Scriprare, which had bin 
defended in the Schools of the Sopiery -of 
Feſus at Mexico, upon that place, Ma- 
lach. 3, 1, Ecce ego mjtto Angelum me- 
un; &c, and asking Gregory the meaning 
of the foreſaid Text, he gave ſuch curi- 
ous expoſitions upon it, that the DoRox 


affirmed, that in all the Concluſions there 


was not more, norindeed ſo much. 


Hap. 


LN: 


, and exceedingly aſtoniſh- 


CHAP. XV, 


What the Holy Ghoſt communicated 


to Gregory Lopez in the Spiritual 
Way. 


(2% not only taught this his dearly 
beloved Diſciple the Holy Scrip- 
ture, (as'is fad) but alſo and to 
a greater eminency inſtructed him in the 
Spiritual Way, wherein he was with ſuch 
perfe&tion to walk, and guide and direct 
others. For , this Holy Man, by his 
great ſpiritual light, knew the hidden 
ſubject of himſelf; and (to my apprehen- 
ſion) almoſt as diſtinly beheld his Spi-- 
rit: with his intelleua], as his Body 
with-his corporal, eyes. And theſe two: 
Sources, '9 the Bady, and Spirit, which 
riſe up: Canether: he did diffect, and diſ- 
cerne ſo-accurately, reſtraining the-cur- 
rent of the Body, 'and Cilating that of the 
Spirit; that it was very admirable; For, 
the diſtinguiſhing in ones ſelf works that 
proceed from Grace, from ſuch as' pio+ 
. ceed: from Nature, [is extreme: q 
and by few attainable ;' becauſg. 
are oftimes diſguiſed with the Ke 


"ot. The Life of Gregory Lopez. Ch.1 

Ttheother. This diſtintion Gregor 
cellently well underſtood both in himſel 
and thoſe that confulted him in like 
doubts. 

It befel| mc once, that havigg for 
ſome Months uſed only the excrcife of 
Mental Prayer, and found great difficul- 
ty and reluctance therein, I had an occa- 
ſion to goabout g work of Charity, and 
by the 'way felt ſo great a joy, and ſuch 
an extraordinary tranquillity in my Soul, 


f 


and ſuch a manner of Prayer ; that for. 
the time methought I was in. Heaven. 


Afterward returning to Sartta-Fe, and 
giving Gregory an account thereof, I told 
him, my Spirit had much dilated it ſelf, 
He anſwered me : Father Loſa, Natare 
dilated it ſelf. I believed him z not then 


underſtanding him. But, aſſiſted by the | 


mercy of God through bis prayers, I 
ſoon after attained to this verity. © For I 
was wont to perform external works of 
Charity, which, though in themſclves 
vertuous and meritorjous, have this pro- 
perty, that they recreate anddilate Na» 
ture, and ſomtimes ſelf-love intermixeth 
it felf with them, But, in that recol- 
| Fection, { uſed only. interior Mental 
Prayer, in which Nature was after a 
ſort in continual torment and on the rack, 


Oh. 


ex} bers 


- 


\ | whe 


* 
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*Fbecaufe detained from thoſe "Merttles, 
wherein ſhe was uſed to find (though this 
» pious ) contentment and de- 

ſuch, as relieving the warit, pro- 
moki ng the good and welfaft of our. 
Neighbour, the ſpeaking, and hearing of 
Divine matters; for, theſe by Gods: 
grace have bin my employments for ſome 
Years. Now, when I left off the fore- 
faid internal recollection, to do the work 
of Charity, I mentioned , and recreated 


| o ſelf with beholding the helds, and 
O 


- Nature returned to her ancient caſe 
and quiet; fo, astomake no war againſt 
the Spirit 5 wherewith I was much 
pleaſed and ſatisfied; as thinking, 1 was 
now at peace with my ſelf. Bur, afrer- 
ward, when I deſired to return to my 


ſole Mental aQts, I found Nature had re- 


doubled her ſtrength to war againlt the | 
Spirit, and perceiving manifeſtly by this, 
that my peace-was not ſÞ much ſpiritual, 
as natural, I diſcerned by fare and evi- 
dent conſequence, that Gye uy knew 
my'Spirit better than I my ſel 

Some Religious perſons diſcourſing in 
his preſence of: things that furthered ſpi- 
ritand devotion, oneſaid, Mufick con- 
duced: very much thereto ; for, hearing 
Fefpers in the great Church of Mexico he 
was 
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was ſo raiſed in ſpirit, that in all his li, 
he never prayed with' ſuch peace, pra 
foundnefs, and quiet, as then. Anothe 
faid, the ſociety of others avaifed-mud 
to Pray& ; becauſe the difficulty 
found in praying in his Cell, was remove 
and taken away by the preſence and ex} 
ample of thoſe that prayed with him. A 
way went the Religious men, withor 
Gregory's ſpeaking one word about that 
matter, I perceived plainly, that ht 
could have reCtified ther” with eaſe,; ang 
have ſhewn them, that; in thoſe remes« 
dies or aids, Nature lay: hid under. t 
diſguiſe of the Spirit. | (As was ſeen-by 
the ſucceſs, I had 5 and ' becauſe the rea» 
fon, why -ſome_ relieve themſelves 1 
prayer by the company of others, is; 
that Nature recreates and fupports her 
felf by her good works being ſeen, as ap- 
' pears inſuch as diſcipline-themfelves;! of 
| ter in publick z [therefore ſuch as 
eſe; following their natural delight; 
pray better ineompany, than' alone). I 
, asked him' afterward, what the:reaſon |**© 
was, that he did not give thoſe forefaid 
Religious men' advice: and inſtruction 
kerein; He anſwered me : Becauſe that 
were to binder their juurney; fence, with 
that ſtaff, they advance ſomthing. "but, bel 
without it ; would ſit ſtill, & 
| ur] 


I gy cog 
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. Our Lord had given him. great clarity 
for diſti«guiſhing of thoughts, , and of 
hall words'; by this light he knew which 
thought,. or word was idle, or not. And 
he very exactly diſcerned, in diſcourſing 
A of God, when it was natural, and-when 
Aſpiritual, To this purpoſe he uſed to 
ſay : any ſpeak of God more from love of 
Ml themſelves, than of God. He faid like- 
hag Wiſe : The Lowe of God 1s all Works ; it 
| woes few words, and is many times dumb. 
} From this light, and diſcerning faculty, 
a» proceeded that rare moderation -of his 
4 Tongue; as ſhall be ſaid in its place. 
From the ſame light alſo proceeded his 
| never having any fcruples, but an admi- 
rable quietude and Tranquillity of Soul, 
...j Ihe ſame clarity likewife our Lord gave 
{| him in matters.of our holy Faith ; where- 
m, notwithſtanding many temptations he 
ſuſtained, he had never any doubt. This 
is that he ſignified at the hour of his 
Death, when, being-asked, if he would 
xj have the holy Candle to go'ſee the Se- 
ſors | <ret, .he anſwered with great courage, as 
2ig)| is ſaid before, Al is clear, there is ns ſe- 
|cret z, it is Noomw-day with me, Wherein' 
hat | his meaning was not, that his Faith-was 
ith | without obſcurity, but that, in matters 
ue, | belonging to it, he had no doubt. Os 
at 


a 


Faith is in foch ſortobſtare, that it alls i 


moſt certain; and itg' certainty takes not 
away its obſcurity, and the captivating of}. 


our reaſon / wherein;during this life, our 
Lord would have us walk; Captivating 
our undtrſtandings in bis Service z as the 
Apoſtle ſpeaks, 2 Cor. 19,5. nw 

[ have thought fit to! put down ſome 


Examples, whereby may be gathered 
the great light oo had, by which heſ 
not only knew himtelt and his own Spirit, -; 


bur other men's alſo. I had grewt ſigns; 


and inducements (by things which I had}: 


experienced ) to ificline and perſwade 
me to believe that he faw the ſouls of 0- 


thers [or the-interiour ſtate of their ne 
_ ſouls}.” And, being one day muſing here-J hi 


onz ſome five Years, or more,” bef6re his 
Death, :T asked him, whether indeed*he 
did'ſce them :he anſwered, 1Vo, -T, us 

d 


- on fo plain'an anſwer, believed him, a 


was ſatisfied :'but perceived, that thence- 
forward hegrew every day niore cautious 


Aic; therefore I forbare to' ſpeak to. 
- himthereof. But I have had ſince, .and 
now have herein ſo many witneſſes, ſo 


creditable and beyond all exception, that 


© - Methinks I ſhould do ill not to afficar it 


for certain. - And'his telling me, [that he 
did notTee then), is' to" be attributed to 


his 


of by he. labaured to conceale and diff 


his great humility and prudence, vent 
| NE | E 
that gift of God; as he did many others. 
Nor is it t& be ſuſpeRed, one of ſo emi- 
nent veracity and perfetion would ly : 
ſince his denial in this caſe may. many 
ways be freed from lying. One way, 
becauſe poſſibly at that time God hag not 
yet done him this favour; but afterward, 


iti the laſt. Years of his Life, did. Poſſibly 


JS alſo, at that inſtant. when I asked him 


the queſtion he ſaw not ſouls, but an 0- 


ad \ ther neceflary occaſions God gave him 


light to ſee them; for, the light of Con- 


{| templation concerning things ſpiritual is 
ir not habitual and permanent, but-atual, 
'| like» that of Prophecy; our Lord gives 
sf and takes it, when' and how his Majefty 


eth. So that, at that_time, when 


| Gregory ſaid he did -not ſeethem, (though 


at other ſeaſons he did) he meant, he ſaw 
them: not, ' becauſe at that preſent God 
gavehim not that light, | For confirma- 


| tion' of what hath been ſaid, I will-lay  - 
down ſome examples, 


A certain- Perſon gave the holy Gre-. © - 
£67 an account of his-faith,, and of great 
temptations he had, but withal-ſaid, that 
he hoped in God he had committed no {1h 
therein, and therefore | difcovered no- 

H -< thing 


98 -The'Z 
thing thereof in Confeſhon : wheret& he 
anfwered : Not ſo ſtoutly; for, indeed, 
you have proved a weak Souldier, Where. 
-upon the party replied : If you think fit, 
E will confeſs it then, Gregor anſwer- 
ed ;' He did not conceive, that os he had 


done on that occaſion was any hasnows crimesh - 


but, to bave reſiſted perfeftly, he ſhoul 
have done ſuch and ſuch a thing. Whence 
the party inferred, thar he had ſeen his 
Spirit; and, for the future better learnt 
the way of refiſting, /\ 
There came from afar. a devout Prieſt 

, to impart to Gregory his Spiritual doubts; 
-whereto he anſwered ſo much to the pur- 
. poſe, that the Prieſt ſaid ; You have told 
me what I thought to' ask ; having- great 
need to: be. directed therein. Gregory 
replied ; God, ſeeing your need, moved 
my tongue to tell you what you have heard. 


A Doctor of Law, one then married, | 


but ſince a Religious man, yet- ever a de- 
vont perſon, wen#to vilit Gregory , and, 
by the way diſcourfed' with his Compa- 
nion about certain matters of his ſoul, 
which neither Gregory nor any other did, 


or by: natural” means could, know, As 


ſoon as they! came , before. they asked 
him any thing of what they intended to 
, diſcourſe, he anſwered: thems to/ every 
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thing ſo directly, that they were much 
ſatisfied and amazed, and looking u 
on one another gave thanks to qur Lord: 
ſeeing him anſwer them, as if firſt asked 
by them, Whercupon the Lawyer.took 
occaſion to examine his Conſcience, as 


"i] "oft as he went to viſit Gregory; concei- 


ving, that his Interior was open and ma- 
niteſt to him : as alſo at other times, go- 
to ask his counſel, he adviſed him ſo 
fitly, beforc he ſpake.a worg-to him, that 
be was cones! if the opinion he had of 
him. . - 
A Religious man of eminencie for ſpi- 
rit, and intimately converſant with Gre- 
ory, went oneEvening to be reſolved 
in ſomedoubts about his Spirit ; and, it 
being almoſt. Night; and he nor having 
that time he defired for his purpoſe, he 
bade him go take his reſt, and next 


' morning they would diſcourſe on it.That 


Night the: Religious man, being in « 
Chamber under the Holy Man' ry an' 
iftergal anſwer' from -God concerning 
that which he intended to ask, anda re-/ 


».], buke, for that he came to axk counſel of 


a Creature, who might have irfrom the 
Creator ;, fince he that gave Gregory ſuch! 
abilities would give him the like,, if he' 
poſed himſelf thereto'and relied upon 

HT 2 God, 


God, In the morning he went to Grego- 
ry's Chamber, who ſeeing him ſmiled;then 
the. Religious man began to relate how 
that night God had anſwered his doubts. 
Gregory helped him | out to tell it, pre- 
venting him ; for, he had not yet men- 
tioned the reprehenfion z, and asked him : 
Had you not a good reprehenſion , for 
coming to 4 Creature for advice ? He an- 
ſwered; Yes, Father, I had a rebuke. 
At all which þe was amazed, .and very 


confident, that the Holy Man had ſeen | 


in God what had paſſed within him, 


Another Prieſt, very vigilant in things 


concerning his Spirit, came to ſee Gregs- 
ry Lopez, ttaying with him 'about a Fort- 
night ; and, accurately obſerving han, 
found of a certain that the Servant of 
God ſpoke to him of all that was in'his 
mind. Which, though Gregory himſelf 
did. not intimate to him, yet the Prieſt 
was very confident fo it was : becauſe, 
his Soul being fomwhat inordinarely at- 
fected with certain great Favours, whicty 
God had done him, and he hoped to re- 
ceive from his Divine hand., Gregory, a- 
mong other things, ſaid tohim; We 4aize 


zo be great ; but-rruly either here, vr chere, 


we 7»ſt pay for our little humuliry. 
A certain- Perſon, very devout to our 
: Lady 


4 


- > 
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Lady the B. Virgin, recited the es: 
and, by this means, fo efficacioys. for 
taining all good and ſpiritual proficien- 
cy, God beſtowed on him favours and 
careſſes, that for the ſpace of ſome years 
he was almoſt always in continual Pray- 
er, Seeing bimſelf therefore ſo advanced 
in Mental Prayer, he asked Gregory, 
whether he were beſt to lay aſide the Kor 
ſary, to attend that the more. |: He'an- 
ſwered, Ne. (Knowing , that the ho- 
nouring of our Lady, to whom himſelf 
was much devoted , not only helps Be- -- 
ginners, but is likewiſe the-ground of a 
happy progreſs in the ſpiritual courſe, e- 
ven to thoſe-who have arrived to ſome 
perfection therein, for the better con- 
ſerving them in it,)) - Therefore he conti- 
nued a Year in that devotion of the Rs- 

ſary : and, perceiving that thoſe celeftial 
favours went on after the ſame rate in his 
ſoul, ag one now very ſpiriwal he deter- 
mined , without acquainting: Gregory 
therewith, to-leave off the Roſary, - But 
within a few days after he began to feel 
many troubles, and droughts, and now 
to have almoſt no Prayer at al}/i (For, 

to ſuch dangers doth he expoſe bimſelf, 
whothinksto make a proſperous voyage 
in the ſpiritual life without ary the 

| * TREES Star 


Star of the Sea.) This he told the Holy 
Man, - without telling him the reaſofi, 


which was leaving off 'the Roſary. At. 


which Gregory ſmiling faid to him; Fall 
to your Beads again; He did ſo, and 
proſpered ſo well hereby, that he ſoon 
recovered the Spirit-and devotion he had 
formerly. Whereupon he was more de- 
vout unto the B. YVirgim, and much aſto- 
niſhed,that, without his ſaying any thing 
to him, Gregory ſhould underſtand the 
ground of his aridity. Jt 24 THON 
. It fell out that ſome fix, or more, Spi- 
ritual Perſons metatiSanta- Fe, who re- 
ſorted from divers parts to confer with 
Gregory about their Spirit. And ſom- 
times” he anſwered them all in publick 
with fuch facility, that they were ſatis- 
fied concerning” their doubts, ' and in- 
ſtruſted: in what they knew not. But 
that which1l moſt wondred at was, to ſeg 


in how few'words heanſwered ; for, in 


two, or three, he reſolved great difficul- 
ties: anditſeemed thoſe words were as 
faſhes'in;their minds, 'who heard them, 
and as' ſparks darted from an-enflamed 
Charity,> So that they went away on 
one ſide (enlightened , on the other. en- 
kindled,: and: with their hearts excited 
to all good; ' Mi C244 ets # 
e d\'Þ There 


4 j % a | y . ) % U Y . 4 : . , "> , " 
IÞ2 .4% Life TROTY LOT : Ch.1g, , 


n 
1 


— wif © ”A> 


JF Ch.15: The Life of Gregory Lopez, - 103 
There came hither one exceeding] 

troubled in mind, and told Gregory all 

his troubles. He anſwered him only 

ol | theſe words: This 154 Purgatory, wherein 

id | God detains you, Which ſufficed toCorn- 

on | fort him greatly, and to quiet his ſoul. 

Tel Another Prieſt that. was in great af- 

e- | fiction he ſettled by.only reciting that of 

o- | the Apocalypſe; Icounſell thee, to buy of 

ng | metried and burning gold, that thou maiſt 

he | be rich, 

1 Another found conſolation and eaſe in 

pi- | ſore tribulations, and temptations, by 

re- | hearing him ſay : The Kingdom of Hea- 

th | ver ſuffers violence;and the violent force it, , 

m- Knights and Perſons of quality, who, 

ck | defirous to live well in their ſtate, asked 

is- | him what they ſhould do, he bade; Do 

n- | what you dofor the loye of God; and that 

uot | #5 enough, 

ſeg} » To ET Judges, and men of buſj- 
in | neſs, he uſed to ſay : Change your gnten- 

ul- | 7502 and youwill do much, 

as By theſe kind of ſpeeches he awaken- 

m, | ed ſome that were aſleep, ſo that, upon 

ed | hearing him, they came ta themſelves, 
on | and profited exceedingly. Of this effi- 

en- | cacy and good ſucceſs of his words(which 

ed | I everattribnted to his Prayer) we ſhall 
\ | fay ſomething in the 19th, and 27th. 

ere | H4 - Che 


mi ht be much more copiouſly, 


aving very diligently obſerved and 
marFed, that Gregory underſtood ſpiritu- 


ally whatever he ſaid; or heard, I once 
ſaid to him : Do you go ſpiritualizing to 
your ſelf all, you fptak, or hear? He 
anſwered me , {tr was true, Wherefore 
ſpiritual perſons may underftand the 
conſtancy and perſeverance of his Spirit z 
and others, not ſuch, may perceive it by 
the examples following. | | 

If any ſaid : The Bread of Sanf#a- Fe 
is go0d;_ he would anfwer; Yes, Sir : 
meaning the moſt Holy Saeyament of the 
Altar, the true Bread of oor Sanfta-Fe, 
. or our Holy Faith. When ariy admired 

the beanty, fine ſcent, and excellence of 
the flowers of Santa-Fe, he applied it 
to the Saints, whoſe Sanctity took its be- 
45 Ain: the Faith : for, without it, 
it had been impoſſible to pleaſe God, If 
any one, looking upon the ſprings, and 
ro Nik of water, which run from hence 
to Mexico, ſaid , The waters of Sanfta- 
Fe are better in their ſpring , than at 
Mexico; Gregory afſented ; meaning, 
by the Spring of Sanfta Fe, God; in 
whom the waters of true Wiſdom we 
ET 7; 9s; - the 


- 


ren wh beſides what is mentioned al. 
ready in divers parts of this Book ; and 
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the beſt, and, he that receives them im- 
mediatly from God, hath them more 
pure and wholſome, than .he that takes 
them paſſing through humane underſtan. ' 
dings. Hearing any ſay , ſucha one js 
of very noble extraCtion, he preſently 
conſidered, that the true Nobility is to be 
a Son of God in Spirit. When any ſaid, 
ſuch or fuch a Lord was Granace of Spain: 
he ſtraight reflected, that the principal 
and chief Greatneſs is to be the Friend of 
God, and hearing his divine words, and 
doing great things for his Service. Ob- - 
ſerving this his quickneſs and wonderful 
readineſs in drawing things to a"Spiritual 
and profitable ſenſe, when any thing in 
difcourfe otcurred that was hard to be 
ſprritualized I preſently asked him it ; as 
once 4 litle duſt here ariſing (which hap- 
pens but ſeldom) the by-itanders ſaid ; 
There- is duſt likewiſe in Santa-Fe. T' 
asked him : How can it be, that there js 
duſt-in Sanfta-Fe ? Becanſe ( ſaid he ) 
there "are Saints, that live im SanCta-Fe, 
who have not yet attained four and twenty 
Deprees of Perfettion; and therefore ha: e 
ſore duft of 'the Earth ſticking ts them ;, 
for, # man perfettHy Spiritual is all Spi- 
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CHAP. XVI: 


Of his great Knowledge in Eccleſiaſli» 
cal, and Secular, Hiſtories, 


| Any. would have been contented 
andeſteemed themſelves happy, 
to have attained the knowledg, 


Which is already, ſhewn, Gregory arrived |; 


to. But, ſince God is the Donor, .and 
Man the Receiver according to his capa- 


city, his Majeſty is pleaſed to afford us | 


for examples ſome, to whom he hath 
gSiven-much ; thereby to ſhame. and con- 
demn the tepidity of thoſe that do' not 
ſo well diſpoſe themſelves. This Holy 
Man fo well did this, that he js one of 
thoſe who give in themſelves an eminent 
reſtimony of this truth. 


Whilf he lived at Gzaſteca there came 


to viſit him Father Fohn Cobos of the Or- 
der of S. Deminic, one famous in Theo- 
| Jogy ,. and who had been a Reader in 
Spain before his coming into: theſe parts. 
He, after he had conferred yery private- 
fy, and ſeriouſly, with him, ſaid : Though 
the fame of his wiſdom was great, t - 
Z | trut 
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; truth was far greater. And, having 


heard very-excellent things upon the A4- 


 : Ppocalypſe, he defired of him an Expoſition 


thereon; which Gregory made without 
twice writing, or blotting a Letter, and 
ſent to the ſaid Father to Mexico, who 
admired exceedingly, both at the quick. 
neſs, and alſo the acuteneſs, learning, 
and ſpirit, which he ſhewed. | 
There came likewiſe. to Guaſfteca to 
confer with kim Father Michael de T ala- 
vera Provincial of the Diſcalced, of the 
Setaphical Father St. Francs, whoſe hu- 
mility, wiſdome,and ſanity, were moſt 


renowned in theſe Kingdoms. He con- 


verſed very familiarly with him; and 
ceaſed not afterward to admire his great 
light, and wifdom, praiſing, and bleſſing 
God for it: ſo that, the ſaid Father, re- 
turning thence to Zacateras, where Gre- 
gory had lived ſolitary,made an excellent 


| Sermon, extolling his knowledge , and 


ſanCtity z and, among other things, ſaid; 
In this field hath been bred a Young Man, 
whom I had rather be, than a King, Empe- 
ror , or Pope. Adding : In taking my 
leave of him, I felt my ſoul poſſeſſed with 
the grace I had ſeen in him, | 
ather Emanuel de Reynoſo, a very ho- 

ly man, and an eminent Preacher of the 
| | __ Ordex 
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Order of the glorious St. Francis, won: . .. 
dered at the light and knowledge of GreÞ"< 9 
goryholding it to be Supernatural; For, he ſp 
( ſaid be) have aiked him about divers 
places of Holy Scripture, and there wa 
none, whereto he anſwered not very peri? 
rinemly, I once asked him nie of the obs 
ſcureſt, and difficulteſt Texts I ever ſaw wn 
the Bible, and he exponnded them all to me 
an their literal ſenſe,ſo ſignificantly, that he 
ſeemed a Saint Hierom. © And another Rez - 
 ligious man, hcaring him relate this,went]* 
to Gregory with other places, of greatÞ* 
difficulty likewiſe ; who by exprience}* 
found, that what had been reported of 
Gregory was punctually true. f 
_ Heknew (with as much evidence ag 
can be gathered out of the Holy Scrip- 
tare , and other Hiſtories ) whatſoever You 
paſſed from the Creation of the World of hi 
to Note, recounting the Generations of 
the Sons of God, and of the firſt Fathers 
ſo diſtin My,that without book he recited 
all their Linages, degrees, and affinities, 
with the difference of times and ages ;|; 
though a thing ſo obſcure even to the 


molt learned. He was no leſs knowing ty 
' in what concerns the Sons of Men too of |* 
that time; whoſe cuſtoms and inventi- 
ons he related very diſtintly. The *, 

| : c 


\ 
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Fhe did from Noe to Chriſt our Lord, and 
' zhhe ſpoke of thoſe. Times, and the Per- 
14 0ons living, therein,as if preſent, Having 
a{9cſcribed this Family of God , he dif- 
courſed of the adjacent borders, making 
4. fone Hiſtory of all, and accommodating 
ial theſe hiſtories to the, times and ſuc- 
ml cles of the ſame Family, And he not 
he jJonly knew the Warrs, and other acci- 
\e (dents, that befell | within God's own 
ne Houſe, but even thoſe among the Gen- 
arf files, to the coming of our Redeemer ; 
cel and, to my thifiking, te knew all this as 
of exactly, as any other man of our times. 
\ He had by heart the Prophecies of all the 
ag|$#yis. He told very particular paſſages 
p- of the Birth, Infancy , Childhood, and 
er| Youth of. our Lord Chri/t; as likewiſe 
141 of his Preaching, Death, and other My- 
of] fteries; of the preeminence of the Law 
rs of Grdce above that of Nature, and that 
4 | Written, He had as it were before his 
gs [yes the Life, and Preaching of the Holy 
"| Apoſtles, and their Diſciples. He re- 
hated particularly the Lives, and -Mar- 
ng tyrdoms of the & go from Se. Peter to? 
of | 5- Sylveſter z; and of other eminent Mar- 
;. | fyrs; likewiſe the lives and moſt re- 
16 | owned and memorable Acts of the fa- 
he| mouſeſt Confeſſors from Pope _—_ 
| bY 


to Clement the Eighth, in whoſe time he 
died, He recounted the Names, Times, 
and Cuſtoms of the Founders of Orders, 
and Eremitical Life ; of the Areh- Here- 
ricks alſo; condemning their errours, 


and alledging the Holy Councils in which 


they were condernned ;- obſerving like- 
wiſe the time, wherein ſuch arid ſuch 
Hereſics began, and declined, 


_- Hediſcourſed very particularly of the 'Þ * 
hiſtory of that Beaſt, of which S, Fohz in | 
the Apocalypſe ſpeaks, which was the | 


Ciry of Rome ; and its'ten Horns, which 
were the Ten Emperours, whoeſpecially 


perſecuted the Church above others, and 
ſo he brought down the Hiſtoty*of the Þ. 
Ceſars to Philip the Second, the Catholick | 


King of Spain, in whoſe time he died. 


He ſpake very diſtinctly of the begin- {| 
nings, and progreſs, of the Set of the + 
falſe' Prophet Adabomrr 5- of the many - 


Countries poſſeſſed by the Iſahomerans, 


Turks, Otromgns, Scythians by Nation, Y 


and deſcended of Og, and Magog ;' with 
the ſlaughters, they made upon the Ar- 
mies of the Saints, I have heard him 
relate, how this perverſe Sect poſſeſſed 
almoſt. three thouſand * i. cagues of 
round,: extending itſelf from-Exrope ag 
-M ag Chin. | — 

| He 
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Hewas likewiſe well ſeen in Profane 
Hiſtories, both ancient , and modern; 
and thofe of ' famous Men , whom the 
Gentiles took for Gods : as Jan, Her- 
cules, and the reſt. a 
He (When occaſion ſerved) related the 
Converſion of all Countries, People,and 
Nations-to our Holy Faith, mentioned: 
thoſe that preached the Holy Goſpel to 
- them; as alſo the remarkable things 
that hapned therein'; and this with ſuch 
certainty, as if he had ſeen, or was read- 
ing them. 

Of all this he hath made a Chrozolog y, 
or ſucceſſion of Times, from the Creartor 
of the World to Pope Clement the 8th. 

- with ſuch brevity , exacCtneſs , -and par- 
ticularities, (obſerving the moſt memo- 
- rable paſſages, both in the Eccleſiaſtical, 
F and Secular State ) that divers learned 
vt; perſons carneſtly requeſt me to let them 
Y "FF copy out this Book. 
' He hadallo epitomized'and gathered 
h | Out of the ſaid Hiſtories the ſum and 
ſubſtance of whatever concerned the. 
- Faith, Laws, Temper, and Cuſtomes of 
4 | Nations; and had reduced them into a' 
of | C#lenaar for the Days; which he uſed 
ſomtimes, for our recreation, to rehearſe 
to me, to ny great delight and admira- 
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of the Knowledge in other Sciences, | 
whichGod imparted to this hisSchor-. 
lar. # 4 


as ac 5A © 7vXAX = uo £4. b« 


x. 
»; 


(Deen) not. only knew the: HT 
F Scripture, and things Moral and'Y 
._  Spirituah as we ſaid, -whichwereF- 
his chief {tudy , but: was alſo an-Aſire-Y 
nomer , Cofmographer , Geographer ; and. 
| had a Globe, anid't Map made with his'Y 
own hands, very true, aud ez>d&; for, IF 
have heard excellent Maſters, that faw 
it, conmend it for ſuch. - And , which F 
moſt wondred-and was farprized at, oft-: 
times, upon occaſion, whenl asked him} 
queſtions about divers parts of. the 
Earth, even the Antipodes, he anſwered® 
me immediatly, without ſtudying or mu-' 
fing thereon. _ ( 
- He underfto0d. the Anatomy of Man's' 
Body very well ;- and fomtimes told ve- Y 
ry curious and particular paſſages there- 
in; deelaring Bos admirably the. Di- 
yine Wiſdome' -diſcovered' itſelf | in” 
be Hr] - 
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'J . He was likeyiſe, ellen pklld i" B_. 
Payficks, and h roof he made yery <a | 
ous Book ib ny | Experim 


YAY actiſed by country , 
Rey ly and levers: Ju ities of 
nt 


wy and Compo his Art 
be delig ited to make] pa Br each 
ts neceſſity ,: written with, his own 
| bs Wie with excellent remedies, ſuch as 
his. charitable defire of his Neighbour's 
ba gol F ggeſted to him to invent and di- 

(-» | or, he, was very .compalſionat 

I - and pan God gave him a 4 | 
. ſucceſs, 1 ., 
sf . He wasalfo well ſcen in Apreaterr; 

F and an, excellent Herbaliſt : for he not 

J only knew, the property and .vertue of 
FS Herbs, but howto, better them by ſe. 
4 veral Liquors, , which he mage, and gave 
in; { asa drink to the herbs and plants. I have 

FJ cen and eaten of them ſo. altered by his 

'J hand, . that they feemed of another kind. 
"And he told me, tha, if he knew a per. - 
- fancuriousa, £996 Chriſtian, (th c be- 
n's' "ins danger, eſt, wanting the fear of 
VE- he ſhould, by. this art make them 

.. worſe analog Hep) ). he would teach 
i- ecret, for the good of his 
" Neon 

c 


rs.. d4 i 5, 
Was: a very. good Pen- man, and. 
I writ 
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-Vtit many hands Hbpwlarty well + thete | ; ; 
are at this day orfre dfhizin this . 

kihd divitable, eſpccialty che Arap a- 
bove thchtioned, having mach of hte 


ated, *bove all that have come forth ite | 


ptint, and tharfo near and catioas, that 
# ſeerhs ; that's gtave DoCtor, 
to Whoth it Fel, values it mich. 

Eveh m the TayJor's trage| Ke wasiſd-in. 
gcnious-a5 ro muke 'his/ own- Clothes ; 
which (chovgh menh, yet to be fitted to 


po w *hd Wdifpolition) required I} - 
kr , ard vtt '- {5 thathe 
uſed to ſay; None made them fo well, as 


hirfelf. Vic thate not his own Shoes ; 
but mended them fo well, that rhey laſt 
e4 him three Fears, endiabove. His por 
was trot of his vwn makinp neither ; 
he never wore any, after or fend bite 
kefs Hip \etravelled fin '» very 
hot St ; Svc Chap. 8.7] tor is4tkmown 
that eyer he hall ay morethanone: 3 und 
that was $$$06d asnew... 
This 4 of things itva Con- 
cemplative Man will not ſeem exceſſive; 
( one only be ne z and wa- 
tiy r#ther prove hindranves) Fe conſt 


der the fubſiwaity'of His Spirits t6 Which | 


multitude was y let from 
, to put this out of 
doubt,. | 


And neteffary © and 
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litle things diſtorbed him,” * He anſwer- 


j <<; 1findGod#mmeb'in the leaſt of theſe, 
| winthe ereaieſ) "And the reaſon there- 


of ſeems tobe; 'becauſe his 7 inci 
endand ſcope was his Creator : ſo 
fixing his eyes continually onthe Foun- 
taih, all was t6 Him one and the fame 
water. 

4 will not oinix hate the menLoning, 
as a thing more than natural, his manner 
—_ Books.' It ſl out that in 
atched a Book; which 
it much, would not 
have ended iy''4 Glonth, And, *0' in- 
Gance in a thing well kgown';; bee 
ſome may object, dE apprivendcg "Y Feng 
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tens; 5; Lanlwor,this niny be fp *%. I 
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 Plather Twafi of" Paſa ; a thy ie Cas'l 
-thipk) he read over ar rw Ar _ 


. wht at wall therein 
there was fearce any ymgn! Gs 
-mibye of it; than'Gr isl have 


rimented, pride ESP an ofren, Fo Ea, 
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_ he Life of Gregor Lopez. Chery: v 
with he, bath joined, andeontinued the |} 
diſcourſe: as if he had bin reading. it, } 
When, he read to others, his quickneſs, 
clear pronunciation, ſpirit, and graceful. | 
neſs were very rematkable. | 

Qur Lord cndued Gregory with a na- 
tural Underſtanding exceeding great ; a 
quick apprehenſion, and acuteneſs, ſuch 
Fl —_— that I have ſomtimes heard 
him ſay, he never forgot what he with 
care committed to it , ſuch a Will, that. 
it is very credible, «that its continual ex- 
excils was the being in an; AQ of loving 

For his Stature of Body, we may ac- 

count him rather of the talleſt,' well pro- 

portioned, without any defect. He was 
not but rather ſomwhat tender; 
and in his latter years he was almoſt no- 
thing but skin and-bones. The Hair of 
his Beard, and Eye-brows, was'of 

; ging out a little; . His Eye- 
brows aro and geo without ny uf 

-- His Ears little, yet:it was 

ene » They how quick +, ooxrk 
was. His yed Lia ſomthing, inclin- 
ing to green : he had always a very-ſharp 
fight; " ofomuch.a he read the fatlleſ 

. better without Spectacles z though; after 


that 
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- that fever mentioned, he ſomitimes put 
* themonto ſee afar off. *His Noſe rather 


little, than great. His Lips thin, and 
equal, ſave that his under-lip hung out 
a little, His Teeth very white, and e- 
ven. His Vifage long. His Beard well. 
ſet, not-buſhy, nor great. The colour of 
his Face and Hands ſomwhat pale, ws, 
his abſtinence, prayer, and continu 

mortification, This good natural diſpo- 


ſition, and well-proportioned: feature of 


Body; with a rare' modeſty he had, was 
a repreſentation and ſigne of the great 
beauty of his Soul. | | 

This Man, whom we have here (or, 
to (peak more properly, God himfelf 
hath) nounrajed out, being about nine-' 
teen or twenty Years of age, forſook his 
Parents, -Brethren, Kindred, ' and the 
Court of King Philip, with all his hopes, 
and fled to the /ndies, above: two' thou- 
ſand Leagues, and, finding them in their 
greateſt proſperity, renounced all their 
wealth and pleaſure, and hid himſelf a- 
mong/the moſt barbarous men there, on- 


ly the better to ſerve and pleaſe his Ma- 


ker and Lord: and many having watched 
him very-narrowly could never perceive 
in his/geitures, ations, or even words, 


CHAP 


the leaſt imperfgRion. 
| | I 3 
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of the well-governing hs Tonpucs, | 
LF the Holy Ghoſt approves him for 4. 
ls oorkec i 


Kores,. 1 tay jultly commend for 
po & Ys lince; in cighteen Yeats 
Ttamjliar. converſation with hirh; I 
- Not diſcetne that he ſpoke 0ne word, a- 
miſs.” Hereof I can give © very evident! 
teſtimony; for, ſince I choſe him at firſt 
fora Maſter and Gompanion for the reſt: 
of my life, and this meerly for his .Ver- 
tue,. without any hopea'of ſecular inte- 
relb, it-is manifelt; that] was concerned! 
tatakecarethathe,. whom I choſe for 4) 
Patternof:Vertue, ſhould. be unblemiſty- 
$d with vie; - Beſides, I-was warndll by: 
grove and wiſe men to bt. wary and live 


V —_— &z- whereudto 1 was mo- | 
Vedalloby x e delire of God's honour, 
and Gregory's goody -fince the Divine! 


joILy. $8 yall; as muth ag we! 
can £0. tudy our Neiphbour's/benefit, 


Allthis notwithſtanding, and the atten» 
Fia9 reqpihe' to, ark ahnegpsy agg 
SH) "E1 ._ oey 


of Gregory Lopez” 


2] heard a word. worthy of reprehenſion 
— || fall from him: again} any man whatſoe: 
ver, though he were a Heathen, ar He- 
retick : tor, he condemned the Set ar 
Herefy from many | Gown of  Sctip- 
ts | ture, and reprehended the vices.and fins, 
blinded Wſreugth, they refuſed to re- | 
or 4. turn.into.the. baſome of the Church C4- 1 
in zbolick, or topk occaſion to ſeparate, but Ws 
for | the Perſons he concealed. , +. -. 
es _- When they told him of anythat ſpoke 
| ill: of him, he heard them, with feat 
t ng 


d a-# peace andcalmnef; and the firſt thi 
dente']] he anſwered was ; /z the rf Peace: Ft-if 
firſt | certain, this, party bath « $097 entention ; © 
> reſt] and preſently he exruſpg im the beſt he 
Ver-| could : yea he notonly defended thePer- 
inte-| ſon, but the FaCt alſo, .of his Detractor, 
raed} without excufing himſelf at all. | 
for 4)] A grave perſon perſwaded one of the 
fiſt. Biſhops of that Aderropalis, as he palled 
yl by wha the Adarguiſate of Valle, near 
| live] the place of Gregtyy's abode, to viſit him 
> mo«{ in his journey 3 for, it would be a great 
wur, ſatiafaRtionto his Lorſhip to have ſcen 

wine!| Man ſo admirable both for ſanctity, ont = 
8 we'l prudence... The B:ſhop conſented , at C 
nefit.'] went to ſce him. Gregory: came out 
with great civility, reſpect, and humility 
to receive the Biſhop : and, aſter they 
; i vj were 


x 
_ Fd 
- 4 
4 = $ 
- 


4, b 3 "+ n 4a i = YI - : —_— 
# 4% *. : . ” ja . : - 
20 | SOL \ IDC; 

- 


- kim, and forhim, 


' S.. 
c 


_ both ſet age and er that came 
in his company, divers thin an to - 
be difcourſed of, but Dt we hed 
nothing, and therefore ſaid nothing. So, 
after the Biſhop had been there about a 
quarter of an hour, being' told it was, 
inner-time, he went 'away. Some 
days after, the perſon mentioned going 
to welcome the Biſhp upon his return td 
his Biſhoprick, and "uy him, what he 
thought of Gregory he anſwered, that he 
cemed to him a ſenſeleſs Fool. - He, 
ndering at this anſwer, asked him, if 
_his Lordſhip had diſcourſed with him a- 
bout Spiritual "things. The Biſhop an- - 
fwered, No. To which he replied : 7: 
wonder not , _ not wes acked, he did 
wot ſpeak. ; and, not ſpeaking, did not ſhew, 
ard he was. Whit, he E enoed ol 
ciently afterward : when, the ſame party 
telling him, how the *Biſhop' rook him 
for a Foole, he wasglad, and ſaid; 7 
ſhould bave _—_ ſo too, if Thad ſeen a 
man of my garve, And this 'was not 
auch far Gregory; becauſe'onr Lord 
had given him a moſt ardent love of his 
Neighbour ; which, he ufed to fay, con- 
fiſterh not in words, nor'in ſaying, 7 ws 


| Neighbour well | but in doing good fo 


w.. 


| 4 I 
I never heard hint ſpeak an Idle word, 
either in beholding'-the Heavens very 
clear, and ftarry, or in viewing the fields 
yery green, and flouriſhing, or in ſeeing 
the waters very clear and cryſtalline, or 
nany perſon's viſiting him, or at Ta- 
ble, or afterward. And 7 call not an /- 
dle word that, which the vulgar uſually 
. termsſuch, one indecent, or. tending to 
ſcurrility; for, ſuch may neither be 
mentioned, nor imagined in a life like 
that of Gregory's : here '/ terme a7 idle 
word, as Divines and Spiritual men un- 
derftand it, one needleſs ; and ſuch was 
never heard from hismouth; fot, he ſo 
contracted jand meaſured his diſcourſe, 
=_ words neither abounded, nor want- 
cd, | | 
I will note another thing for the 
learned.' It hapned, there were in*his 
company many rimes Learned Men-talk- 
ing of Sciences, wherein he was eminent- 
ly skilled, yet as filent, as if an ignorant 
Clown, unleſs where he was asked; or 
for fome other reaſons, which 7 will 
 mention'anon. This was generally well 
known; and Dor Fr. Pedro Agurto Bi- 
ſhop of Cib# in the Philippines ( famous 
in this mingR. not only by his Digni- 
ty, but for his: Wiſdome, Religion,” and 
, Sanctity) 
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Sandity) affirmed it in a Letter, prefixed 
to this Beek, among the Approhatianc 
thereof, in theſe words. 1 exceedingly 
loved the boly,and my dear Gregory: and, 
of I omitted converſing with, - aud wiſning 
of bin , it was, becauſe, he not ſpeaking, 
anleſs aiked, and 1 bearing thetitle. of a 
Maſter, thengh ſufficiently needing that 
which 1 might have learnt from fo excel- 
lent, ana ſo experienced 4 Soul, paſſibly, 
my. queſtions, and cawverſation might be 
thanght [by him] impertment ; (thoagb 
indeed of ſuch « Sel, 45 his, no ſuch thing 


6s to be ſuppoſed. LY ; 
That which / moſt admire in Gregay 

is, that the diſcourling of God being ſo 
. commendable a thing, and divers diſ- 
creet and Spiritual Perſons flocking from 
remote parts to-confer with him; he ne- 
ver:{poke to them of Gad, or of Spirit, 
et of Morality, except firit asked, And, 
when he anſwered, though his Anſwers 
were profound and admirable, he utter- 
ed them without exaggerating or enfor- 
be rag inavery plain ſtile, and cut 
off his, _—_— okra ap” the 
Queſtions, and his Neighbour's n ty. 
And, whereas many- times to the thing, 
which he anſwered, there ed hap- 
ly four or five more doubts, which the 
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ſtanders-by again” asked him,” hewould 
anſwer every 'one of them ſo profound- 
ly, and briefly, asthat he went not ajot 
arther, 'than he -judged ' was necefſa- 


yr thing indeed very much to be re- 
marked ; that he, ſo eminently skilled 
in Holy Writ, and ſo exquiſite in Morgl 
and Spiritual knowledge, ſo verſed in 
Hiſtory, ſo well read in Sainrs Lives, in 
the cuſtomes and rites of forreign'Nati- 
ons; and other things aboye mentioned, 
and, on the other fide, endued with fo 
faithful and happy a Memory, as, when 
he pleaſed, repreſented every thing to 
him, ſhould: be fo vpon his guard not- 
withſtanding, as not to ſpeak” at any 
time without beingasked, and without 
manifeſt neceſſity.” - Methinks , if Et:- 
phax that ſevere friend of holy ' Fob kad 
converſed with Gregory, as I did, he 
would not haye ſaid : Conceprum ſerm- 
vem-retinere quis poterit ? A'ſpeech con- 
cerved whocan ſuppreſs? Bat, the better 
to.diſcover his circumſpeQion herein, T 
will infert here a reprchenhon which he 
once:gave Me. | 

Shortly afper 1 came to live in Santtn- , 
Fe with Greporz, he told me, upon ot- 
cafion, there was an Emperonr, mY 

2 | tne 


Wk 24 TRa: of Gregory Lopez. Ch 8 
| the mid of the Sea, cat only freſh meat,” 
2 and, Þ$ the middle of the Land, made: 

thembring him fiſh alive ; whereupon 
ſaid; This was Heliogebalus, The Hos: 
ly Man replied : Since we condemned the 
Fatt, it were meet to Conceale the Pey- 
on, 
7 Another time, in a great rain, I ſtand: 
ing at the-Window ſaid, It rains hard; 
and immediatly a flaſh of lightening fell 
upon my hand, as I held it out of the 

Window : I told Gregory of it, and the 
pain felt. He anſwered : Tow are ſerved 
right; ſince” you ſpeak, Words that are 
needleſs; for, I ſee that it rains hard. © 

Having one-day told me a thing , 

wherewith my Soul was. much edified, I 
asked him, Why, ifhe knew it, he did 
not tell me it before ; he anſwered : 7 
ſpeak.not what I know, but what ts neceſſa- 
ry. And, on another fit occaſion, ſaid: 
For two Years ſpace I fealed up 'my mouth 
without ſpeaking, more than to ſalute mine 
Hoſt, whom I [aw once in four and twen- 
ty hours. | Tf 

And not only in ſpeaking was he care- 
ful to keep ſilence, but in Writing alſo. 

For, asto this, he never writ of any bu- 
ſineſs at the firſt hand, nor yet anſwered 
any writing, except - either charity, or 

ne. 
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uſed thoſe words which were neceſſaty 
for the matter. in hand. I have many 
Letters of his by me of five or fix lines 


apicce, and ſhorter ; ſuchas that in the 
iſChapter of this Book. He writ 
ome to Dor Lewis de Yelaſco the Vite- 
roy, it anſwer to his ; and'it was no. 
more than to anſwer at the bottom of 
the Yiceroy's Letter : 1 will do that, which 
in this you commend me, Which, com- 
monly, was the recommending to ogr 
Lord certajn affairs. And, although Se- 
cular Perſons account this way of ati- 
ſwering (to Princes eſpecially) but rude 
and uncivil, 'yet,- in one that was fo far 
from complements and attifice, as Gre- 


gory, and ſq wary in his fpeech, it was 
.great prudenceand heavenly wifdome. 


He then only ſpoke without being. 
asked; when he ded the honour of 
God, or his Neighbour, or the truth of 
Sacred Scriprare, and of our Holy Ca- 
tholick, Faith : but this too; when none 
preſent undertook the buſineſs. For ex- 
ample. - If any one were aſſaulted with 
any'grievous" temptation or fickneſs, that 
made him ſeem' to murmur in a ſort at 
God, it was admirable to ſee how long, 
and with what piety, and gravity of 

words 


neceſſity required it; and theti he only 


The.Dife of Gregory Lope?. 


bond he 6 Keene. to reduce kiew to 
the acknowledging of his errour, igno- 
ragce,end weakne(s,and the deep Abyſſe 
the Divine Wiſdome,& Mercy ,which'l 
under thoſe tribulations lay hid co he, 


eyes, and the obligation he had to 
and to put himſelf into'bis more than Fa- 
therly hands. He' alſo defended his 
Neighbour with very- prudent reaſons, 
as we ſhall ſhew in the enſuing Chap- 
ter. 
g That wherein he difcovered moſt ſpi- 
rit and vigour was , in interpreting cer- 
tain places of Holy Scripture, from 
which,  wreſted and miſunderſtood; He- 
reticks had draws their errours ; and in 
ſach occaſions he was not ſatished with 
alledging a few authorities and reaſons, 
but he enlarged himſelf all hecould, and | 
alledged the beſt ſenſes of Soripture that | 
he knew, - And, is thoſe places af Scrip- 
wre, which the Hereticks ſaid contra- 
dicted, Gregory uſed the fame. courage | 
2nd Civilian | faradent, - with al mo- | 
defby- For, he accounted this Scripture | 
for his truc Mather; as having been 
thr apomeny oretaped breaſts. F 


EHAP, 


Wn, $3444. 1 : - $5. va W..4 p ol . 
. Py : "IS = 7 = be 
- TY 6 - * F A me 
A -” x 
* 2 m o 
. q - - 


——_—_— 
_— —_—_— EI” CA OY 


SI +4 7,7 96 9 6.5 
Y of the Wiſdawe be ſbewed in bis ns 
w— fſwers, Words, 44d Attivns. 


_ penceably with great attention to 
| whatever they asked him, and 
with/the ſame truriquillity anſwered, or 
forbore 'bo: anſwer ; according as he 


Mk gy” or necdilary, 
1 came- to this Village to: vilie 
Gregerya Religious/Man « Door, and 
matreated me to;;prevaile with him to/ 
ſpeak ſomthing of our Lord ; I did {© : 
the Door, 'tbehtive him {as they 
fay}: into thelifts, began with a mutti-: 
tude of arpuaents, and-varicty of words, 
- | to diſcounis of the/ forementioned; fb 
| judt.- Afrer that the holy Man hadbeow 


ent, 1 by fignes requeſted him vat - 
pon apnea Whereto he anſwered: 


me. mz tow voice, ſ@ that the Door: 
| didmot hearrbeingfomwhat' deaft,) z He- 

is more ediified by frlenoe, 4han by Laws ; 
And; though he ſtayed here two days 
and a night, he ſpake not one __ To: 
ity. 


. [4 : & bn 4 * Y 
SJ = = —Y - « k 
I o 4 + % 5 IP & i A by , 


him of God, Whereupon, 'at the Do- 
Ror's going away, 1 asked him, whathel 
thought of Gregory, His ſilence, ſaith he, 
pleaſes me much. And Gregory himſelf 
ſaid to,me rap rs ears Loſa, I 
ee many talk well ;, let us ao well, © 
# ary: for argument ſake, or fot try- 
ing him, did ask him a thing premedi- 
tated afhd ſhidied, propoling is doubr' 
in Latine, he with great calmneſs bad 
him ; Tell me this in Spaniſh; and, after 
he had told him, the Holy Man arifwer-/ 
&d; tis ſo az you ſay. * intimating,' that 
they needed no anſwer, He uſed like- 
wiſe to ask of tlie Learned: the meaning 
in Spansſh of ſbme Text , of Aoly Scrip- 
re, thereby to humble himſelf to] 
them, - 2 42450 "26 | | 
To ſuch as conſulted him about-going 
to Spain, Marrying, or the like; be gave 
no atiſwer at preſent, but that he would. 
recommiend it to.God,, In which he dif- 
covered his ſingular 'prudence ; 'for,! he |. 
knew, in affairs of that.nature, itwas fit, 
that God ſhould diſpoſe the means,, and 
move the' will to that which . conduced. 
molt to his greater glory, and rhe-good 
of men: and this was the reaſon why he 
would not anſwer, without firfttreating 
6f thoſe matters with God; for'the Fes 
ſa 
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Do faid end. Befides, he held it a thing not 

fo neceflary, that perſons ſhould marry, 

e For return into Spaiv. Though theſe, and 

-& ther good reaſons that moved him not 

| 10 anſwer, he kept to himſelf, thereby 

fo humble and mortify himſelf, - " 

Yet, when' any asked him, Whether 

1edi- # they ſhould be Prieſts, or enter into Re- 

oubr' || /:g-07, and he found in them parts'requi- 

; bad || fite for ſuch. a ſtate, he. furthered much 

after | their reſolution, that Hyahey might pre- 

wer | ſently embrace that greater Ars, . But, 

that {| when he perceived that they wanted the 

like- I qualities aforeſaid, he was wont to an- 

ning wer; I will Commend it to God. 

crip- He was a great Defender of Religious 

” to. | Orders, and of their Superiors, and Go- 

. | vernovrs, before their ſubjets and do-. . 

oing | Meſticks ; and-ſhewed them the great 

cave advantages that were included in Obe- 

ould; 1 ence, and the obſerving their Xules, and 

« dif. | Conſtitutions. | | 

he |. He made Secular Perſons underſtand, 

s fit, | when ovcafion was offered,” the preemi- 

ang | nence of a Religious Man's ſtate above 

zced | theirs, and"the great ſpirit from God' 

054 | wherewith the ___ Orders were 

yhe founded. He ſaid, that God's beſt Sonl- 

diers were in them, And, to' this pur- 

poſe, he was wont to fay, 'a Tree ine 
K- ph 


T 20 y 8 T Car ESC { L,OPCT, S): of; 
plain Champion had need taks goed root ;; 
4 but —_ Forreſt is fofef fron thil . 
wards, _ 

He likewiſe ever defended Princes 
 Governours, and Judges, both Eccleſi 
aſtical, and Civil,with great courage anc 
humility in their Subjects preſence ; anc 
when any diſparaged their government 
replied ; if you were in their place , poſſi 
bly, you would not do fo well, Who bat 
fer. us to meddle with the Government 
And, if they perſiſted, affirming, that 
what the Princes did qught to be re 
formed, he replied ; You ſhould tell the: 
fo : for, what goed doth it here ? To ſame, 
that thought themſelves Spiritual, yet 
were always detrating, he ſaid: 7 4: 
n0t account him Spiritual, ue nor yet Ver- 
tous, that wedgeth, or ſpeaks evil of, ator 
tar. He was want moſt commonly, on 
theſe occaſions, to fay : This thing Cat: 
nat be remedied here; ſpeak.no mare of i. 
And, 'by his gravity, he added ſuch life 
and weight to his words, that a certain 
Perſon of quality, diſcourhng of the: 
King's government, was exccedingly a- 
_baſhed, by Gregory's ſaying only ;, The 
King hath 4s ſbarp an underftanding, 4s 
- 44) 42 Spain ;3- and will You Kea as, ? 
And tho foreſaid perſon ſtill Wau: F 

| [og 
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"JY the. great change which thoſe words 
wrought in him. . | 
He made another alſo, who ſpoke ill 
bf the government of a certain Lord, to 
deſiſt, by meerly telling him : You dart 
not ſay this in his preſence, | 
He ſhewed great conſideration 'dnd 
Skill in ſpeaking to every one inhis own 
employment, to the Husband-man,Soul- 
dier, Gentleman, and the reſt, without 
taking any ſfom his profeſſion. To this 
purpoſe he greatly commended the pru- 
dence of $S. Fohn Baptiſt, in the Counfell' 
he gave to the Souldiers, To be content 
with their pay, and do no man any 
wrong. | | | 
_ When he treated with Spiritual Per- 
ſons, leſt they ſhould (as often it falls' 
out) cenſure thoſe who went ina diffe- 
rent way from them he uſed to ſay, that 
He was much pleaſed with the variety of 
Spirits.; for thereby Gou beantified his 
holy Jeruſalem. That Þn the Spiritual 
courſe God was the Maſter, and none 
aieht make himſelf a Maſter to another, 
judging him, and deſifing to lead him the 
ſamt way, in which himſe!f is led by 
i God; becauſe that way is good alfo' by 
which hrs Majeſty condutts others. . | 
To ſuch” as agked him counfel, whatr 
| R 2 they 


ppecy © , 
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they ſhould do : he anſwered ; Love 
God and your Neighbour : for, that was 
the Royal and perfett, way, for all, from 
the leaſt, to the greateſt ; and therein can | © 
be no erronr ; for, it is our Law, inwhich | e 
conſiſts all perfettion, hi 
He alſo-uſed to ſay : That to be always | te 
talking of Spirit was Milk, and the temp* | fe 
tation of Novices. And that, though one | | 
had an Underftanding like a Seraphim,” Þ| th 
he ſhould nat deſire to make it known, with- | dj 
out neceſſity. r- 
He accounted it better to recommend || je 
his Neighbour to God, then to tell him | N 
of God; unleſs where neceſſity in parti- 
cular required it, . To thoſe, who were | th 
already advanced in Spirit, heſaid: /t | g 
45 better ſpeaking with God, than of God, w 
To one, that thought himſelf Spiri- } a, 
tual, he faid : Ir were a ſhame to ſuch a | (q; 
' one, af it were known of him, that he deſired | c; 
ro live ſtill in _— And to this pur- | ,, 
poſe alledged S. Paul, who faith; We 
have not here an abiding Cuty, but we ſeek; | hj 
one, wherein we ſhall continue, And he. aj 
perſwaded himſelf, that he who arrived: | 4 
to-this might be already numbred' a- 
mong. the Spiritual. L 
When he heard of any very great and: | 
miraculous things, he uſed to ſay ;: 7 had- | s, 


Y a» 


+ 
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rather haye one Aram of the pure Love of 
God, than all this noiſe. 

Being asked once, whether thoſe who 
are perfect uſed recreations, he anſwer*+ 
ed, Tes, For, when one goes a Journey , 
he loves to ſee his Horſe eat, (ſo bo 
termed his Body), But he ſaid ; "the Per- 
fet man, even in his recreation, kept a 
ſtraight rein over his Body, contrary to 


the imperfe(t, who obſerve no ſuch me- 


diocrity; for, one while they immode- 
rately tormeft their ſpirit, another while 
let it be carrie& away with the guſt of 
Nature, 

Though, in converſe, it be an uſual 
thing for men to laugh at the careleſneſs, 
overſight, or raſh words of others, or 
when one istroubled, ſlips and falls, or 
appears with ſome blemiſh, or notable 
deformity, he never laughed on ſuch oc- 
caſiong,but diſcoyered that he took com- 
paſſion on them rather. | 

When any afflited perſon came to 
him, he greatly reſented _ rief, and 
applied himſelf to it, ſending him away 
exceedingly comforted. 

There came to this Village an cmnpent 
Lady, very vertuous, much affli 
went to viſt her ; and, =o Lipent 
great deale of time ” "_ ort her , 
could 
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_ could-not in any wife, Afterward the 
hes ſelf ſpake with Gregory.; who ſhew- | 
ed ſo great prudence, or, to ſpeak more | occ 
properly, ſuch a Divine Spirit in quiet- || pat 
ing and comforting of her, that ſhe went 
_ faying; I am ſatisfied, I am ſatis- | — 
68, 
©.» When they ſpoke of things doubtful, 
and hard.to be reſolved, being asked his | 
opinion, he anſwered : The Morning will of 
come, and we foal be wiſer. Implying, 
that there was no reſolving of a doubt-. 
ful matter, without taking time to treat 
with God concerning it : Yet not mean- 
ing here, that he, by his prayer, ſhould 
| preſeritly underſtand, and be able to re- 
folve all matters; for, this'is not ima- 
ginable of ſo humble a Perfon. By his 
ſaying alſo, The Morning will come, and 
ws ſhalt be wiſer, he might intimate the 
hour of onr Death : for, then the Da 
will dawn for the underſtanding of a 
doubts. 


. It was admirable to'ſee the heavenly 
udence he uſed inall higaQtions. He 
card Maſs with fuch filence, attention, 
and reverencg, and received the Blefſed 
Sacrament with fo great, and fo. pro- 
found an hymility, as raifed devotion in 


+ f%, | He 
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He-would never ſpeak to any in the 
v- | Church; but, if any urgent buſineſs did 
re | occurr, he went forth, and preſettly djif- 
t- | patched it. 


land. A. i 
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i | of the Palour and Magnanimity of 
” Gregory Lopez, 


Ty V lewing it after an external manner, 
it ſeems a thing very impertinent 
d to commend a Solitary perſon, 
e- | ſo recollected; and filent, fo: poor, and 
1-- | humble, for nimous and valiant, 
is | But,if we look on it witha ſpiritual eye, 
4 | and reaſon, each of thoſe things above 
e | mentioned ſhews- not only great. yalous 
p and magnanimity , but alſo very manj- 
Y 
e 


feſtly diſcovers ' the powerful. hand 'of 
God. * Who would not account-it mag- 
natimity, for a Jorg man of Nineteen 
Years of age, with ſuch parts, and .natu- 
ral abilities, as we have ſcen, to-forſake 
his Parents, Kindred, Houſe, Cotmtry, 
andthe King's Court, which-ke began tq 
follow, and fo great hopes of . prefer, 
ment therein, and tq exile himſelf, and 

| KR 4 Fe- 


— 


. 136 The Life of Gregory Lopez. Ch.2all Ct 
remove above two thouſandLeagues off, a | 
to live in a Deſert ſo dangerous, among th: 
the maſt ſavage: and barbarous men of] ni: 
New Spain ? Itis manifeſt enough, that 
this magnanimity was given by the ol 
High. - 

Now, in my opinion, it js exceeding | he 
reat valour in ſuch a yong Man fo to |} an 
ave joyned with God in his heart, that Y n« 
enever'\was known to have faid or done || te 

any thing, that was not conformable to. {| fc 

. the Divine Will; and with all his might 

to have endeavoured that all things || ft 

what-ever ſhould ceaſe, and hold their J. F* 

ace in his interiour, © without any of || 

| them adhearing to-his Memory, or af- | Þ 
feing his Will, but God, and what was | V 

ns Maps. to the pleaſing and | © 

$lorifying of the ſame Lord. Who could |} © 
pive ſuch vertue, ſave that moſt power- | ® 

fal hand 2 'Sinice this is a thing fo diffi- Þ 

! 
x 
( 
{ 
| 


cult, that even to recolle&t himſelf a 
while to a vertuous man ſeems like the 
afcending up a very ſteep hill, or ſcaling 
an impregnable wall : And indeed ſo it 
was, had not Gregory undertaken this 
exploit with ſo gredt courage, ſtrength, 
and confidence in God, ſaying with.Da- 
vid': In my God will Tpaſs over a wall. 
Whiat a courage was here neceſſary for 
ER © Bo ; FE 


bk 
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a Recolleftion of ſp many years, . ah 
oa that in ſuch a profound filence, inconvee 
niences, and poverty ?. walking ſo lang 
a time inthe narrow path of V ertue and 
the Spirzt,-withqut being knowh ever to 
g0 one ſtep back. - Now, this courage 
ing | he will better underſtand who conſiders 
to | and weighs the ditficulties of this jour- 
hat | ney, the enemies that are in it, the bat. 
ne || tels here offered, and the field they are 
to. | fought in. 
ht The Enemies are the Devils, ſo much 
gs || ſtronger by nature than we, as the natu- 
eir | ral power of an Angel exceeds a Man's: 
of | ſo that our nature, as jnferiour, trem- 
if. | bles before any of thoſe Spirits. He that 
as | walks in the path of Vertue hath alſo fox 
id | cnemics and oppoſers ſinful Men, be- 
Id | cauſe he is contrary to them inhis works; 
r- | and even God many times permits the 
- | juſtalſo to perſecute the juſt, and holy 
a men to mertify-holy men, which is a ve- 
e ry tedious perſecution. But the ſharp- 
g {| eſt andlongeſtis that, which a pious man 
t 
S 
, 


ſuffers from himſelf ; whenby a divine 
manifeſtation and light he perceives that 
every thing beſalls him from the hand of 
God, who evidently diſcovers to him, 
thatall theſe enemics and adverſaries are 
but Executioners of the Divine Juſtice, 
VIE ob: doing, 


rage and magnanimity. 
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doing, what they do, by the authority 
and power given them by God; when 
the heavens as it were become braſs to Wi 
him, ang he finds his ſoul to be plunged 
in an Abyſs of tribulation as it were, and 
totally abandoned ; ſo that, to be able tg 
ſoſtain it, there needs a very great cou- 


a3 
aſi! 


The Battels are ſo many, as our ene ſtati 


mies are : very ſubtilly managed ; for, 
ſoare theſe continued ; for theſe never 
. leave- fighting; nor do our vices deſiſt 


from purſting us. 

Nor is the Field whercin theſe battels 
are pitched a leſs argument of valour, to 
wit, our Interiour; where the _—_ 
wars 8gainft the Fleſh, and the Fleſh a- 
gainft the Spirit, Avery painful fight 
this; wherein he is no leſs ſenſible there. 
of that gives, than he that receives, the 
wounds ;, and the rebellions fleſh cannot 
be ſabdued, but by extraordinary labour 
of the fpirit; ſor, there enter in the po- 
licies, and ſtratagems of the inviſible ene- 
mies : there are the blows , and the 
wounds. , 

He that knew the pains that Gregory 
herein underwent, and the gains he re- 

rurned on ſuch occafions (ag throughout 
this whole Hiſtory is plainly ſeen;}- may 
Vi "Ik calily 


. 
E 
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tySaſfily diſcerne, how couragious, and re- 


en 


olute he was : eſpecially, two things con- 
idered, Firlt; that being enflamed 
ith an ardent Love to his Neighbours 


He ſhared in all their tribulations and ca-. 


amities; and interefſed all in his la- 
zours, and Prayer. He was tempted 


Tvith all, being as ſenſible of their temp- 


tations, as his own. Secondly ; that 
Gregory did eat this bread of ſorrow ve- 

dry. For, though the Divine Good- 
eſs is wont to give Spiritual guſts to 
thoſe that travel in the ſpiritual way for 
caſing theſe troubles, this ſtout Souldier 
never defired them, but prayed God to 


Iwith-hold them ; becauſe he would ſerve 


his King for his Majeſty's 6wn ſake,with- 
out having any occaſion to apply any 
part of his will and affection to Spiritu- 
al Conſolations. _ For, in his beginnings 
our Lord gaye him the Gift of Tears; 
which, far the reafon forementioned, he 
befought him ito take away. He had 
likewiſe a moſt ardent deſire of ſeeing 
the Humanity of Chriſt our Lord in this 
life, but, finding this defire did retard 
him, 3nd in ſome ſort diminiſh his re- 
ſignation, preſently he procured to have 
it mitigated ; contenting himſelf , that, 
when it was his Divine pleaſure, God 
PEO kg or ws Las would 
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would ſhew him his Sacred Humaninyſould 
All theſe conſolations Gregory rejectedÞnd, 
becauſe he -—op to m_ God withouf&reg 
ay in this life, gr the bearing his charm, 
-— and therefore he died ſo well conffelov 
rent that God led him by the way of th4"4 
Croſs. Notwithſtanding the many con$#c*« 
tumelies he heard againſt. himſelf, ſfomg H 
condemning him for an Heretick, othe 
for a Foole, others for a Vagabond, an 
the like, he never excuſed nor anſwere(F9! 
for himſelf, but defended and juſtifiedY 
thoſe that ſpoke il] of him. | 
Some friends of his told him on a cer- 
tain occaſion of a great uproare rajſed a-Fhat 
aint him, to whom he replied ; Godſwnc 
forbid , I ſhould diſſipate or diſtra# myſ/ani 
Senl with thinking thereon, And, this&00 
faid, he remained as quiet, as he was be-fſte 
fore they told him of it. f t! 
An eminent Nobleman enquired of mePe 1 
the ſtate of the Hoſpital of Gzaſteca,and, llc 
after | had informed him of all, I toldfnt 
kim, there was % man there called Gre- pct 
gory Lopez, of ſuch and ſuch vertues, ſpi-ÞW! 
rit, and prayer. And, what doth this |of 1 
man (faith he) in the Hoſpital? I an-|. 1 
fwered : he was always in a Chamber at |Y?/ 
his prayers, and never went forth. | 
Whereto he replied... To ſuch a man a 
_ coutd 
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ould 1 willingly give two hundred frapes. 
nd, when we afterward acquainted - 
oufſGregory herewith, he, ſmiling, defended 
harthim, ſaying. He bath reaſon : for, an idle 
Fellow well deſerves two hunarcd laſhes. 
$4nd Noblemen full of buſineſs can hardly 
Fonceive what internal exerciſes are. 

He-never perceived in himfelf any 
mbition of being Elteemed, or known z 
ind he many times reprehended me for 
Fommending him. He never cared, that 
iceroys, Prelates, or Noblemen ſhould 
iſt him ; but, upon occaſion, diſcover- 
Ad, yet with all civility and modeſty, 
hat he was not pleaſed with their viſits; 
(when not conducing any way to the ad- 
aricing God's glory, or his Neighbour's 
ood. And, though the Holy Man much 
ſteemed the great piety and prudence 
ff the Viceroy Don Lewu de Velaſco, yet 
meſiec intreated him to forbear viſiting him, 
nd, flledging good reaſons for kis requeſt; 
old {In the viſits made him by Noblemen,and 
re. perſons of quality, hegever ſhewed art 


mm 
this| 
be- 


ſpi-[\umble gravity ; an efſured argument 

his |of the greatneſs of his mind. 

an- |. The Book he made upon the Apoca- 

- at [[ypſe, of very great eſteem in the judg- 

th. {ment of wiſe men, the /:quiſirors com- 

:4r [nanded ſhould be viewed; and examirt- 
i = 


uld 
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ed by Don Pedro de Agurto, Biſhop ME 
Ciba, Who gave this approbation « et 
| of; that he never ſaw a better Expa 
tion of thofe Divine Revelations; th 
he wondered that he could fay ſo'mug 
with ſuch certainty, and brevity, that 
had never ſeen'a man ſo' ready in Hiſte 
ry ; thathe believed he had Supermati 
ral light afforded him for writing th 
book : And, when the Holy Inquiſitio 
took that buſineſs in hand, Gregory di 
not diſcover (nor had he, as weconceive 
any diſguſt, nor would he take a Cop 
or ſpeak a word of, it, as though it 
been none of his work, 
Such- was the greatneſs of his mine 
that he never imparted to any his painsM- 
, 6r afflictions, nor ſought comfort from 
anycreature : though for the good of hi 
fieighbour he ufed to relate ſom 
things which had befallen hini in times 
{t, 
Ps nary times in. the year ſuſtained ** 
great pains of the ſtomack, .and Colick; 
yet never complained, nor altered his 
countenance, or the decency of poſture 
he was wont to keep in his beſt health x 
ſo that I knew nothing of his indiſpoſiti- 
ons, but by his great weakneſs, or ex- 
traotdinary bad appetite; Seeing him! 


ohe 


-M them he 
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& onetime fallen away,l asked him; What 
aile you, to be ſo weak? He anſwered; 
$1 bave had the Colick, withont intermiſſion 
teen days together, Andby theſe means 
diſcovered his fickneſſes; which were ſo 
t hl great, as drew pity from one; and it was 


a great pitty and vvonder, that vvith 
ould, or was able to, uſe ſuch 
conſtancy, and aufterity of life. 

He had a fever very frequently, which 
he cured by diet; ſuffering hunger, if 
necd were, three, foure, or five natural 
days : and he never kept his bed, though 
in great ſickneſles. | 

Whilſt he lived at Sanfa- Fe, he had 
the Toothach almoſt for a year together, 
which T had never diſeovered, but that 
he twice gathered certain herbs in the 
held which he knew were good to cure 
him, and at other times he could not cat 

or paine. - Having once hurt one of his: 
grinders, he vvould not let a Barber be 

WF ſent for to draw it,but pulled it out him- 
MW ſelf in a very boiſterous and painful man- 
ner. Such was the defire he always had 
of finding occaſions of ſuffering ; for , 
perſonsnearly united to God uſe to take 
as much delight in ſuffesing,as others do 
d.cale. _ 

. This: valiant Man told 'me, how the 
Devit 
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Devil affaulted him once in a viſib 
ſhape; and, I wsking him, what he dit 
to defend himſelf, he anſwered me jt 
theſe words : Me-thought, I could not di 
a better thing, than that I then as doing 


Ss] tcnbinutd it with all niy power; where G 
pon be vaniſhed, without tempting me viſe ri 
bly any more. ' fit 
[ never heard him utter atly Maxime th 
or good Sentence, which in time of need} vs 
he did not pratiſe. And, to this putpoſe,Þhe 
he was wont to ſay ; Miſery is not ro bean 
deſired; but the bearing it with equanimi-J is 
ty is, And therefore he ſuſtained all e:Y#t 
ents with fo invincible a courage, and 
conſtancy, that he ſeemed not capable} ec 
of change ; ſo that, from the firit day} 01 
that .I ſaw him, ( now eighteen Years] 
ſince) I preſently diſcerned in'him'a cer-Y ic 
tain majeſty and eminency, which I hadY” 
not ſcen in any other mari, Whith'con-J fc 
ceir went on increaling in me till he di-J a 
ed, and augments till alſo fince his} tc 
. death , upon the. Wonders which our tt 
Lord works daily by him. 'Jo 
To return now to the deſign' of this] bs 
Chapter. What courage and magnani-' & 
rity needs a Souldier, who of a poor | © 
pong would by feats of arms come to | 
e a G?andee in'the Kimy's Court ? How] V 


much' ? 


% 


= 

wt . 
h. © 
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iſib 


i tral Souldier; of himſelf poor and abject, 
infla Son of Adam, to become great in the 


F much 


f Saint ; gathering and concluding by that 


of ""-" 


$4 » 


ouch greater 
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valour then needs afpiri- 


Court of God? And, firice we have ſo 
proofe, in viewing the Life of 
Grepory, that at this day he is a Favou- 
rite in the High Court of Heaven, it is 
fit his valour & magnanimity be known, 
that God be more highly glorified in. his 


here written the much our Lord wrought 


io him; in compariſon - of which, what - 
is mentioned. is as nothing ;/ partly for 
4 the care he had. of concealing his ver: 
I rues, partly-for the fear leſt L ſhould ex- 
{| cced the brevity intended. in this Relati- 


on, recounting only thoſe things that 
were apparent, - atid which could notze- 


-} ſcape being ſeen. | 
F*. I asked him one 'day ; 
{ fo much hide his Vertues, conceiving it 
i= an herojcal, and difficult matter. Where- 


How. he could 


to.he anſwered me in theſe words, wor- 
thy. eternal memory : The concealing 


''} ares verwes. 55 not bard to himtrbat bath a 
lwvely Faith, For, if a man Certainly be- 
i-- | Seve, that all bis Vertues ſhall be ſeen wm the 
Court of Heaven, what need he care: for 
their not being known in the Village of ihzs 


" 


World ? | 47(2230'd 
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CHAP. XXT. 


_ 


of the Huiility, and Interior Povtr: 
ty of Gregory: Lopez. . | 
by ſhould PPY3 had x00 


be excecding ha 
imparted to me ſome portion of 
> _ thatftoredf inward Poverty, whic 
he conferred on this his Servant ;; whit 
$'iv the. heart's being firipped « 
onto _ bo > $ torally 
ures up to rhe\ love of it 
Creator ? For, it may be fail in part 
cular of this holy Vertue; that thoſe whe 
practife, do ſpeak better of it, than wa 
thatiſtudy,it. And , conſequehtly,1 ſhould 
deſoribe this of 's, if nad 
of it.)> What ary excetſent Patreri 
——— been, may be uns 
—_— by what I faw with " 
onneyes by what Igathered fr 
the Abforkrs, which, aponoceeſion,- -he 
made to divers perſons. 
pair of —_—_ you. 5 
| tranſported: with t 
of being eſteemed more excellent a 


this 
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wortaier than their Neighbours.” 16H 
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"Ch.47:9 « Life of Ctepory et. 147 
this Gregory Was ſo free; tha he ever 
teckoned himſelf inferior to others. And 
I have ſeveral times heard him fay: 
Since I betook.niy ſelf to Solitude, I never 
ed any; I accounted all better , nnd 
wiſer than wy ſelf; therefore ; except I 
were asked, I nevey connſelled any, nor e- 
ur made my felf a Maſter to others, Of 
this all we who converſed with him are 
Witneffſes ; and we Haveſeer by expe- 
rience that, for his declining to beconie 
a Maſter to any, God ordained that he 
ſhould be ſuch to many, From the 
fame root proceeded that extraordinary 
care he always had; of excuſing very re- 
ally thoſe that cenſiired him; And, whert 
f one- day told him, he had meny'de- 
truRors, he replied : 7 have alwaſh ex- 
ſed them, not 3 words om but with 416 
tny bnmrt in dvd; ard irath. off 
:* From henee'dHo; as frotriits fourte; 
Mucd his not o—_ ts have his ſay- 
mps eſteemed ; and ferefore he fever 
purpofdly* preniSditafed or torpoſed 
the- words HE was to fpeth; And he 
dnbetvld the, fo this ptirpoſe, that, be- 
fore he” began his ſolitary life, he ſperit 
fome time m premeditating the Reaſons; 
- Which he was to uofe upon a certaiti ſub/ 
my jet; and: ftetwatd he- had trot the ve- 
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Life of Gregory Lopez. Ch.2r, 
caſion to deliver them: By which acci- 
dent he was advertiſed inot to loſe time 
in compoſing ſet diſcourſes, relying on 


God to ſupply him with ſuch as were. 


molt convenient in time of need, And 
our Lord gave him the. grace never to 
miſcarry in his words; for they all dif- 
covered, that they were fpll of Divine 
Wiſdome : So that it was apparent, 
what the great Lord of heaven and carth 
had hid from the prudent. and worldly- 
wiſe, he reyealed to this his humble and 
meane Servant. | 

Eight days before his Death, a very 
wiſe and devout Religious Man, his in- 
timate friend, came to viſit him , and a- 
mong other things diſcourſed with him 
(ſecing his life in ſuch danger) he fami- 
harly asked him : Juſt we then go now 
to enjoy our Lord ? thinking, he would 
tell him the time of his Death. But this 


humble Servant of God with great ad- 


miration anſwered : Doth your Reverence 
ask Me this ? It ſhall be as God pleaſeth. 
As if he ſhould ſay ; Can your Reve- 
rence, ſo wiſe a perſon, imagine, that ] 
know the hour of my.Death ? I deſerve 
not ſuch a favour. Wherewith the Re- 
ligious Man was much edified. : 

Thrce or four days before. he oo 
Eo zhere 


EF 


there came in an Indian Woman of this 
Village to ſee him : and, asI was talking 
with her in her own language, becauſe he 
| mp 8 _ _ he to me; Oh- 
rue well what ſhe ſaith : for perhaps ſhe 
jo uld adviſe me abi, nf-936 wt 
I noted his great Humility, in thinking 
more meanly of himſelf , than of that 
Indian; as conceiving,ſhe might inſtruct 
him in that which was convenient for 
him at the cloſe of his liſe. | 
Men's minds are wont likewiſe to be 
buſied much in taking care about future 
events, that may befall them. A thing, 
Gregory was eminently averſe and- free 
ſrom;. for , whoever defires purely to 
ſerve God elteems all ſuch cares as ob- 
ſtacles and hindrances, Therefore he 
never entertained defignes of changing 
hislife ; penſive what ſhould become of 
him ; whether he ſhould dye of famine, 
or cold ; or ſhould be bedrid ; whether 
he ſhould live a long, ora ſhort, times 
whether he ſhould do ſuch or ſuch things, 
much tending to our Lord's ſervice, and 
his Neighbour's good: For, he knew 
very well, there uſeth to be in theſe and 
the like thoughts ſome ſecret temptation 
of the Enemy, if one be carried away 
therewith , or at leaſt ſome loſs of tune. 
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1g0-Th Tiff of Gregory Lopez. Ch.2rj 
And: thejefg&e , like 2 man, and: 
meaſy-opipged of himfelf, upon occa- || 
on of ſuch he would! 


( 

d 

\ 

he would always} £ 

ſay : Lars 3 '1 am good far non'Þ 
theng : = In unſclf with the de 
1 \ 

| 

6 

1 

| 


ing: 

what G his holy Law email | 
him, without judging himſelf worthy of 
cater matters for the future ; though: 

- was: ever prepared.;jin mind for the || i 
performing-in every thing what his Di- I 
vine Majeſty enjoined Þini. I: 
+ Helived fo void of care, and forecaſt: 
ing things for the future, that he would' | : 
not:let ethers take care-for him. Fer, 
when 1 went about. to enquire and find. | 
out ſome ether place or Thwn to livein,' | 

| 
| 


- 
- 
. 
- 


becauſe the aire of this Village of Sante- 
Fe was not fo proper for hitn, by reaſon 
of his weakneſs and fidenefs, he would. 
continually ſay to'mes Let none be fpli- 
Cpt 0845 far ene ; ſmce Gad will taker care ta 
provide thet whith his Aajeſty likss 


bef. 

He preferyed his heart likewiſe void 
of all Cyriofity, whether temporal, ax, 
ſpiritua] ( into which ſome -Contemplar 
tives uſe'to fall) : wherenpon he fome- 
times told me, that, after 'his chuling 4 
Solitary life, he never defired to ſee any 
thing. of this World ;' no not his Kin- 
, | dred, 
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1.21, Ch.20> The Life of Gregory Lopan. 157 
dred, \Country,' friends, 9P; like, 
wherein ſome Solitary perſons hind di 
culty te maker themſelves, . Nox did 
ff6& the ſeeing of Angels, or. ye 

| Rapts, or Revelations, For he-ſaid, 

| he only deſired to ſee God, ha gh? 

| ways with reſignation, to be when, and 

' how it» pleaſed God ; and the Frances 

| and Extafies, which in this life he defired, 

- | were Union, and Conformity every day 

"| moxe to the Divine Will,and the accom- 

pliſhing it on all occaſions with all .ex- 
atneſs, and truth, POReny. 

[We diſcerned another Ming. in this 

Holy Man well worthy of conſideration, 

that he never rejoiced in any Tempora/ 

thing,” nor admitted ' it. into his heart. 

God was his joy and his delight and 

glory was the doing his Divine.pleaſuge, 

and aſſiſting his. Neighbour, As I once 
told him on acertain occaſion the great 
eſteem I ſet upon this Vertue, he repli- 
ed: 7t 2 6 for us who live undex 
the Law of Grace, aud have renounced the 

World, to value is : ſince Queen Eſther 

being the Wife of a great Monarch could 

fay: Thou knoweſt well my God,, and my 

Lord, that, ſince I was brought tathis Pa: 

lace te this preſent day,thy Handmaid hath 

at one [gve only tn T hee. . 
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1572 The Life of Gregary Lopez. Ch.z 
© *From the firlt time that I went to ſe 
him art our Lady's of Remedies, it pleaſe 
God of his wercy to give me ſuch 
Front care of Gregory, that, if need were 

would riot have refuſed the doing any 
thing for him, how difficult ſoever. $0f 
fupplied him with-what he wanted, vþ 
ſiting him wherever he was. ' And, be 
cauſe he lived in Guaſfteca, I asked Almy 
three Years together for the Poor of that 
Hofpitall; a thing, in thoſe beginnings, 
of more difficulty to me, than one can i; 
magine. And, to fay all in one word, 
from my firſt acquaintance with him, till 
he died in my arms (which was Eigh- 
teen Years )' methopght I could have 
been content to have been his Slave; 
which he very well knew, and kindly re. 
ſented : yet I dare affirm, we never per- 
ceived him rely on, or put the leaft truſt 
in, what I did, or could do; nor that 
(notwithſtanding all T did for him) he 
fet his affection in any exceſſive mariner 
upon me, For, in all good things that 
he received he beheld God as the Au- 
thor theteof , and the Creature as the 
means, whereby the Divine Goodnefs 
and Providence ſent and conveyed them. 
$9 that his gratitude''tq his * Bene- 
factors was grounded upon God, not 

Fs go | on 
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.21Y Ch, 22. The Life of Gregory Lopez. ry 
fon himſelf; carneftly beſeeching his 
0 Majeſty to reward the good turne done 
| Y to him, fince he moved their wills to do 
58 it 


In the ſame manner he endeavoured, 
that , whatever good work he did to 
I favour or affiſt his Neighbours, not he, 
d, bef but God alone, might have the thanks. 
So we often ſaw, that, when ſome went 
to ask him doubts, he did not anfwer 
them himfelf, but requeſted of our Lord 
to declare them immediatly to them; 
that the thanks for that light might be 
, till} given to God,not to him,cither in whole, 
Ligh-f or in part, | | 


have 

ave; OT AIITSITIS nn 
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per- | CHAP. XXII, 

tru . h 

_ of the Exterior Poverty of Gregory 
) he _ Lopez ; 
iner 

that | © Rom the time that he went into Soli- 
Au- . - tude, and devoted himſelf wholly 
the] to God, he never poſleſſtd any 
nefs | thing as his own, To this purpoſe he 
em. uſbdnd fa : that, When any one delights 
ne- | in exits Poverty , tis @ ſigne, be 15 TH 


not | wardly rich. 


The 


Ds gt ng mn es was 
the caſe, why he invented f pl te 
admirable ways of perteciing ji. There-Yho 
fore firſt, he would not hold to any cepp ſo 
tin mode ar kind gf Apperrell; Andy. 
ſq, .in diffrent times, he 4jl uſedſuchBy 
Clothes, 45 God ſent him, : The fixlk-B-Yc 
teven Years it was: of 8 thick courſe Bs 
$ackelath. Afterward in Htriſce his 
Hot gave him ſame gray. cath 40 wear 
which was the beſt ſors of garment that 
he wed all the time be lived, © 
The Ground. ws. his Bed; whillt he 
was able to endyze jt without c [#8 
ble harm to his health : afterward he lay 
upon ſome Sheepskins, till his great 
weakneſs and ſicknefles forced him to ad- 
mit a very thin little quilt and a cover- 
let. This was his beſt Bed; which (as 
is ſaid already) upon my importuning 


himhe accepted of. 

His Chamber .wag very poor ; for he 
would Done Lone when. he was very 
weak and y) tet any haogings 
though but of the courſeſt cloth, be pur 
up init. | 
- . He waſhed his clothes himſelf; both 
hecauſc he was very cleanly, andafor a 
neceſſity of his occaſions. He at fame 
times in the year waſhed his feet; wo 


nh OMtc2s 14. ho Liſt of Gregory Laper. "19g: 


he warmed the water himaſclf in the $un;. 
xe would neyer let any one watlh them 


hers- or him ; nor do we know fhat any per. 


Tſon ever ſaw his bare fleſh. 
la his Diet he uſed fugh mcg 


uch Jand temperance that he never did him - 


ſelf harm by cating too much cither fruit: 

© I (though natorally he loved itzery well): 
gr any other meat; only Purſlane and 

3 | wild Quinces, which for @ certain: paar 

he fed on, did him hurt. Fo this 

poſe he uſed to'fay , Poor folks anupbt to 

bevery careful for heir beatrh, nat gn EX 


ceed an eating gourien + 4 ; that they be 
nes FOOT eable to theey MIS, 


 Iths firſt Years he eat no Fleſh. Af- 
terward, converling ſonthing more a - 
mongſt his Ncighbours,he eat what they 
ſet before him;z yet this but_once .& 


day. 

. The Goods he poſſcfſed wee a Bible, 
a Map, and a (Glebe ; which (as: was 
ſajd ) the made with bis own hands; 
wn two other Books, that he had writ- 


© Natwihbanding this Poverty , our 
Lord-ordained that he never ſhould ask 
Aims ;'as he at no time did, cither by 
word, or fignes, of even by any difcove- 
ry of his goed le pdgich rctely is is wont 
=__ 


156 The Life of Gregory Lopez. Ch.2 
to move men to give Alms : for , the 
Divine Majeſty was pleaſed to lead him 
this way, inhim to leave us a proofe of 
his ſpecial Providence : fince he ſo parti- 
cularly ſupplied him in all his neceſſities, 
And, if for ſome time he let him ſuffer 
want of neceſſaries, it was, that, by in- 
_ creaſing his Merits, his Crowns might 
"alſo multiply. How often in travelling 
hath he come weary to his lodging, and} 
there continued without cating ? and at 
night lien onthe hard ground, and be- 
times in the morning againe travelled ſe. 
veral Leagues on foot, (for, this was his 
cutome); when none took care for re- 
lieving the neceſſities of .his Prey ? 
Y 


And I wonder not much at it; for, 

his look Gregory ſeemed rather a Lord, 
than a Poor man How great was his 
hunger, thirſt, wearineſs, labour, and 
troubles, into which God brought him, 
upon. ſeveral occaſions ? This, I well 
know, was very much; yet is it like- 
wiſe to be imagined, as to his courage 
and magnanimity,that,had God brought 
him into far-more and greater ſtraits, he 
would not have gone back from his reſo- 
lution of Poverty, : far he conſtantly kept 
his purpoſe of not asking any thing, 
hoping that our Lord Ry, relieve him; 
 ashe always did, Per- 


Ch.22. The Life of Gregory Lopez. 157 
Perceiving the great inconvenience 
and trouble, he endured in my houſe, by 
not _— any thing whatever, I one 
told him: If 1 were #n neceſſity, I 
_ wif ak alms, 4 ſhame and rs, 
_— elf. He anſwered me : Bur not ]. I 
replied : JMerhinks 1 ſhonld doill in not 
"| aiking what I needed, when I wanted it. 
To which he anſwered: For your ſelf, 
you ſay well, and it 15 a good courſe ; but 
4 ae for me : Becauſe God our Lord con- 
I. dutts every one inhis particular way, 
2-020 +557 Avon years he needed a-morn- 
ings a draught of Wine, which unleſs he 
took, he: was extremely tormented with 
the Colick, and a pain at his Stomack ; 
and, though I took care to give it him, I 
> BY | could not always know, when he had 
ſpent it, . One day he looking very 
weak, and pale, I asked him, what he 
ailed, Heanſwered me : 7 have not ta- 
hen my draught of Wine theſe ſeveral 
mornings ; and therefore have bin i great 
pain. I began to be troubled, becaufe 
I had no wine in the houſe to ſupply his 
neceflity ; but God . aſſiſted him ſo op- 
portunely, that juſt in that very inſtant 
a Friend of mine came 'in, and brought 
ps alittle Wine very good. 
- Hle was ſo reſolute in his not asking a- 


ny 
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ny | that Ione foutid hide meal 
ef thread our of alittle 
plot; and agking him; What be 
that for, he ſaid; ro \/ew withal, * Ani 
though he knew, | had thread; he ablelſim 
none, | , pla 

Above Seventcen years before 
Death I had this deſire of giving: him 
he had need of, afſuting my telf , th 
this was God's will to me, Yet;thou 
I declared my mind herein to him;.he n 
ver agked me any. thing : at length, u 
geritanding by ſo many experiences t do 
way our Lord led himin, I uſed frot 
time to time to lay before him cette 
things, which, I conceived, he mig 
have het of, to take theteof what þ we 
pleaſed ; as he did. be 

There was another thing in his pverl did 
ty admirable; to wit, that it ſeems Gog the 
would have. this his Servant. live 6n of ba 
ther's leayings, . like a reall Poor hit 
And we often obſerved, that whateveſt 
was dreſſed elyfar hint did Wing 6 
_ Of this I had very long e: rid th 
: for, ſecitip him! To weak and fees W 
ble; 1 got ſome dclicacies to' be mady cd 
Him; which, as ſoon as he eat, hurt hiq 0d 
health : and be himfelfintreated mi ghar if 
NIELS SIN hisowr per{ > 


ſon 


= 
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n, : But 1; itiputing his t0.hisvefire 
of. not being to any; and likes 


riſe. of living lite n'Poof Man, cauſed 


- Anfomihing again ito be ziade- ready. for 
him we vg and ſo.it was, that he 
 Jplainly ſaw, by-the harm he received 
& From. fuch things ;. that they. had bin 
im gmade for him © {> that he refolveu-to tell 
gne phinly, it was/God's will, that; no. 
ous Arp be made particularly for 
e ngmm--. 9${10- 1:0. , ſp" * $2451 
, ug--1 obſerved likewiſe my Rlf;; that; if 
s th)cloth, linheft, or afty dther thing were 
frof}bought purpoſely for lim, it did bim 
ttajſharm-: though, on the other fide, our 
iipy Lord fo ftraitened him by ſicknefſes and 
t hi weakneſs, that it-ſeemed. impoſſible to 
be able to paſs thrboph them ſoas he 
did. . And, when, in his ns ny 
3oq there needed Torhe particular things, he 
n of bade me not to cauſe ary to be made for 
en{\him ; but; if any ſent them as alms, to 
y take chem in podd part, And, we kfiow 
in} it; whether his dfuth werehaſtencd b 
erid the dreſſing ſoihe 2hitigs for him whic 
rey were jadged receflary by perſons leath< 
add c&, atid very good Chriſtians : for which 
eaſe the Holy Man at that time was 
q Ment, and received them with pati- 
zer{ ence. Le --HY'S 
ſon | It 
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It ſeemed, God was his Steward, 1 *& 
keep him from waſting in this life any *"4 
part of his Celeſtial Patrimony. Where lik« 
upon, ſecing his Majeſty keep him (ol b*8 
ſhort tied up, I ofice told him: 1t: wi 

not be ſaid of you , Bona terre. comedeti!, 
Ifai. 1: 19, He anſwered. * 7t 4s true} 6b 
and, as God doth it, ſo I defireit. And,in{Mi 
deed, for ſach bccafions is the refigna4J%: 
tion and conformity of Man's Wilt irg|/*<+ 
God's; when, on one fide God excee!: ſho 
dingly preffeth us, and Man , on the 0J®* 
ther, courageouſly ſuſtains fuch preſſure oo 


with alacrity and content. _ 
— —— tot 
CHAP, XXII. ab 

poo Le » þ s. . * ſhin 

of the Mortification, and ſufferine of. -_ 
Gregory Lopez; 7 ny 

Wa. 1 LET f ; : T79% W | 
He. Mortification of this moſt pati-| | 

ent Man (being in a way fo his h, |thit 


. . that they cannot attain tothe dil- |the 
cerning it who with their exterior eyes [hin 
behold things of the Spirit, and by them- 
ſclves judge of others) was the-moſt [to 1 
rare, and admirable, that hath bin ſeere fnc 
by us. As ſoon aghe went into the De- [log 
ſert; |” 


land, taking his Diſcipline -in his land, 
Alike a ſtout Souldier Meſs Chriſt, he 


2 al began to-chaſtiſe and evil - intreat his 
will 1 Body. But his Captain, and moſt wiſe 
-t; | Maſter wouldinot leave in his own/hands 
ae 6 buſineſs'of ſuch impertance ;' but told 
,in{bim; Aliutcinger te, & ducer, quo th non 
na4%#, Jo. 21. Anorber fhall gird' thee, and 
| .xgl (cad thee whither thou wilt. not. © As vif he 
ce. ſhould ſay: Theſe Cords it appertains 'to 
> 01 #e to-ſtrasten 7 for, you muſt walk after my 
urel}lcaſure, not 1 uw your's, -;Whith thing 
Jour Lord performed, giving him. by 
whole, handfuls occaſions of meriting, 
—tiot only outwardly in:Body, by the'con- 
tinual {icknefſes- he ſent him: and .the 
incommodities 4nd .labours heinſpired 
him to undertake, and'bear withia'more, - 
F of an manly ſtrength, but even inwardly 
' [inSpirit,' by other far greater ak. 
:,. |[wherewith he tried him. - 
ti He began to exerciſe him- inwardly in 
gl , [things ſo grievous; arid -afflictive; that 
if. [the great Patience our Lord had given, 
yeg [him'was but neceflary : a and, though he 
m- [engaged all his forces, God brought hin 
oft |to ſuch extremity in this exerciſe,” that 
ext friot only he could no way'bear a heavier 
Je- load,” but ns it ſeemed inipoſſible to 
ert;| M him 


| "P FE \ 
ert, | keitet-down Sl BOG 7 "LY 


) "kimwo:go forward with dhas which | 


He told me, his Nature trem- 
eh when he on that Exerciſe; 
and that therefore he had related to it 
none in particular : but,though we know 
not puncivally the things he ſuffered in 
his Interior, -yet, from the Anſwers he 
gave to thoſe that came to him with their 
inward afflitions be diſcovered 
andcollected ſome of wherein God 
excrciſed him. For, he anfwered with 
fo many particularities, that all ealy 
he was a Maſter in ſuch a 

| and were comforted to ſee him mn 
in ſo fecure's Port, after ſo great tem- 


; And, when I difcourfed, with himf \ 


of ſuchinteriour troubles, faying,. they 
were' very painfult, he anſwered me ; 
Father Lofa, - there are men that bear 4 
load my tirmes heavier than this, Whence 
may be gathered, that in troubles of that 
kind what be ſuffered was much more, 
thart what he mentioned. | 

For; he that had an enflamed deſire of 
preſerving his foul pure, and always 
employed himſelf in chaſt and fervent 
/ Prayer, what an affliction and pain muſt 
. of remptations of the fleſh cayſe 

inbim; and the images and repreſeatati- 
ons of thoſe filthy things, which the De- 
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be vil pourtrajeb out very lively-co hi 


with a worſe ſpirit and more aberng 
than the reall Lo themſclves ? 
though our Lord gave him grace to 
trample uponall this, yet he could not 
but feel great == and angviſh in be- 
rye bimfel as banging ing by the flen/ 
der hair of his own will, whereby he way 
in danger of conſenting ; e 
cauſe at this tinjze God opens the eyes/ of 
thoſe, who are to advance in Spirit; and 
makes them better ſce the danger they. 
are in, that ſo they may walk with mote: 
heed and caution in' the narrow park of 
 Vertve.-.,, 
What affliQtions did Gregory, offer i in 


theſe occaſions, and dange _ bis 
enemies were not weary of ary of fighuing, 

nor night, nor by reſiſtance were 
flight;nor by his yertue confounde with 


ſhame ? eſpeciall Spe 3 they not on! 


were about war" t within - wh infti- 
ing him to evil, and oppo ir in 
prod, Yer theſe ſo great it and >: dread- 
Jo aMictions were to Gregory a joy and, 
rity, fince he ſuſtdinied them for the” 
ory of his God. . . 
Inlike manner he behaved himfelfi in 
receiving the charge of the Arguments 
which the Enemy made ogainit our He, 


ly. Carbolick,Faith ;, the: impoſſibilities,} C! 
ſaares, entanglings,-and doubts, thathe} wi 
raifed on this ſubject, For, Faub being 
the foundation of Spiritual Life, the af-, 
faulting it-is a torment; as being inflict- 
ed by the Devill himſelf; - This Gregory } ra 
ſuſtained conſtantly, and reſiſted frong | fo 
mthe Faith, 1 Pet.5;5. and, by his pro- | pt 
found Humility , made his adverſaries | in 
quickly vaniſh, =. 
The Souldiers of our. Lord are like- | al 
wiſe wont, in the like-retirement;, to. be | th 
moleſted with the Spirit of Blaſphemry + | al 
though he that already knows bow ſpiri- 
tually to fly, and hath attained a delight | fe 
inthe Love and Praiſes of God, toſo | fl 
high a. pitch as- Gregory, gains always | h; 
advantages by this encounter, and ſafety, | g 
at his-cnemics colt. |; _ v 
Ia the Spiritual way alſo perſons: are: | n 
not a litle nor ſeldome afflited, and mor». | .c' 
tied with a kind of Deliquinm or faint- 
ing, whereby the Devil ſeeks' to ſtop 
their- march :- for, the ſoul defiring to 
pleaſe God, and walk his way, finds at 
times ſach a remiſſeneſs and-weakneſs, 
that it ſeems almoſt impoſſible to her to 
advance. one ſtep; and, knowing that, 
unleſs ſhe go on, ſhe diſpleaſeth God, 
and that to pleaſc him ſhe-muſt powel. 
| 'Þ 7 with 
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with Ineſs, great is 'the-pain ſhe 
ſeels in beholding her own inability to 
follow what: our Lord would have her. 
Qur Lora gave this his Servant the cou- 
rage and magnanimity, that is neceflary 
for the ſuſtaining this with patience, and 
profit, and gaining the victory ; fortify- 
ing him with humility, and the know- 
ledge of himſelf, that he might attribute 
all-the good he ſhould afterward do to 
the Divine Bounty, as the 'Fountain of 
all Good. 

The Perfect ſuffer another ſort of mi- 
ſeries, wherewith they are greatly af- 
flicted and tormented ;- which is, that; 
having attained to:a very. eminent: de- 
Sree of Charity, they grieve at otherse- 
vils, as if they were their own. It can- 
not in few words be expreſſed, in what 


continual grief and afflition our Grego- 


ry lived, beholding the blindneſs of Sin- 


ners; the obſtinacy of Hereticks,'the mas 


ny: Souls every day damned :: for, it is 
this that ſhould indeed be reſented':: yet 
he'was alſo ſenſible of the fickneſſes, fa. 
mines, injuries, warrs, and other calamj- 
ties of his Neighbour, as though he him. 
ſelf had ſuſtained them, © +> 

#*Irislikewiſe another affaulr-of the De- 
vil tq repreſent: unto*ſuch as aſpire to 


WT M 3 Pexr- 


- 
: 


Perfeftion '(in the beginning 


how all:the world will riſe againſt hed 4 
asit bath. done againſt all the followers } 


of Vertue ; ant how they ſhall be pet 
ſecuted by Falſe Witneſles for infamous 
crimes, and ſuch, as they abhor ; and 
how, if they had benefited ſome by their 
good life, and example, all this will turh 
ro Scandal, and a ſtumbling block to o- 
thers. And, though to ſome theſe ſeen 
things eaſy 'to be born, it is certain, that; 
when God permits our Adverſary to 

ſtraiten theſe Cords, he makes the Ser- 
vants of God to ſweat for many hourg 
together. | Since this is a far more rigo: 
rous and ſeyere penance, than that of the 


Body; though they feem to usto fit i- 


dle, and lazy. | An ample diſcovery of 
this deceit our Lord hath afforded us in 
Gregory Lopez; not only by the equani- 
mity and patience, which he was pleaſed 


to give him for ſuſtainmg ſuch combates, 


and adverfities,butb ythe wonders which 
he hath wwanhrt him, andin him. * 

' One thing relate here, which 
for its Sr. did. exceedingly edify me; 
[ diligetitly obſerved for many ey that 
this admirable Man never repoſed him+ 
ſelf in the ſpiritual courſe ; and, 

l ſomtitnes confidered chat his contiru- 


ng 
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; | cauſed in him that great an green 'x | 
{ was never fully fatisfied, till, in thinking 
on it, our Lord was pleaſed to open wy 
eyes, to diſcerne; that this ſo unſhaken 
conſtancy proceeded fron big continue] 
Love of God, and of his Neighbovy for 
God's ſake; TJonce on this occaſion tell- 
ing him, Tex .neither do , nor can; reff.inn 
the Spiritual way? He chearfully ant 
calmly anſwered me. 7t 55 rrue sngered, 
that I neither reſt, nor can reſt, \whil ſk ay 
Brethren are in ſo. many dangers and trou- 
bles, For, it is net fit, I ſbould atrend my 
own ſafety , leaving them on the Bull's 
horns, I will not do ſo baſs a thing, ' If 
1 know but oze of thezy that i3'in davger, / 
will not reft all my life long, "0h 
That which I more admire-is, that he 
never eyed ahy of the confſolations, 
which in the Spizitual Way, God oſcth 
liberally to beſtow, obſerying the pro-, 
greſs in italready made [by them. Nox 
did he ſolace himſelf with the remems 
brance of 'paſt dangers, and troubles, 
nor with.-the yertues which by the Dir 
vine affiſtance he had acquired : for, 
Yertues, -after- once attained, (cauſe jo 
and peace. . The reaſon why he rejoices 
hot herein was, bhecguſe he cal}. his eye$ 
4 con» 


4 Ex - EI” 62 Ln 3 


Gre: ” | ; "Gh. 
not on whathe had Lg | 


*Y © 
"he wanted ;' nor did he-defire to ſtay .) wo 
"the way'to reſt, but ſtill+to;go forwards _ 


for,God would always have him acquire 
þ wv ins, climbing very craggy hills Jah 

ohe''once told 'me;-that, in tho 
ew firſt Years wherein he excrciſec 


- "He oi dnother 4 roy coubleſome 


and conſiderable Mortification, in two| 
Purgatorics'as it were, that our Lord | 


- 'fent him \in- this life. +. The one was of 
_ Love,” his havingthe which 4 
when helived i mn Guaſteca., e pain it 
cavfeth-perſons experienced, rents 


know to be moſt: extreme, and ſuch as |. 


| ew not got: ſo far will not believe it. 
For by-the' light, which 'Godinfuſeth in- 
to the-Supetiour 'part,.of our Soul, the 
heart is wounded ſo 'deep:with love, as 


neitherthe ſuavity, nor 'the /grief can ” | 


exprefſed:” | There ther ſoul faints away, 


becauſe that,” which above -all things ſhe | 
defites; is' not granted to her ;/und,/ an | 


afdent,) yer profitable, im ©ſeizeth 
al  which-white it-laſts;>/ſhe finds nb 
'\or-quiet/! 4n! thiscondition 
admirable and 


faly- 


pes ontine _; 


rceived, |\ 


Go 


dy. 1 
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;ha vlutary Words, eto Gi means; ; and 
y byfinſtructions of true Wiſdome : the Soul 
rd endures an incredible affliction, both in 
vireÞconcealing the torments ſhe ſuffers, and 
illsIthe jubilations; and inſpirations ,. which 
ſe God communicates unto her. Where- 
iſedIby I underſtood. a wonderful height of 
on, Imortification in this Zo!y Han ; for, he 
cathſuſtained. this Purgatory of Love with 
ſuch: ſilence , as though he ſuffered a 
me}ſpiritual wearinels, 
wo, The ſecond Purgatory was of Deſire; 
ord | which confifts in this, that the Soul in this 
of [life cannot attain, that Sovereign Good, 
ed, [which ſhe knows :-and it wr Gregory 
it [Jnwuch-grief and trouble. For, as ay 
tly | his: quick underſtanding , lively Faith, 
as [and purity of ſpirit, he meditated and 
it, [contemplated the Divine Greatneſs, 
n- |God communicated to-him ſo great, 'and 
he |amorous a knowledge - of the, ſame 
as | Greatneſs, that he moſt paſſionately 
be [longed to be poſſeſſed of it. And, ſee- 
y, ing! that in this life. by-running after the 
te | odour. of theſe Divine Ointments he-ne- 
In | yet conld attain;tothe Good he ſomuch 
th | defired,! he . remained ;wounded,/ and 
d gricycd;as the Hartthatdefires the foun- 
n | tains-of living waters,---to- quench his 
d Aſs ang cannot obtain 'them, | No, 
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of- this, becauſe it happens to few, fe 
what is ſaid ſuffice. 13143 | 

But that, wherein Gregory mortificdbeſs | 
himſelf all his life Jong, and wherein he! 
ſoffered much (as himſelf told me) way 


in always following, as he did, the Gratefhyy 
of God : for, it iscertajn, one cannot fol-ny,; 
low Grace, but by flying Natwre, What 
pains then, and mortihcationcoſts it aLavy 
Servant of God to be continually flying 
from, and denying himſelf ? For, many 
times Grace requires of us what is co 
trary to Nature's fdefire; and thereuponſy 
the one muſt neceſfrily dy in us,/ thathharh 
the. other may liye. Therefoxe , 'thathgy + 
Grace might live, Gregory always labour. of if 
cd to become dead 'to all Creatures jg x! 
whereas it is the property of Nerzre tofjorc 
live to them all. And, becaufe the ſeeksÞfert 
to be eſteemed and honoured''far her all s 
ood works, and of none to bedeſpiſed, Iogr 
he endeavoured to hide his excellencies, {a+ 
and vertues, and to be contemnedin theſthir 
world, as our Saviour was. And follow-Jaot! 
nj Grome lugs oe thacue of | frix 
temporal things, and applied himſelf tal zgy 
the ſeeking, and ferying God, fiace Na-[ fre 
ture inclines to the bears And, be- || af 
cauſe ſhe grows proud with proſperity, | filf 
and dejected wi Sets gn OT 
, y I, 


[23.The Lifi of Gregary Loper, * "t ” 


Grace; was prediſpoſed for receiving 
ich equanimity and conſtancy what ſuc: 

160ſeſs ſoever, without ſceking to get any 
teriour delight of theſe, and other ver- 

Hes for himfelf, but only rejoicing at the 

dnour, that redounds thereby unto 

$0d : of which honour Nature as it were 

ld | etful, im every thing, aimes at her 

© 4own content, and defires all good things 
Wor her ſelf. All her language is, 7, and, 

b fe - ſhe hates her enemy, rejoices 
another's harme, repines at his good. 

MWhoſoever ſhalt read this Book , or 

natthath converſed with this Saint, will ex- 

ww underſtand,: how good uſe he made 

ur-of this Grace,in loving, and wiſhing well 
& zho-thoſe, who, either throvgh malice, or 
tofieriotance, were his adverſaries, and re- 
w enting their diſgraces, and wiſhing them 
- all:pood for God's fake, So thit, 'over- 
ed,Jcoming himſelf every day ſtill more, and 
es, Jatowing in PerfeQion, he hungred and 
Jthirſted ſo exceedingly after God, that 
of [wats ſatisfied him, he always Was 
ving to attziti this Sovereign Good, 

p wing with ul} his todga iſt the 
a. ſtream of natural delipht;and; fiimming 
Iilways above water, laboured: to ful- 
ty, fil the Divinewill and pleafure. Such 


Ty, as this i the and elevated $ it of 
al | a iy YO I 


a « es 
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- k » 


"*. 


172 Tha-Life of GregoryLoper. Ch. 
Mortification 3 which he in a. grea 


hejght | and PerfeQtion practiſed "# 


Santta-Fe.; as [ underſtand ſufficier 
by many and good evidences, | 
. Having for divers days. obſerved thi 


Gregory grew very ill in this Village, b 


cauſe 4 perceived-him. very. weak, a 
pale, I reſolved to yifit him-oftner ,-an 
{tay longer in his company, to ſee w 
ther I could afford him any comfort, 


aſſiſtance. 1 asked 'hjm eooperning, 6. 
cu n 


dittempers, but he would not t 
them z till at laſt after- many days'h 


told me the great and continual pains hi; 
felt in his teeth, and grinders.; acquaith 
ting me alſo with diyers:other diſeaſey-- 


he had./ .But I was not herewith ſatisf 


ed, being perſwaded, the Holy Man ſuly. 


ſcred - other. far greater;, troubles that 
theſe, : -whereupon I urged, and greatl) 
impottuned him to tellthem me. . The 


he was pleaſed to do that, which 1knowp 


not that. he ever did in his life beſg 


which was, to utter ſomwhat of: thai 


which inwardly paſſed betwixt God 

him, ſaying theſe very words; Thou we 
kroweft, O Lord, that I neither have,' ng 
ſuffer mithin. my Soui any Creature, 'f 
love of thee : and why doſt; thou mn thi 


paper hide thy ſelf fromme-? Hom can" 


or 
It 


' 
: : 
_ -# 


LY 


F 
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Callies, and, being able'to cure me , doſt not ? 
d "The wile have me [Ong herbes, that beaſts 
cnited vn; 'and-, being able to heal me with 
"* Fiat, will Hor do it. Now, though I 
thi certain, that he ſaid this not ſo much 
» Offor his own conſolatien, - as for my in- 
aMruction;, and benefit, yet I remained 
MF aſtoniſhed at his declaring thus ſom- 
at that paſſed inwardly betwizt God 

nd him, ['v:z. 'thathe neither had, nor 

- Wiffered within” his Soul any Creature 
Wor the love of God: 7 that I immedi- 
y writ down theſe words, ſpoken by 
Sim. This happened on the 23d. of 


March, I591. 
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CHAP, XXIV. 


hed. of the Mortifying of his Senſes. 


] O wonder, if one, who ever endea- 
voured with. ſo great care, and 

ſuch exquiſite and ſublime ways 
omortify his Interiour,: was alfo-excel- 
itin the-mortifying of his Senſes, It 
certainly believed, that he never went 
1 pneſtep:to pleaſe his eyes with the fight 


of 
bog 


«$4 
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of any of thoſe things, which are cou 
monly wont ts ſatisfy and delight igjne 
Seuſe, So that , when he went « 
once living atGuaſtecs to ſee the Spri 
there, he told me, he did it meerly 
my jraportunity, and to content me, Bt 
ing fome Months at Zexico , he newgny ' 
went out of the Houſe, ſave directly >p 
the next Church, Nor couſd he be pe #4 
ſwaded to go to any Monaſtery ghe 
Nuns, though he was requeſted Iyt 
ſome with much earneſtneſs. 
he came to. San#a-Fe, he went out 
Mexico before day, without looking 
theStreets,or the Buildings.Being int 
Village, though he was much imporyt 
ned to go and ſee a Garden, that belong 
ed to the litle houſe where he lived, hr 
ving ſtore of water, green plotts, an{ſer 
- hh he never would in above fi 

ears ſpace; only one Year he wet 
down ſometimes to fetch ſome water t 
drink. He looked on Men's Bodies wit 
an honelt freedome,.and free honeſty, 
if they had bin'Souls without Bodies, « 
corporeall creatures inanjmate: , ; . I j# 

Though it be a thing ſo natural, eſp i 
cally to men of a good underſtanding yy P! 
he plcaſed with Aſufct,. / never. ſay i 
him'go to hear any, all the' time 7kney Rai: 


> 6s Bis foe 


pear his lodging. And he often told me 
& ogg. arent 


of Toledo,orall in the world, were but one 
ſep off him, he would not go to hear it : 
, if he were caſually preſent where a- 


ey ay was, he heard it quictly, and gained 


Spirit out of it. 
All il ſmetts offended him much ; - yet 


She never had any ſweet ones, nor would 


iſe them : and, though Noſegays and 
flowers were offered him, he accepted 
hone, ſave very ſeldome, that he might 
not diſoblige the bringer. | He ſome- 


thitimes, but ſeldom, took a Lily, or Roſe 


of Caſtile, becauſe, he ſaid, it was a very 


Achaſt ſme 


As "uy as. he went out into the De- 


fert, he reſolved; not to eat fordelighit, 


but meerly to preſerve life: Which he 


rl obſerved to. the- very laſt. So that, 


| 4 wha ged: him to.taſt of a Aelop, 


r Figs, ( for, here pr. fruits are 
y eſteemed, and de fired) having 


| ca 
. = melt to the Melon he ſaid ; It 21 enox js 
*. for this year to have ſmelt ebis Melon. 


s he only ore one , yng 
Y, 1t.is exaugh for this year. O 
. { pie ys oy but < pAvkg and 
eq _ 
Though' 
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ved Fruit'\ 


deſired to live upon it-beeauſe(t 
was the proper food'of Man; fince in Pas 
radiſe he ſhould have biti ſuſtained only 
with Fruit, of which Ged created ſo'ma- 


ny ſorts meerly for Man, yet, as hath! 
bin'related before, he told me; Fruit” 


never did him harm in all his'life: Whictr 
when 7 wondred at, he gave his reaſon : 
For (faith he) / always Gar moderately 
thereof, _ | 


That: which' he fed' heartily on, was' 


Bread, the ſuſtenance of the Poor. - Yet']. 


even in this, \it ſeems, he obtained of 
God the finding ſuch mortification, ' that, 
for ſome years' before his'\ Death, he 
could not eat one morſel of bread, unleſs' 
it were dipped in broth, withovt Salt, 
fat, or ſpices; and this was his diet at 
this time, tempering the bread with 
ſome very light meat. Somtimes he 
would keep a bit a good while in his 
mouth ; and, when 7 bade him remem- 
ber to ſwallow it, he anſwered me, 7 
tannot; nor - find a paſſage. He faid, 
one of the moſt troubleſome things to 
him- was eating. Yet he highly prized 
the uſe of his Senſes; knowing how-uſe- 
ful they are to a Spirituallman,if he keep 
them well mortified, 


efaid)it] 


After'| 


1. X. V 'v 
” 


. After the burning F ver he had, . there 
. continued. on. him a lingring Calenture 


I 


almoſt a.year: In this neceffity / often 
urged him.to. tnake uſe ,of ſheets, byt 
never could prevaile with him,  _ 

 Tneither can nor. ought'.to ſmother a 


4 very ſubtil kind of Mortification, which 


Icame to know of Gregory's; for. the 


underſtanding whereof it js to be. ob- 


ſerved, that. one of the things,  where- 
with our Nature is moſt mortified , is; 
that the Spirit. makes no account of her, 


nor gives her part of that which paſſeth 
within. itſelf ; depriving her., of the 


ſhare ſhe was to receive, in, the Spiritual 
Work. This ,preſuppoſed, . obſerved | 
for many yeats (wherein, wecat at. one 


Table, dwelt in one houſe, and ſlept in 


one lodging) that he neyer. wept, ſigh- 
ed, , groaned;! nor lift up his hands, nor 
ſhrunk up his ſhoulders; nor.uttered ane 
word either to God, or to himſelf, which 
might intimate his interiour ſentiments. 


A thing which,/. in a man of ſo great af- 
| feftions,; and ſpirit, might aſtoniſh any 
.one/that knew. what Prayer was. /, won- 


dering hereat, ſaid one day to him ; Ton, 
being continually united unto God, by rea- 


ſon of the preſence of ſuch a Lord, do neg- 


ther ſigh, nor ſpeak., bus we poly jerk, 
[/ 


_ 


'v IF 4&0 EITe | dy - CA. TH TY. 2; " 
ir rhe Divine Goodneſs, Whierets he an- 


-fwered re: That ts nor the reaſon, Fa 


ther Lofe ; for, tthly, I ſigh, whd groan «| 


#houſand Himts 4 day, and almoſt contin 
ally am talking with God; though thit 
mentally, For Thirry Tewrs 1 have uſed 
this comrſe + uhel { endewvokr trot to groe 
Natire arty ſhare * theſe feelings : which 
is 10 ſmell mot refication ts her, Por, | 
nn found how fulſe, ard treatherows ſhe 


" was #6t {0 ready in the forme 


this Lefſon ; but that, goirgg ſorntime 
into e Garden to pray, 1ſhouid forget 
wy ſelf, ha $2 my ng py bor 


bed to nh me, » rang wr 1 : 
ather Lofa y Five Nature now and then 
, leſt ſhe dy with hunger. Yet he gave 

ior others the like cotnſell, but advifed 


s; betanſe, without them, they 
| undoubtedly conceive, 


 trothing. 


"that whoſotyer ſhall with a candid Ifiten- 


for read the Penzhcrs, ahd Mortificati- 


ons. interigur #nd exteriout;, which att | £; 
mererelated, will reſt convinced and fa: | 1 


Mherts to help themſelves with exterior 


tisficd, that this |- eroical Matt went hot | an 


Ihto the Wilderneſs to fleep, or beidle;] 5 
*buttd do, and ſuffer. And I and certain, | 


that, 


£*: af *, 74, 4%. 4 > 3 IC - 3. | : FY 
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that; if he wuld have told other greater 


mortifications,” which 'he ſuſtained”, a 


courſe 'of - ſuch "difficulty 'ahd 'vertue 


would aſtoniſh' vs: : it would likewiſe 
have bin very maeteriall that theſe were 
better expreſſed; that ſo they might be 
better known ': for, I confeſs, ! have left 
but 1nany things, becauſe 7cobld not cx - 
=” them, nor'make'thery Tug 
t; by thoſe, we have obſerved; is ſufi- 
ciently diſcerned, that his life ' was all 

Mortification, Penatice, and 'Crofſes. - 
It remains flow, that we ſee the fruits; 
that Gregory reaped from! this Vertue. 
Firſt ; ſo great a Courage, that He was 
wont to tell me, He now,'' through-rbe 
in 


;| Divzne Grate, with a blajt #0} Cverme pin 


tartan, Secondly; ſich s dexrer 
kghring , rhathis Enemics, earn tb 
ty ſtout, cgever wridde him retreat a fiep ;' 
bat he went always getting ground, and 

ſo firm a confidence in God; that, 


An 
| Fa he met whole "armies of Temptati- 
i-| ons-coming 4Sainſt him, he would have 
-| touted afd defeated them all. _ So that; 


for them all, kow many ſocver afſarſhred 


- | him; he neverfoft.the exercife God had 

hot | awven him, but; theſe notwithſtanding, 

e;| went on in” the Love of God" nnd His 

| Neighbour. when Þ great a Peace,” 
2 


ana 
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and dominion 'over hinfſelf in his way of 
combate, that never could any one per- 
ceive by him, whether in his Interior he 
were fighting, or enjoying ? He was al- 
ways one, and the ſame, without change; 
and in him was verified that ſentence : 
The wiſe man continues like the Sun ; but 
the fool bath changes like the Moon : and 
he uſed to repeat it ſometimes. Fourth- 
ly, by; this his ſo great Mortification he 
gained that, as one well exerciſed, God 
made him the Elder Brother, as it were, 


to take care of his Brethren, and Neigh- | 


bours, and to fight for them ; and our 
Lord accepted of his combates., -admit- 
ting of them in the behalf of his Neigh- 
bours, as if themſelves; had fought: 
which 7 perceived fell out often, as ſhall 
be ſaid in the Thirreth Chapter , con- 
cerning the Efeds of his Preyer. _. 
_ All this ſtrength proceeded from, that 

lively Faith he had in God, whereby he 
underſtood very clearly and diſtinctly 
the greatneſs of the Divine Goodneſs, 
and Mercy , which ſuffers none tobe 
tempted above his power. So.that he 
fought his battels with pleaſure; I ſay, 
with a rationall delight : for this never 
failed him, And he was wont: to ſay ; 
that to whomſoever God gave rk 
| gat; 


= = 


ipht, he had; as they ſay, taken him al- 
wn out of his'ſ\wad ling-clouts, 
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CHAP. XXV., 


of the Prayer. of Gregory ; 41 what 
time,. and with what Exerciſes, it 


I Have many arguments and reaſons to 
aſſure 'me;' that Gregory began to 
uſe Prayer as foon as he had the uſe 

of Reaſon: T' could likewiſe colle& it 
from ſome diſcourſes we had upon this 
ſubjeR, and from other conjectures, that 
ſeem undoubtedly to confirm it; as his 
telling me, That God had calted him very 
early : That he had never bin a Child : 
That he never went a flep back,  Whence 
may be gathered, as a thing very mani- 
feſt, by reaſon of his moderation in 
ſpeaking of himſelf, and his warineſs in 
making known his good things, that he 
intended to fignify, that he had always 
uſed Prayer. ' He told me, that, when 
he was a litle Page in the Court, he uſed 
Mental Prayer, and went on errands 
with the ſame peace, as he did at that 
N 3 time, 


1 Thodfrof ferepary Lapen, Ch.zy, | 


time.;/ wh 4 was fix/\Years before he 
died : and;that he did not lofe this 
though Dakes, and Earles paſſed by, and 
dr things, uſual in the Court ; and 
that he perliſted in his Prayer, notwith- 
ſtanding this noiſe, as if he had bin in a 
Mountain : though afterward he went 
on by exerciſe ſtil]- perfetting both' his 
Prayer, \and. quiet. .\If therefore at 
Twelve Years old he had attained fuch 
pence and quiet in Prayer, it muft be 
uppoſed: that be began to /pray- ſome 
years before he arrived to this ſtate and 
degree. And,.ift the years wherein he 
d the uſe'of Reaſon, to /the timethai 
e went. into the Wilderneſs; were-but 
few, we may ſuppoſe them emploied/in 
the exerciſe, of Prayer x eſpecially if it 
be true (as. we haye heard; it is) that, 
before he canie to Court tobe a Page, he 
lived m Nati arre with @ Hermite Sis 
Years; as hath bin ſaid inthe beginning 
of this Book. 
| Theſame may alſo be canduded from 
the great courage God gave. bim in the 
Cowrt : for, though he {tdyed there two 
or three Years, wherein are preſentedſo 
many impediments in the way of God, 
et he had ſtrength to go- throngh dll, 
without ukeriag his good IIS 
NOW, 
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Now , ſuch valour and zeal is ſeldome 
gotten, but by a long practice of con- 
verling with God. + The rather, becauſe 
when he came to New Spain he was but 
Twenty years old ; yet he came ſo far 
advanced in Mentdl Prayer , that he not 
only endeavoured to uſe it for a " 
tne together in the day, but continue 

it  fountymes travelling, otherwhileg 
writing. omtimes talking. And he told 
me, that, for the better attaining this 
Prayer, as ſoon as he came to Mexico, 
be failed a Lene with bread and water, 
ig the houſe of Lewss Zepara, with in- 
tention of begging of God aſſiſtance and 
favour to employ him ſo, as he might. 
belt ſerye him, and wholly devote him- 
ſelf to his Divine Majeſty, It is evi- 
dent, that ſuch ſolidity and maturity of 
Vertye could not, ordinarily, be gotten 
@n the ſudden, but by long exerciſe of 
Pxayer, Add hereunto , that Gregory 
was got, moyed to theſe ſo great works 
by remorſe of Conſcience, or the fear of 
Hell, but God led him always by ways 
of Love. . And what greater figne of hjs 
long and ſettled Vertue, andof a firm 
Love, than the. coming to the. [ndies, and 


pang through the richeſt places there- 
of, whi 


were Mexico, and Zacatecas, 
8 4 the 


the Country being in 'the greateſt pro- 
ſperity for riches and honour that ever it; 
was, and he having, as is faid,fuch parts; 
for the acquiring, and enjoying this 


World's 'glory ; notwithſtanding all 
this, iti his Youth, ſo early to renounce] 


all theſe vanities, to put himſelf in ſack 
cloth, and retire into the'Deſert, that 
ſo God there might go on cabſing ſpiritu- 
al improvements in hjs* Soul; - as', he 
told me, he had received to thatpreſent 
time ? Which, without queſtion; were 
much increaſed in Prayer, and Devoti- 
on. Beſides, 'the Divine Majeſty , the 
firſt day he Ted him into the field in the 
Deſert, laid upon his ſhoulders one of the 
heavieſt burdens, and the difficulteſt Ex- 
erciſe in all the Spiritual Life * as 'in the 
enſuing Chapter ſhall be ſaid. And, 
ſince God layert on a load proportiona- 
ble to ones ſtrength, the greatneſs of this 
evidenceth to us the Vertue of this Yong 
Man, Which being ordinarily gotten 
by tract of time, and holy Exerciſes, we 
may eaſily conceive that he had ſpent 
thoſe Twelve Years, wherein til{ then he 
had enjoyed the uſe of Reaſpn, in acqui- 
ring ſuch Vettue by means of Prayer 
and converſe with God ; that! when; he 
came to one and twenty Years of age, he 
L hy | might 
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might be fit and able, as Tkig ſome way 


it] exerciſed, to bear the Yoke of God, that 
;| afterward it mightgo well with him: AC- 


cording'to' that- Bleſſing pronounced by 


| the Holy Ghoſt , which he recited very 


often : T ſhall go well with the man, that 
from his —_ ſhall carry the 1 ok, of God, 


*| Lam. 3 


He Gig not tell me in particular thoſe 


| Exerciſes of Prayer; which he uſed inthis 


firſt Years; becauſe, as we ſaid, he never 
related things concerning himſclf, ex- 


i- | cept on a probable occaſion of benefiting 


his Neighbour. But I have ever believed 
as moſt true and certain, that the foun- 
dation; and'entrance unto this courfe was 
Chrift our Lord, 'fince He nwſtbe the. 
entrance to'thoſe®that 'begin well ; and 
wehave likewiſe heard from' him ſuch 
good: Meditations on' our Holy Faith, 
and on' the Life,''and Death of our Ris 
deemer , - Eſpecially concerning his *7#- 
fancy; and Childbovd, done with'ſo much 
devotion, and ſpirit, as gave fufficient 
proofs'of his long uſc and practice in this 
kind of Meditation. / Thoſe were admi: 
_ which heſhewed me thefirſt year 
he livedat Guaſteca, on this SubjeR, Vihd 
eſpecially thoſe concerning the moſt #7o- 
ty Vatgn Mary, oor" Lady, Andhei led 
elle 
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. ſelled:thole that defied to profit in theſto.0 
Spirviual Life to Vepeat the Roſary within - 
devotion, and to uſe all diligence t6 be«|Slax 
came very devour Diſciples of this grest {ig 
K4:freſs of Sandtity. ” 


| — _ — 


—_ 


[pired him to" uſe in his retirement 
nd. ſolitude , ang the benefits be 
reaped thertby. / 


(342 went forth into the Ficld (a 4 


; he called uz) of the Wilderneſs g 
> ; month. or two yader One and | 
Twenty years of age, ay; nearas | could 
gather. Concerging,his manner of Praye [lc 
cr, I can xclate ſomthing of a certainty, 

- fince he could not conceal all from me 
for the ſpace of Eighteen Years wherein 
I converſed with him. | 

The firſt Prayer, he uſed there was 
thoſe famous words; Lord, brre 1 ps 
forth arty 30 ſerve you ; und not to have 'rer 
ard 36 my ſelf : in the form above re- 
ted. For he intended. no lowriſhing |- -- 

complements, but with thefe fer weagds | 
| t0I:- 


s gh - -% +> wo . #4 F - A —_ W——- 
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i Ferkr, thereby: rehting himſelf his 
ve, tte all his kebourant gains 
wel fy und:to-his Lord'z and this' he 
termed, the not having regard to pſu 
for that in all his wprks he reſolved to 
zime_ pohly at the Gdory of God. The 
Almighty acceptctd. an Offering | made 
with :{o- good 'a- Will; and the Divine 
a Wiſfave hereupon undertook » the 
nf charge of gory's Maſter, teach- 
7 ing hiw ticks hccedraadics: The 
®* [ſecotd Exerciſe of Prayer, he gave him, 
was thoſe words z Friar voluntas| ina, 
ſame 5 Clo, ef m Terra. Amoi Feſia : 
(as [hereby in{tructing him in the ſame Pray - 
$$ [exr, wherein he had inftructed jc 
nd Apoſtles. And: by this Pra 

1d |hitn- for: an Exertiſe one of che che high 
y- [|cfſons;” and moſt difficult to cates; 
ys |contaiwng in tall: the doftrine of con- 
me | forming our Wills to God's, which Spiri- 
43 |tual perſons term Reſignation” and this 
notin a mean degree; but in the'h -»o 
perfection, that thoſe words impor 
wit,” that there be fach IE 
&-Fthe/Divine Wil on: Earth 

ſerved, and practiſed in Heaven,” | 

'It-is very remarkable, that'the DE 
| Fae Goodneſs would have Gregory bes 


ſtow 


br up himfel 6, 0th ts [the 


d 


«4 ond ad þ ". _ 
” Me. I» Mx 
Þ» *s 7 4 ——_ _ < . 
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ſow'as' much time!:inithis'Exerciſe;-agſ tio! 
our | Lord Chriſt ſpent-in'p _ | no! 
Goſpel ; For all Tat. portechoi of "is 
holy Dodtrine', cohfilts-:in': the? 
practiſing of theſe words, i > 21119] a 
The diligent and amorous Diſciple:en«| age 
tertained this Divine Prayer; and Lefſon| ſul 
with: ſuch alacrity-and courage, thatfor 
three Years together /(a/thing deſerving 
admiration) © without; tiring, or forget 
ting, he repeated them mentally as gften 
as he hreathed; when-ever he was awake, 


inCelo,' & inTerra, "Amen Feſm. And Me 
he told'me, that after d years time, (he thi 
- did notobſerve his reſpirations for theþ 1 1 
exciting his Memory toithe: ſaid words'; 
but the reſpirations / now! ſerved only: to 
mind him for 'the makirig/ more;intenſe 
and fervent As; 'i Ahd'1-have likewiſe] T0 
heard/him ſay; that;,- unleſs he made| SP 
thoſe Acts with Spirit and Devotion,] ©: 
(though otherwiſe he continued to:make| ſp: 
them) immediatly at that inſtant the'De#] ligr 
vil affaulted -him- with. a multitude: off wa 
Temptations. - And he:alſo told me;that| dey 
at this time, through the many tempta-| MM! 
wat tions 


bows” : » 4 = . W. &- a S.. | a -_ 
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gg] tions that overwhelmed him, he' could 
| not take a Book into his hand : 'theſe 
wig] words alone ſerved him-for a Book;. and 
ea for inſtruction ;. and therewith, as with 
119] armour of proof, 'he defended himſelf 
en«| againſt his enemies, and vanquiſhed and 
Ton ſubdued them, © ' Having thefore-: tried, 
for] and by experience found the great effica- 
ing] cy of theſe ' words, he counſelled many 
et-] perſons to repeat them cuſtomarily with 
a their whole hearts, 
ke;] During the time of theſe Reſpirations 
his operations were ſo effectual, that he 
nu-| was almoſt always elevated, not minding 
xa-| any thing of this life z and ſuch | was the 
cw] intenſeneſs, wherewith he employed his 
\nd] Memory, Underſtanding, and: Will -in 
hel this Divine Exerciſe; that, though, being 
thel.in it, violent temptations affaulted him, 
dg4| yet after. they were. paſſed over he- re- 
to] menibred them not. - From this exerciſe 
»nſe] of Reſignation, as from a ſolid and deep 
viſe] root, he extracted all his Wiſdome and 
ade Spirit. | : 
1on;| After he had Exerciſed himſelf for the 
akel ſpace of Three Years in this Spirit of Re- 
my ſignation,his molt wiſe Heavenly Maſter 
» of] was pleaſed to advance him to another 
that] degree of Perfeftion, and byr an interi- 
pta - our-Act he taught him, kow the ſummi.of 
[ON$ | Per-. 
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PerfeQion in this life confifted inthe}: 6 
| pradtiee and obſervance of thoſe wordgy $tI 
” ©" Thou ſhalt love thy God with all thy bear = 

and with all thy /oul, and with all thy mi j 
and with all thy ftrength 5; and thy Neigh | - 
bowr, 4 Thy ſelf + that he muſt ever be; 

ractiſe this, employing all his rengeh| m4 
rein-z with one Af, of Love loving for 
both-God, and his Nezghbour, imitating] $*« 
thus God himſelf, So that he forbare| ita 
the repeating ſo often, as formerly, that 
Ad of Reſignation made in ſaying 5 Fi 
8t voltntas tha, ficut mitelo, o& interrs, 
Amen Feſw : becauſe, ag he ſaid himſelf, 
' this frequency of Acts would rather hin- 
der; than further the continual Act of | 
Love,' in which his Soul now was., For 
the ſame caule he omitted other Medita- | 
tions, and exteriour exerciſes, whichhe | 
formerly uſed, that they might not di- 
vert him from his continual Act of Zave. 
This Exerciſe Gregory endeavoured ' ts 
putſue and practiſe with the ſame forti- 
tude, as he had done that of Reſegnarion, 
yea rather. with greater; for, now his 
irength was increaſed. So that within 
2 few years he became ſo experta Lo- | 
ver, that, he told me, it. ſeemed avery 
| difficult thing to him to forget, even fot 
4 . witort ſpaceof time, this divine _” 
v9 E 


onh 
ing 
ing 
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| xextupting it, he did eat, and alk, ond 


| he 


| lovidg/ his Nei 
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po ay other ations, Whether of 
d, or Body: 
_ With this heavenly emploiment, he 


Las er] began to read the Bible 'more than fſor- 


merly, which ſortimes he read.three ox 
four hours in a day. And from- this 


great Love of God he got that under- 


ltanding of the Holy Scroprre + Hence 
acquired an excellent gravity, and 
moceration in his words, a rare pru- 


| dence and diſcretion in his anſwers, and 


counſels , that equality- he obſerved. in 
bout, and Himſelt, 
wherein he was fingular : for, in all his 
ood works he ever accounted-himſelf 
ut as' ore member of the reſt of the 
World; and as much deſired to obtain 
mercy for them, as for himſelf, | From 
hence alſo proceeded his great purity of 
heart, and in Prayer liberty, and domini- 
on over his enemies, and a ſevere morti- 
fication of his Senſes. Now, in pray- 
ing, he did not Iabour with ſuch violence 
and force as formerly, bot by a more re- 
fined and delicate A ; leſs ſenſible, but 
more perfect. In this manner he went 
on inetcafing ' every day in perfection z 
and that m ſuch ſort, that divers — 
| a 


L Ny , = - F 
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_ alperſoiis were deceived-in their ſeein 
him addifted to, and terſedingother Sc 
ences, and'Arts to ſuch-an eminency, and 
exacneſs ; iniagining,that this diverted 
him from Prayer. - Yet it was ſo far from... 
- that; that in his laſt years he attained h 
fuck a high degree; thathe told me often, | 4 
his Infier Man did wotk,; without impar-J #7 
ting ought to the Outer. and that he 
how reduced not the Conference he held 
with God unto Mental Words, but. t6 
another language, which, certainly, was 
no other than that of high affeions. In 
fine, by means 'of this Exerciſe he ob» whi 
tained that excellent Union with God, the 
which he always endeavoured to 
practiſe, afid thoſe heroicall vertues, 
he poſſeſſed; and, to fay all ina word, fed. 
with this there abundantly flowed- in up-ſto « 
on him all good things. ed 


, 
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ied [7 7e Spirit of Gregory is forther evi- 
en, | denced by the Anſwers he made. to 
ar-] to certain Queſtions, 


eld | Have thought fit here to ſet down cer- 
* tain Anſwers that Gregory Lopez bn 
ſome occaſions made, that by them his 
pirit may be ſomthing more diſcerned ; | 
which, being fo very, interior, 'may by 
od, [theſe be the better diſcovered. _. 

to A Religious Man, both ſpiritual, and 
es, flearried, one whom Gregory much valu- 
rd, fed: and diſcovered himſelf to more than 
up-Jto others,, asked him, whether he'afſign-. 
ed certain times, and particular hours of. 
the-day, or night, to quicken his A of 
Love more, or make it more intenſe, in 
iſe it flagged; ot cooled by convetſa- 
- . tion, or doing offices of Charity for his 
"Neighbour, and the comforting ſuth, as 
ame to confer with him? He anſwer- 
td; He had no ſet times, nor needed any ;. 
\ i Bbecauſe there was no created thing, that 
AP111;fturbed, or cooled, him; ſince his interior 
: operation was alway: in its TI 5 for, 
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he had almoſt made it natural to him: thi * | 
he never went back, from the perfettion E 
that Onion, whereto. God had admitt bi 
him ; but wen: always forward : that fre ar 


this Uirion be had gotten woatforver if © 
knw 3 for God had "always bin his M4 © 
ſter, and not Books : thongh it was 4 gr th 
C01 ſolation ro him to ſee thoſe things 'w be 
ten 51 Thaulerus, and Rusbrochius, whiq -Þ: 
vine Lord had communicated to iis Spirid © 
and he was” never. ſatisfied With con .N 
'mending, and exrolling the Spirit bf" -2 
Hol y Mother Tettſa's Jets. + 3 

Another time being a3ked'by the'fa q bi 
Religious Man ; o"_ H; .you Were a Prith IE 
what would you lo ? e anſwered ; ; 1 £0 
1 do now, "He ret ied, How * won 


you prepare \ your ſelf 'to ſay Maſs ? *F 
Lu As 1 do iow, 'He asked h 
further: : "Arid" how wotla you 'rnalf #7! 
your  fanituto's 4 He -utiflered' "i Lic 
uſt ſo as I do aliyays. Adding 
were ſure to dy within theſe Jl Et 
would do pathos more than 29s 
a n10w eflualy, iving'to God all" 
have; aid more I tahnot give him, uf 
of bis mercy, he beſtow os mie.” 
On this occaſion the 
.Han(obſerving that at certa 
the Soul is tokitg God "with : 
fa 


age it in, Lord i. l 
pi, ph get Uh 

ſpace to. an hejght' of PEE tion, | Irv: 
ing as it were the curtain that was be 


,j. tween God, and her, and God. ime 


'dilating her, and making her capable of 
things, which ſhe can neither compre- 
bend,.nor expreſs ; and, when.the wobld 


”Y pauſe, and ruminate upon tha t. which 


God bath wrought4n her, the "wy that 
4- now thoſe-favours arc gone, and leave 


4 .only.the affections thereof behind inthe 


Soul) ki him again, whether, after 
db Nie haring rec civentrl like favours, he 


51iA.remembred chem? or, whether his Soul 


1] continued always ,in . that ciglht,. .to 
Which:God.is,wont,to, raiſe. Qr 2 
-+{pace, .as. is)fazd.? He 9 Were, 

i AS. 45 aps | 23 

provi ſuch Gg ole rae 

"neither 45.61 ib T paper, TEYnoer Letts 
£entinue any Jong ti e qu .them : And 
bis be doubted mygh, rmhether there were 
© 4 ay Rd (1ſove..the, oft 
in) that always perſeuered a 
ublimity ef Union, which Ggd is 
bees to.geue.:. though, a. the. ar 

SOE2, Tn uch 4s bis Majeſty had 


#0 him). one; Pighe bn Wa, bs 
he nr free 


( i 96 The ife of Gregory Lopez, Ch 27iÞ'« 

_ © *And;etllarging on this ſubject further, Þ,, 
he ſaid, That Viſions, Revelations, Ex: 
taſies, 41d Rapts were not the top of Per- 
feftion , nox conſiſted. it therein ; though} | 
; of times God is wont ' to give them, * For, || eq; 
> - he works with every Soul according to iti} þje 
Capacity, neceſſity, and diſpoſition ;- ſince} ,1y 
Souls that are perfett, and expert 3n the} fg, 
At of a pure ſimple and perfett Love, need} 
not any ſuſpenſion of the Senſes, for our] g,, 
Lord's communicating much unto them : be« | p, 
cauſe the Senſes do not hinder them, nor| |, 
diſturb the Divine communications, Andl ,; 
he had never had Extaſy, Revelation, or | ©, 
Kape, that deprivedhim of his Senſes ; the 


which Senſes never diſtratted him, Jet 
At another time 'the ſame Perſon diſ- F 


courſed with him of ſome Souls, that at- | .; 
yes! cr peace and inward tranquilli- | p, 
ty, with a paſſive Union, as it were,” and 1, 
enjoying Love, 'which God gave them, 
Gregory anſwered, That ſuch were good 
ſouls, and in a good way; yet that Per- | 1 
feCtion ard Merit lay nor ſo ch in thoſe go 
Aﬀts of enjoying, as it the'Sonl's endea- 
wouriny on her part to employ all her forces 
in loving her God with the perfeBteſt man- 
ner, qa att, that ſhe can\: for, this $f ra- || 
ther doing, than enjoying ; and that i5:74- 
ther enjoying , than workgng, For , the 
; RE: . Soul, 


CY Soy hs. 
* 34 © 


*7*] Soul, that perfetty loves her God, can, give. 
ET, } no more, than (be th 3 nor doth Gad 12- 
Ex. quire any thing elſe : ſince hereon depends . 
our, whole Law, and Prophets. BA” 
gh} As1 was telling him once of how great 
7, | eſtimation and value, and how, accepta-. 
#5] ble to God certain perſons were , that 
"cet always employ [themſelyes in} praying 
for the whole Church: with a great zeale 
ed} of Gods honhour,. and a defire of the Sal- 
vation of Souls, he ſaid, /t was a great 
Perfettion, but belonged to few : and that 
Per} be underſtood, MotherIfabel dela Nati» 
Ind vidad, 4 Nunn of the Monaſtery of the 
1 | Conception i» Mexico, now deceaſed, had 
attained it, To whom alſo, I_hold far 
certain, was ſhewed by Divine Revela- 
tion that theHoly manGregory Lopez was 
as | continually taken yp with this Exerciſe, 
For. ſhe writ a Letter, wherein were 
nd thefe words : 1 am always in the Employ- 
me} ment, in which our Lord hath put me, of 
1 praying. I the whole Church ; as my Rro- 
T-| ther alſo doth, She ſpoke this of Gre- 
' gory 3, and ſhe was a true Servant of 
4- | God,deteſting all faſhood, and very far 
#7] fromany ſuſpicion thereof. 
"| In.this Chaprer have been mentioned 
"Gp" ing , which in the opinion of thoſe that 
#1] treatof and underſtand Prayer, and Spi- 
: : 3 Tit, 


* 
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rit, are-( f6r the confirmation 'ITe 
SanCFtity) above thofe miracutous :"be- I ;;; 
ing more certain'Sipnes thereof, thart Mi", 
kx. ears 


CHAP, XXVIKL 
Of ſome other panitrs of Ptayer 
'o * which hebad, Lb 
petuating that | 


iS Neig Our, 
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a3 od,. when. Ty Cons es © 
*0- tions, appearing again(}" hin,” he 
Ie ced exceedingly, as Huntſmen'do 


x prey, therewith to furniſh their 
aha x; Nor did he only offer- 
the conq ueſts and ſpails of his —_ in 
Serie on to God, Fine alſo the gifts and 
| ren $ wherewith his Majeſty entich- 
ed and : ned him ; making an Obta- 
thereof unto his God, and'Giver,by 
a very Þ rafound Prayer, and very hum 
ble A onled ment, whereby he pyb- 
=} owned him.as the Supreme Good, 
ountain of all good things,and'con- 
| fequently moſt worthy, to whon all 
" » | which we receiye ſhquld. be offered u 
"| So that, in receiving any grace or aide 
| Gre ary preſently with a c Jear light of 
ft, Underſtanding, and great fervour of 
Charity, without taying upon the gift, 
t- | went with it to our Lord, deſiting he 
is | ſhould enjoy all that he had ; with Tuch 
| fidelity did he laye his God. And' on 
=} ſuch occaſions he uſed to repeat that ſen- 
In } tence of the Wiſe Man : Many men are 
| > ftled merciful ; but a faithful man who can 
"ef find ? Prov. 20. 6. 
wo He was wont alſo to offer up. ta the. 
©] Frernal Fathgr the Life, Paſſion , and 
Death of 7eſus Chriſt, by Son, and our 


BG... 
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Redeemer. "Which Oblation he Late q. 
ſomitimes for all. the World, at other” 
times for particular perſons, or things; 
as he underſtood it to.be the Will of 
God. ' And to this Sacrifice, or Spiritual 
Maſs, he attributed much efficacy. Ag” 
I was difcourſing with him thereof one” 
day, he told me, God had in the World 
thouſauds of Prieſts, who. times. 
e this Oblation ſpiritually : and that he 
frdquenied two ſorts of ſpiritual Commun» 
ons, One, conſiſting in an ardent Deſire of 
recesying S acrament all Chriſt our. Lord® 
the other, in an intenſe Deſire of receiving. 
in bimſelf- the Father, Son, and {Holy 
Ghoſt; making himſelf a living, and pure 
Temple of of the moſt "Holy Trinity ; and 

giving It Sr-rh m7 lodging in his Heart, 
hors to live, and abide for ever. | 

I asked him one day, how he did ex- 
rciſe the Love of God and his Neigh- 
our ;, and he anſwered. me; that only 
by repeating certain Verſes of David;' 
ſuch as, Praiſe the Lord all ye Nations, 
praiſe him all ye People.----Bleſs the' Lord 
all ye works of the Lord : 5 praiſe him, and 
glorify him for ever.----+ Let all the Earth. 
4dore, 'and bleſs thee, O Lord. Where- 
with I remained not only ſufficiently i in- 
» ſtrated, but likewiſe much affected wh 
4 0 
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del] fo good's Manner of Prayer, ſocompre-- 
- He hadalfo a great x" yr aa Argh 
our Holy Mother the Church, for its.in« 
creaſe, and for the advancing of the Ho-. 
Catholick Fazrh, throughout all King- 
ne] domes. He prayed alſo with great in- 
41d | ſtance for hainous Sinners; and he ſaid; 
ves | this Prayer 'was very,” acceptable to our- 
he | Lord ; relating-to :this purpoſe. that: 
75» | which had: paſſed betwixt- Samt Catha-: 
of | vine of Siena, and" our Saviour; to wit, 
'S jokes praying to. him carneſtly for: 
hoſe in Mortal fin, heard from tis Dj- 
ly | vine Mouth 5” For: theſe” I intreat thee to. 
re | pray to Me." And he uſed:;with much; 
1d | tenderneſs and compaſſion. to repeat: 
t,. | theſe 'words, when there. was any dif- 
| | courſe of Sinners. | 
K- To the ſame purpoſe, and with the 
h- | fame ſpirit, he related an Example, 
y. | which S. Dionyſim the Areopagiee (in| his) 


| Lo 1 
'3 <. E 


{= [eighth Epiſtle to Demophilus affirms, he! 
5, [heard from the mouth of S.Carpas the: 


4 | Biſhop; towhom God, for his great pu-, 
d | rity and ſimplicity of Soul,” revealed ma-i 
h. | ny things; and it was-this 2: The; ſaid. 
Carpus, underſtanding that a certain I- 
dolater had perverted a Chriſtian, ang 
made him apoſtatize from the Faith ,,. 
O - "grew | 


6 > 


. _—_ 
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growfocincenfod agaivit thamrbogh, that.” 
he carneſtly beſought- Ged-19,take-them.: 


away fromdthe:face. ok the garth, Se Þ* 


to:endure (that: ſuch wicked,memn ſhould. 
live thereinz having doins WAY-. 
of our Lord 'Whereupen Carp looks: 
ing up-to Heaven ſaw Feſus Chriſt-there. 
fitting with. innnmerable Angel: hs 
Saints: then looking do wi:iramedia T's 
on. the: eaxth as it were tarough 'the. 


mouth of a deep: Well; of Riz. be difcor, 


the: pit's brink Read - thoſe: two, 
wicked — gas dey raged 
againlt, ſtaggering as ready.to fall, and 
trembling 4.8 pitiful gzgnner; becauſe 
thoſe infernal Serpents faught'to faſten 
on them, and pull them in. Caxpys was 
told, he ſhould do well te pray for them, 
that they might eſcape thoſe fo dreadful 
torments ; yet he did it nat; but deflired 
God 10 levthem falbinto that Pit. When, 
lifting up his eyes. again to Heaven, he 
faw the moſt Mild 7/45, who, moved 
with pity, roſe up, and offered them his 
Hand to freethem, yea and ſent his An- 
gels alſo to help them; Then, turning 
himſelf to Carpas, ſaid our Lord : 0 
Carpus, [ am ready to ſuffer: again far 
Aden's ſaks. See, whether you wonld like 
| to 


; 


[ro be eternally in thisſane Hell, avd paſt 
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your. life among theſe Ser ents, and Conti-. 
ne deprived of the joys fl God, aud of We 
ſociety of his Angels, and Saints, Bs, 
made uſeof fach Examples, t6, acquire, 
andto teach, this foirit of Feſus Chrift. _ 

He uſed alfo'an amorous.and power. 

fol importinity with God 'by his Pray. 
ers, that his Divine Majeſty would at- 
tract unto himſelf all People, and. Nati». 
ons, converting and cabfog them to cn- 

ter into the Boſome of the Church ; and 

that he would reduce the Fews, and He- 
reticks to the Holy Catholick Farh, 

Which yet he did without ever diliſting 
ftorn that Act of the Love of God, we 

have ſpoken of. 

All his ſolicitude and interceſſion in 
praying for. his Neighbours was , that 
God's Will might be fulfilled in them on, 
Earth, as'it was in Heaven; and from. 
all things he took occaſion to make this 
Prayer, Ifhe heard ſay, that the King, 
for his great Power , and Juſtice, was- 
feared and reverenced, and poſſeſſed his 
Kingdoms in Peace, he Neg turned 
him to»: God, and cried; Thou «rt all- 
powerful, and all-juſt O Lord ; let all fear 
thee, and reverence thee, | and poſſeſs all 
this thy Kingdome in peace, It he Son} 
| tnat 
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loved of his, Sons, 


_ 


en he conſidered how a Gardiner en- 

deavoured that all his Trees ſhould bear. 
fruit, he immediatly turned-him-to the. 
Creator of all, ſaying: Let none of 1 
Creatures, O' Lord, periſh; bat let 4, 
yield theer fruit m ts proper ſeaſon, 
great Wars, and daughters were, I 
ed to him, he lifted up his heart to od, 
ſaying : ' Tour Sons, aud my Brethren, 
whom you fo much enjoyn me to love, ſee, 
Father, how they behave themſelves. And, 
to ſpeak in brief, all the good, and evil 
accidents in the Univerſe to him were 
Morives of Prayer. | 

Several times he told me; that what- 
ever was in the World he ſaw. itall u- 
nited into one point in God., without 
uſing any Diſcourfe. Which mult be by 
ſome great light of C ontempl ation, that 
he received, in certain occaſions : from 
whence ſomwhat may be collefted of 
the ſublimity of his Prayer, and' how 6- 
levated and conformable his Soul was 
with God, fince he had the whole World 
abridged i in his mind, and by ſo ſpecial. 
a light reduced it, all to an Unity, ſo to. 
offer j it unto the' ſame Lord. Ke 


Mage; i 


ſently .ſpake | 
oy to. God ; Pater. —_ F ount am of 
00d things, let-all thy Sons love Thee, | 


He defired rauch that his Neighbout 


ſhould not ceaſe amidſt their external 
1 works to be praying to God; becauſe, 

'being experiehced, he underſtood the 
1 great advanitages contained therein. | 
'| And for this Vertue he uſed to'commend 


the Macchabees, who, engaged in ſuch 
fierce battels, as in the Bucks of their 
Hiſtory are recorded, continued fighting 


with their hands, and at the ſame time 
praying 1n their hearts. 


He uſed an6ther way of prayitig wor- 
thy the learning, and imitating ;. which 
was, that, every time he was to ſpeak, 


anſwer, or defire any thing, he raiſed 


his ſpirit to God by Mental Prayer, im- 
ploring the Divine Grace, that it might 
ſucceed well. To this purpoſe he was 


"wont to relate that which, befell Nehe- 


mias with Arraxerxes ; as. is written in 
the ſecond Chapter of the Second Book of 


. Eſdras. For., when, that . Great Mo- 


narch asked his Cup;bearet Nebemias, 


'what,it, was that he deſired, the Sacred 
' Writ ſaith,” that, before he ſpake, He 
"made his Prayty to the God's 


f Heaven. 


AWhereupon he obtained of the Kay all 
. | thathe requeſted, | 


He was exceedingly devoted to the 


' Pate? noſter, becauſe he was taught it 


by 
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Ch.z 


by. our [or ; and her 
by*: je) to-moſt 
"annexed theſe Words, As in Heaven, fo 


4a Earth : as when it 1s ſaid Hallawed be | 
thy Name ; he added, As 37, Heauen, ſo| 


on Earth. For, hereby. he ſhewed the 
Zzealche had of God's Glory. And, as 
.many Servants of God, to attraRt others 
t0,goo0d, and. excite them to God's ſer: 
vice, do wtitc Letters, go,Journics, and 
perform other pious works, Gregory, it 
ſtead of thefe offices,. - when he would 
help any one, .and relieve. him . ih any 
pecelſity, betook him preſently. to his 
Far, to treat the buſineſs. with -Qur 
.For he well knew,.that the ac: 
"oompliſhmentsf all good was to deſcend 
from Him : and  by- this means he 
' wrought workderful effects; And, he 
'zold me, Jt i much. beter 7 n hrs 
1with God; than with. Men. .. 
- who. agked his counſel. 22-4 ji wri- 
_ ting, he anſwered, thereg rerasbe judg- 
\ ed neceſſary for their x 
-.\ry of God ;, $0. whom he.r ren cd thanks, 
pe he had, likewiſe, in his ay burch: Per- 
\ ſons, -who, by theſe exteriour ways allit- 
td their Neighbours: 
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of the Minor of bis fibitation; and 
Manſions» God. . 
q Have deferred, asmuch as 1 could, the 
writing of the Manner how G#egoky 
lived in\'Ged,txpeRting.always agtcatcr 
alight from his divine ſpigit,; we my Hg 
'|deckire a —_ {0'1fRPQFeBt., - 
ner was not(/by Exr4ſi#s,; or Rapts-<, * 
' his Unioneverſeemedto-mo't =o 
ofinge his Will with-a greavintenfion, dif- 
engagement and nakedneſs, looked quly 
at :God:; and this' kind-of Union, was 
munifeſtlydiſberned by-the great fruitsit 
always leftin/him. 
' This canſwn, niethinks, $2" call 
»by no 'other-Name, -ithan a; Transforma- 


-+to#irito-God # becauſe-theiSonl-in this:e- 
Rae istwhidlly ont ef-irſelf, -and: who 7 
!jt1? Gd; -atebiiding/to--what the: 
TTwid +1 7dive,, yer! alp -ot-4, ,. bu, il 


 toveth'in ime ; Gal-2/-20, Ando jts, 


tharall-we; that beheld his Exife; and Per- 


' ſon,”ever thought him a-Rypreſemation 


of way ; and TPO PIRSOIO, 
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A Man ered | Cracified fo the Werld :' for | 1 
he eſteemed only the Life Spiritual. Ja! 
Whereupon, -when very Spititual Per- ! S 
ſons diſcourſed with him," he invited® 
: them to. ſuch..a Transformation, uſing 7 Jan 
thoſe Words of S. Fohr, ave thetz © ay 
power, to be made the Sons of” Gong to theſe," 
that believe in his name : who are not beyy © 
| b of fleſh and blood, tor of the will of Man, © 
t.of God, Fdi'1;12, 13) AndI am! bay 
dent concerning this Transformation Q 
Gf Fegory* init6'God 'thatit was ever a Þbat 
, Me much approved by all'the Spiritual f'S 


he 


en that converſed withhirt, av 
'Tn this Traniformation; which I call Jheig 
Vinllediate Union, many uſe.to have a Life 
great Spititual*Foy, which isrermed Fr, Pf t! 
"tion 5 uſe Perſons thus advanced.” by 
' ave notfor ſome good tinieTo much of * 
Pain, as joy ; being raiſe(/by God, with- * Uni 
' bht their own labour, to tharmoſt happ py {nol 
eſtate." And thisis that ' whichvis called * hot 
the Spiritual Union. 'There-they are ſo u 
as it wete . paſſively with'God:; 1 ſo Jocca 
term it; becauſe; ith itbe t#ue, that [Yea 
inthat Union'the Soul always att, yet Jſcen 
' this is not ſo much by way of inquiſition, der( 
as 'of poſſeſion': for, it-exerciſes. not ſo Fit be 
much the aCt'of defiring, as/ that of pol. cho! 
feffing arid enjoying. of "ay 

s 
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kind of Lajon i no! 
a4 tl Rs ever. had, from the hed 
r. [that he went into the Deſert , for our 
ed Lord did not' beſtow himſelf ſo -abun- 
Ee on -him, that. he did riot 
day defire Him rhore. . And therefor 
"he entertained himſelf not ſo. much i in 
Yo enjoying what mggiren bon _, as in 
the niew defires of! fi 
wt day nearer joyned toGod. _ 
in | Saint Dionyſus the Arcopagire ſaith, 
a \|{bat his Maſter H7erorheus had the ſtate 
al Jof dura Re 97 9 and. Fruition, which we 
Jhaveſ, and puts it down as the 
xff Þheighth bf f Perteior attainable in this 
a Life. And all the Contemplatives arc 
of the ſame opinion; which was the on- - 
Cf reaſon that Hierethins had. the Sir- 
of Jhame of Divine given hini... For, this 
by [Union makes the ſoul one with God, find 
noſt Jike to the Dvviniryz which doth 
F hot work with toile, but ftuition.. . This 
'e Aſo univerſal -an opinion I. 6n divers 
© ;Joccaſions told Gregory of, above Fifteen 
it” [Years before his Death : and, though it 
t [ſcems he had experienced i it. (for heut 
1, [derſtood it yery well), yethe accounted 
© Fit better for himſelf,. and more:willingly 
C. choſe, the ſtate of Aion, and to-be al- 
Ways loving God; and his Neighbawn; las 
P bouring 


jet 
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dourteayitticeeta day apy 1% "and he 
ſaid, Gaz bax picks be Exerciſe xorciſe ai h 
dbs beſt, avd-vhar be was t0 uſe all bus ferces| : 
not to quit it for whatever delight, or fra 
#30u, | For he could not. conceive, how} h 
in this life ' that ſhould be more perie&}; x; 
which had leſs ir lr yr this Lo C 
enjoyment partici not ſo mauc 
roi ney * Bot ff leave this Doctrine| 
for the Learnedto decide, aod pron 
my-Mmtent; © 
The Transformation into:Chriſk, \ 

I perceived Gregory had, was an _ l 
Love, "whereby ic dared to follow hi 
in his Life, and imitate him in his La} 
bours, and Croſs. For, it is a thing wel 
known, that the moſt holy Life of ow: 5, 
Lord /Feſis Chriſt was a lively Patternj bo 
that we, imitating him, ſhould all of wsÞ# + 
ef the VVill of his Zreruel Father ;|' 1, 
and ſo he'faith; 7 came mor to domy own" hi 
will, but my Father' s, Jo. 6. 38, And ig]+ ax 
another : So I muſt work zhe works of fc 
him, that-ſent me, whsl ſt ut is day. Jo. 9441. o1 
Ic is-alſo weltknown, that theLife'of our] v 
Good ſus from his Birth to his Deathy|- { 

asa continual bearing-the Croſs of our]! q 

ns, working on it 'ob6r Redemption;zÞ. 4 
and-ſo-his-whole Life was a: ſuffering off, w 
labovrs.- - In theſe then Gregorydeks eas af 
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bi 10: jmitate Chrit, -and. in fhem did); 
4] therefore in his life be hadllitle of fruigi- | 
* on; and joys,'and much of ſolicitnde,and 

- crofles. - It ſcemslikewiſe, that this not 

- having - many ſenſible guſts may "be 
reckoned-a"Priviledge, and patticular 

tÞ Gift-of God; ſince, without theſe carefles, 
5 his Majeſty beſtowed on him that, which 
ineÞ he uſeth to beftow on thoſe that.have 
# them : as maybe ſeen by the Light , 
Wiſdome, Fortitude; Perſeverance, and 

| all the other divine Gifts, he poſſeſſed. 
= Hereby alſo it is evident, that God'al- 
ab ways conducted him by manly ways : 
l- fince thoſe'delights God. uſually beftows 

F on his Frietids uponthe entrance of their 
journey, when they begin to dy tothe 
things of this Warld,and ro live in God; 

* than ke. brings them. jnjo his Wine-Gel: 

'5| lar, giving thera a-taſbof his. winez; thoti 
"1 helingmga to-tham lomelight, and! joys 
+ asa pledge andearncht of that, which is 

ſ] for them-in Heavenzthat they mpy 
|. on with courage, and-perſeverance.5ut, 
whenthey are now advanced ,and grown, 
{trong,he entertains them with-an higher 
 ourÞ' degree of Charity, which is to ſuſfer.and 
5]. dy for their Belpved.;, Of both' which 
2 off, we: have. cxample inthe Holy 4poſttex.c 
Wy afid-whocver ſhall bave read attenively 

- PÞ 2 what 


thing: notorious, and evident to all us 


who converſed with him, that this ſo in-' | 


tenſe an Exerciſe of loving God with all 
his ſtrength cauſed'all thoſe weakneſſes, 
pains, and ſickneſſes in him; and he well 
_ perceiving this in hirmſelf went on dyirig 
chearfully for his Beloved. To this pur- 
fe; relating ſomtimes the great pains 

e had ſuſtained, he ſaid to me ; The m- 
zeriall Martyrdome of Whips, Iron-hooks, 
Fire, and Sword, be it never ſo preat; 
paſſerh away in 4 ſhort time : But, beſides 


theſe, God hath in Heaven Spiritual Mart-. 


Þ of great eninensy, He recounted 
Lives of many Saints greatly honour. 
ed ſufficiently confirming this truth. So 
. he related of Paphnucins the Hermie , 
that, as he was led bound, becauſe he 
was a Chriſt:an, and thoſe that conduct- 
ed him threatned him with many tor- 
ments, 'unleſs he forſook the Faith of 
Feſus Chriſt, he ſmyling at his Tormen- 


ters told them, We Hermites are uſed fo. 
fufer ſuch torments in the Deſerts, But, & 
becauſe both to me, and likewiſe to 


; all 


\ 


#f2 ThrLift of Gregory Lopez. Ch.2g,ÞCh 
what We'have written above will alfo }- 
clearly ſee}, that" this Exerciſe of the- 
greateſt Charity, which makes one ſuffer * 
and dy for his Beloved; was the- whole. 
Eife'of this H6ly Man. So that it was a 


29.7 
all that knew Gregory, it isa thing moſt 
| certain that. he was an eminent Spiritual 
1 Martyr, I will diſcourſe no further. 
| thereof; conſidering the joy wherewith 
| he received his Death ; how without a- 
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ny apprehenſion, and terrour.z with how 


| much greater alacrity he beheld Death 


near and preſent, than Worldlings baye 
amidſt their - pleaſures, honours, and 
paſtimes ; ſaying with the Apoſtle ; To 
me 'to live is Chrift, and death g gain, 
Phil. 1.21. | . 
- So that Gregory's content. lay in ſulfer- 
ing for Chriſ, and. his delight, and Bio: 
ry in the Croſs; ſaying as S. Pexl; Gal. 
6. 14. Far be it from me to g0Y, ſave n 
the Croſs of my Lord Jeſus Chriſt: and 
as the Prophet David, who, ſeeing him- 
ſelf laden with ſo many bleſſings and 
mercics, ag in the latter end of-his days 
God beſtowed on him, began to conft- 
der it, and ſay : Wherew:th ſhall Trecom- 
penſe the Lord for ſo many favonrs,. as be 
bath done me ? Pſal, 115.12. & caſting his 
eyes 0n all that hehad, he found no o- 
ther recompence ſatisfaCtory, but to ſay; 
v.13. 1 will takghis Cup, I will invocate 
his Name : as if he had ſaid,; I will in- 
ternally deſire to drink of the Chalice of 


" hig Paſſier, which I behold , and very 


P 3 well 
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him 


death he fonnd his i ititual delight : for, 
other delight he kev 
bin * faid. alt he uſed to ſay ; That 
Men perfett'; in ſpirit are diſpleaſed at the 
having thoſe guſts, which Beginners do 
willingly entertain, For, a Man is af- 
fronted with the being offered'a Bunch of 
ore, or an Apple, wherewith a ly 
i wry "And he added: ry 
rhe preſent life is not a life of 5oy and r 
bu of ee hr Th, ; 
* 1n, fine", this his rejeRing of Del ts, 
fon theſe ſpiritual, proceededin, 
tolt perfet Pt wn” of Spirit; 
ich God gave him ; roperty 
whttredr is not to defite any irs this bat 
God: for his own fake ; in which” con- 
fits true Charity , and the heighth- of 
Chriftiah Perfedtion : : fo that, whoſoe- 
ver loves God more, .is more perfett, 
whether with, or without , thoſe poſts. 
For, if a poor 'Cobler mending his Shoes 
love God more than a Contemplative, 
(how great fruition ſoever he hdVe at- 


tained) he would be the more perfte&in 
: Chriſtian life. | With 


Pirit of Pyophe- 
' This was. therefore” the Spirit of * 
Grip 291 by this way. did God condut- 
ni is the Dotine taught him by 
Chriſt our Lord; 'in' whoſe pains ah 


t coveted,” as hath 


—— aA... 
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- With this itit:-Gre mainly aimed 
| at he _— nes of Charity, 
| atfiring ever- in hi lfe-e and-labqurs.to 


| imitate Chriſt our, Lord. On. he 
he fixed -his 


eyes, as. onan 
riginal; from [which he] was £0-00py ; 
beſt niay of labouriog :: ſo yieg. with Da 
vid 5 ine eyes ve nlmays. of the) Lord, 
Plal: 24:15. T6:which/purpaſe he, was 
wont wiſely to. apply that > 0m pg” Fi 
wiſe a1avei tes ire it ig head; Excel. 9. 


' £4 meaning, that 'a Wiſe man; alwsys 


bath his e rr ha fag on Clrift," who, is his 
Head.r': For, . fdid he: 'T he Sonl torgbed - 
Foy Love of God 44 like the Matiners 
Needle, which, by being touched with rhe 
Loadftorn, Pands ever pointing to. the 
Northy And ſo 1n Spiritual Men there 
muſt.by adſe this adarirable propercy, that 
i every ple and affawe, they retaine this 
wiclithat ion, and propenſity, of having their 
eyes always fixed on Qhtilt our Lorg. 

He" pleated himſelf much with thoſe 
that did this, - And thereupon, Four 
Perſons, very. Spiritual, and great Ser- 
vants of God, coming to ſee him once, 
and fitting one day at the Table with 
hid}? i8 ſo fell out, that they were all 
bare-headed ; He looked chearfully up- 
on them, and ſaid : Bleſſed be God, that 
ÞP4 all 


a x y 5s ting 6 x3 
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| heads uncovered,” He ſpake with ſpirit, 
and meant, that they were all ſpiritually 


looking 6n' Chriſt, who ig our Head z 
and-who at that'time: was uncovered to | 


them all : and, by the ſignes we diſcern- 

ed; 1hold for certajn, he ſaw the Interi- 
our of thoſe there preſent ; for, as We 
have intimated, many times did 


hink this favour-: 'and,: conſidering: the 


ertue, and 


_ of his Gueſts, 


it t be believed, * they were in a dif- 
porn of having then their = 
n God, his-Holy Man I evet 


concluded, that: he never fight-of 
God, and therefore God never left look- 
ing to him ;' according 'to'that* of Fob': 
God will not'taks off hs eyes from-a juſt 
Man, Job. 36. 7. And by is Divine 

aſpetGod ſo preferved himMhat he ne- 
ver ſtumbled , notwithſtanding all the 
obſtacles, and fnares, the Enemy laid 
fot him ;but freely,and fecurely eſciped 
them, a as hath been ſhewed. | 
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CHAP. XXX: 


_ 


Of the EfieSs of bis Prayer, mY 


T4 


Alrays knew, n: God wrong w wonder. 


lity, he revealed to none Wi extraor- 
{ar tes - for, he neyer told apy 

uch to me, though f fointimate with bin, 
Yet I am certain, he underſtood of the 
things+. which. our Lord - had 
Frrought by his Prayers : : of which, to 
God's glory,l will relate ſome, which by 
$5 means-I came to know, 

In. the Year 1579. at our Lady of Re- 
medies there. came to viſit him a Prie/t, 
much troubled, becauſe he did not per- 
ſevere in the ſervice of God, but, by rea- 
ſon . of occaſions that were. preſented 
him, had - grievous lapſes, and there- 
fore earneſtly requeſted him to pray to 
God fqr him, and counſel him what was 
beſt for him; fince, certainly, he would 
go it, though it were 'to go to. a Moun- 


Tins and be a Hermite, i in regard his Sal- 


vation 


" vation wasno light matter. "To all which be! 
\ Gregory anſwered ” thefe-words ;-#e] 
> on for this « year. ,a nvfey; 67 Mexico. |; 
Whych he uiidefſtanuing, #s" it ought to. þc 
be underſtood, endeayoured to change tha 
this life, and lived with'inmct improve- 7, 
A ment of his Soul. _ Now, this Pris } go- 
# ing once tlio gl the Stitits of 4: an 
bY (for, he ettipldiedhimſdE'hn "work f | ;at 
Charity towards his Net of 3 ad a [in 
Call, arid "*intefionr * gre ut'?6- 

feAting then oh what 


4 
, 


the "Ho! 
had ſaid to him, yet his ce 
it, which Way', Ms he'fould' obfetye | aj 
Interiour RecolleRion. "Ad at the fihfe | 
inſtant (ttirovgh the DiviteMercy)' fuch | 5; 


ſtrength and Courage was piven him/that | 3; 
he went recollete - &d"' through all the ki 
Streets, an > 7 placts avi A 
within hitrſelf; M5 hat by 5p Mm, A 
buſineſs, or rioife was ible err hith 2 
From this Exerciſe, as if he'h&d fot ffty h 
Years exercifed' hitnſelf in; Pray er: © f 

fond himſdalfa'new rmti,” ren, {9 we 1 
altered ff6m what he ws f6nmetly , thit 
- that] very'"iptant all thavghts of the | ; 
1 


Earth fefrHith; and he etffbritdd thoſe of 
Heaven. Eqbftte> 4 cotiplenrents, 
and Viſits (f6r; theſe wet Mey that did 
him furt) ; and all his convene, Ge de. 
ight 


Py 
0. Ir med ia 


4+ of Gre 


[ wC 


& wit) to} 
thGod of his Salyation, Tim- 
he began to be much alone. ex- 


to] cept Charity required of him the. con- 


0: 


I: 
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trary; people diltutbed him no more 
[than if they had bin trees; or rocks : he 
"7 to ule Faſtin 5, Diſciphines,Cilices;, 
od exerciſed him with many Temp- 
tations, greater than any he had met with 
in all his ife-; whereof ſome were inte- 
rior, others exterior : yet the ſame Lord 
ave him ſtrength to defend himſelf, as 
though he. had bin an old beaten Soul- 
dier, and 'ancient Hermite. He began 
ſo to live in Pover PLS ; and , by Gregory's 
rayers God formed in im the Erem- 
bo Life as perfe&, and compleat; asif . 
he had dwelt: many. years in_ the Deſert, 
And,” hat he'mi, t not want any of the ' 
thmgs that uſu y befall Hermes, he 
was almoſt all that Year tempted viſibly 
by Devils, AE Year expired, he went 
(ont h Gregory, whe was then in 
gave. him an. account of his 
Fro 8) had before done.at our La- 
ys of ones: and having bin ſome 
ight days in Pp Ccqmpany tol oli tim, Now 
f be-Year 1s paſt, wherein I was to be an 
Hermite, from hence forward what muſt 
T do? Re anſwered only theſe words ; 
Love 


tetited. "Within NS #1: 
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,0U God. ob your 4 
with this IT Jar. 

returning for Mexico, began. in alon 

_ place that was inthe way to think on t 

aforeſaid words; arid having already: 


point, and thereupon 'went ſomwhat 


had done him; he began to humble him- 
ſelf, and to apprehend,there was in thoſe 
words ſome deeper Myſtery, than his 


beſeech God to diſcover, withoht re- 
garding his arrogance and pride what lay 
hidden therein, When preſently | he 
perceived an interiour ſpeech from God, 
very intelligible, and aiſtinet, which ſaid 
to him; That you may attain the won 4 
God, you muſt diveſt your ſelf of 

are, and poſſe 7; a5, y to all things 0 wo + 
World, © Hereto he offered himſelf with 
I all his heart, to the end the Divine Ma- 

jeſty might conſummate this mer 

him, Immediatly be found in himſelf 
that diyeſtiture and Aiſengagement God 


we 


, the Pri ; b 
s ab 


ſtudied the' matter of Charity, he'con-! 
ceived,\ he underſtood ſufficiently this; 


unwillingly to that Exerciſe ,* to” which 
he had bin dire&ed. But, rpphembring 
how much good Gregory's firſt counſell. 


meaning arrived at : So, he reſolved to 
make them the ſubjeR of his Prayer, and 


v7 SE. 
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an 


"4ſt 


. 


the 


hat” fall off the Horſe, which then he rid on. 
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required of him ; and withall feceived - | 
ah Untion of the Divine Love ;ſo exceſ- 


By this the Prieſt underſtood the depth, 
and perfection of Gregory's counſel; and 


the efficacy of his Prayer : and he endea- 


voured to cleanſe and to dilate his heart 
for the receiving ſuch a favour, and 
made firm purpoſes of following in eve. 


| ry thing the will, and conduct of God, 
| what way ſocver he pleaſed to lead him. 


In that Rapt of Love he continued the 
ſpace of ſeven hours; during which 

d ſhewed him the Fermmes, and their 
oouey. and ſore he made him experi- 
menta yapprevend, and as it were feel, 
and poſſeſs them. This favour left 
in him .a great effeft , which was, 
that for the ſpace of Six Years after 
he was cxtraordinarily | ſuſtained in 
the ſame Love, almoſt always ex- 
erciſing ſome a thereof, and practi- 
ſing thofe Yerrues, God had ſhewn 
him ; and even to this "day, = | 
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Roy rt Years fe ir il 4 
* Cas pears by Do- | upport, and Ralf fon] 
mingo- de Wiloa the PETICEVEFINS,. amic 
Biſhop of Mechoacan all his tribulations 
bis Lerrer to him ſet ang afflitions., cous 
Uo Ei eget in Gate] 
Additions were made WAY. And many 0- T 
to. it nat Ling bejore ther things have-be- las 
the publiſhing 9 7", fallen him - which | & 
which was in A. D. % 
das are. not . here 're- | 9 
| counted, becauſe | © 
- this is ſufficient to ſhew, how. accepta- | t! 
ble to-our Lord the Prayers of this Holy l 
Man were , | ever during the time he | t 
lived in this.Exile. 4 
A certain Perſon very earneſtly re- | +% 
quolting Gregory Lopez. to.undertake the 


| 
4 
charge of him,: that. t advance. in 
' 
| 
| 


_ the Spiritual, Way;he bade him:Go,.Rro- 
ther, for Jeſus. Chriſt is. your , after. 
And preſently hefelt the tyuth hereof in 
his Soul, and-perceived it by the effect ; 
for, he began.to proceed with ſo great a 
difference in his-ſpirit,. as ſecing 1s fron 
blindneſs : immediatly God gave-him a 
knowledge ofhis.own Nothingneſs, and 
Chr beingi ths Verity ſe evidently, | 

ce began tobe quite, another man; | 
acknowledging de Ae So8E _ fd 
avom 
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i He.bath,, ſince that had many. E; 


4, and Rages, whereby his foul gain 
eth, more humility and c ing. _m_ 

A Religious Woman, ol .great Vertue , 
and ſpirit, had an interiour. advertiſe- 
ment of a {ore affliction that would beta 
her. She was cxccedingly troubled 
bereat for the ſpace of eight Months, 
tearing this affliction might prove ſome 
offence againſt God, and therefore, re= 
commended hey felf to the Prayers of all 
the Servants of our Lord, ; ; So, this Re- 
ligious Wong, having communicated on 
the Feſtival of. the Virgin © our, Lady's 
Nativity, being in Prayer had a particu- 

i to recommendHher ſelf to the 
Prayers of the Holy Man Gregory Lopez, 
whowas at that time in Sanita-Fe. In- 
ſomuch as. that ſhe intreated a Gentle- 
man who ſomtimes viſited her; and is 
naw a, Relzgions Man, to go, and delire 
bim to: recommend her to Gad. The 
Holy Men. received the meſſage from 
tlim, and anſwered : /-wi#do-ſo j. let 
ber be faithful to,God, ,and fear 6. 
for, ſbe ſhall not fall into any offence againſt 
him, Upon this-ſhe remained as quiet, 
asf an Angel. from Heaven had ſaid it : 


and things fell qut juſt as Gregory. had 


forcs 


© 258 "7 = ld -- Br + 
Santta-F?, to carry 
- - way went into the Covert of S, Domi- 
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ic at Mexico, to requeſt a certain Reli- 
21s Man of erninent Sanftity that he 
would recommend to God this Religrous 
Woman, his Penitent. The next day this 
Religious Man being at Prayer was rapt 
in Spirit, and ſaw holy Gregory kneeling 
in the Prefence of God, _ 
her; and that the Divine Majeſty ac- 
cepted his Petition with great willing- 
neſs; and told this perſon, that his Ser- 
vant Gregory took  mbch care for her in 
his Prayers, This the Religious Mante- 
lated with much reſentment, atid many 
tears; and afhrmed, that in that Yofior 
' hecame to know Gregory Lopez; for he 
knew hini not before, The Reliprous 
Woman became thence-forward 
devoted to the Holy Man; who at the 
day of his death requited her * for, ſhe, 
owing nothing thereof, _ for four 
days ſpace, a very particular ſentient 
of the Goodnihs of Fed, 4nd how riuch 
ſhe owed to hint, with]a manifeſt diſco- 
very of the deceitfulneſs of the World 5 
and ſhe conceived, that for certain Gre- 
gory had obtained her that favout 
fom God; becauſe he was hi if 
lad ea- 


Gentlenian going to. H 
this meſſage, by the 


praying for . 


* 


FJ Heaven enjoying .his Divine 
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Preſence. 
There, was a Prieſt that bare a great 
affeion to the Holy Man, and who fol- 
lowed his counſel and direCtion in the 
way of Prayer ; him God had done cer- 
tain favours, in the which he took ſuch 
content, that in the enjoying thereof, he 
neglected any further advancement in 
the Spiritual Way. Grego: y, ſeeing his 
manner of procedure; alledged that Sen-. 
tence of 1/aias; Thou haſt found the life of 
thy bands, and therefore thou haſt ' not 
asked, If. 57..10. With the which-God 
much - opened his eyes, to walk with 
| more diſengagemient of. his Spirit, and 
to plunge himſelf into that vaſt Immen= 
ſity. of God, without attaching his heart 
to ways of his own; or alſo to thoſe fa- 
vours, with which God otherwhiles 
had conducted bim; For, he endeavours 
ed to ſtrip himſelf of all things whatever, 
to be, thus, the more diſpoſed to obey 
on all occaſions the Divine Will; and not 
to make a ſtop; in the Spiritual Way 
' receiving hereby much improvement 
both for himſelf, and for others. - - © 
A Yong Min, of very good delires, 
grew much giſquieted for four: or five 
Months, and the principall cauſe of .his 
diſquiet was the not knowing what ſtate 
of life to chuſe, for his Salvation, Here- 
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vaint®d ſome pious and de- 
voutPerfons, deſiring them to pray for 
him:z- and; when none of theſe means 
ſerved:to calme his ſpirit, in this diſtreſs 
he remembred him of Gregory Lopez, 
and wentto-Santta-Fe to viſit him : now, 
though he:wasa Yong Man, without de- 


rence,'that, notwithſtanding Gregory was 
of ant humble aſpect, and in a poor habit, 
he ſaid, 'he bad never in all his life ſeen 
a man, that rendred him both interijorly, 


that it ſeemed tohim that he ſaw in his 
look forathing more than Humane. He 
him- to recommend him to 

God; that his Majeſty would vouchſafe 
himilight, to-.chuſe that State, wherein he 
might do him moſt ſervice : and, upon 
Gregory's ſaying only, Reſ# your ſelf con- 
remed, for I will recommend you to God ; 
tis ſpirit was calmed, and the foremen- 
tioned. inquietude never returned more ; 
which-he attributed tothe Holy Aſar's 
Prayer : and, chufingthe ſtate of P?rie/#- 
haod he died in very good repute for 
Vertue and Santtity.. He affirmed alſo 
' uponoath; that, going at other timesto 
Gregery, & acquainting him with ſeveral 
temptations. of his, he always return'd 
+00S very 
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pending upon any, yet the meer behold-. 
ing of him imprinted in him ſuch a reve- | 


an .exteriorly ſo much compoſed ; and- 


very 


— 


"him by the Prayers of Gregory, 


= 4 


| ch ſatisfied and comforted, kc; 
Another perſon, very well affected to 


| Gregory, went Where'he was,andthe firſt 


night ſuſtained divers and very. ſore 
temptations, of which ſtraight, in the 
morning he gave him an account ;whiere- 


upon he anſwered ; 7 forgot ' my jelf la 
night : i ſhall ivy be ſo from nh oy 


-ward : and the nights following he found 


himſelf more eaſed, and with morede- 
votionz which he held for certain befell 


— 
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CHAP. XXXI. 
of the reverence be cauſed in thens 
that looked on him. 


| | T is indeed a thing very worthy of ob- 


ſervation,that a Man, poor,ſolitary, 
and unknown, clad in grey Sack-cloth, al- 
ways bare-headed, and abandoned, as it 
were, ſhould {trike ſuch an aw and vene- 
ration into thoſe that looked on him, 
that, 'though they were people of much 
converſe in the world, yet ſome ſhould 
not be able to ſpeak a word to him. In- 
deed Vertuc and Sanftity do happen to 
be honoured, .and reverenced even by 
thoſe that do not practiſe them, for, 
Good always looks well : and, fince, 
throughour fins, it is ſo rare in the world, 
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and fear 


: 2008 Perſon of quality, and of much ver- 
tue, repaired with a great delire to ſee 
the Holy Man, and to treat of a buſineſs 


of importance, that diſquieted his Mind, | 


and'made him melancholick and ſad; 'as 
ſoon as he came into his prefence he was 
troubled, and ſpeechleſs, fo that he could 
notſay a word to him : os in thisper- 
turbation, and Gregory ſtill "expecting 


when he would declare his neceſſity, he - 


w3s not able for a long ſpace of time ; 
till the Holy Man" lift up: his counte- 
nance, and lopked on him a while (poſh- 
bly, recommending him to God) and in 
the end.caſed his pain, and anſwered his 
doubt, and ſatisfied him in every thing 
that he would have asked, had he not bin 
- ſtruck dumb : at which he grew more 
confounded and amazed, perceiving, he 
had, underſtood his very mind and 
' thoughts by'the divine' light of Prayer. 
So, going forth he related this paſſage to 
another devout Cavalier,thatcame along 
with him, and,asked by him what ſhoyld 
' be the cauſe of that perturbation of his, 
He anſwered ;. the ſeeing ſo venerable 
-an aſpeR,with ſo great mortification,and 
_ *Tpholy & interiour a recolleQion ; arid 
* Fhathe went away aſtoniſhed, becauſe, 
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though it cauſe admiration, 3 


with | 
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| without his acquain 


| ſwer to all that was in his heart, + ©; 
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' There came to ſee him a Yong man a Szu- 
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I'word to him, ſuch a fear and amazement 


4 with him. 


dent, and,before the Holy Man's ſpeaking a 


ſeized his ſpirit, that he immediatly deter- 
mined thence-forward to change his life, & 
was afterward a Prieſt, very retired & ex- 
emplary, continving for the ſpace of thoſe 
five Years that Gregory lived, to conferr 
' AcertainGentleman's Servant came to him 
with a meſſage from his Maſter, & being in 
his preſence was ſeized with ſuch a terrour 
and aſtoniſizment, that he was not able to 
Ffpeak,whereupon going forth he ſaid ; /t is 
one thing to ſpe- k with theſe Men of God; &- 
another, with Men of the World; 1 never 
thonght any man's countenance conld ' ever 
have tronble: me. Not many days after | 
'£oming with another meſſage, and telling it 1 
-me, I asked him, if he would go in, & deli- | 
ver it himſelf to Gregory, he, anſwered me, + -* 
N' Sir,T pray,do you tell it bim:for Idare not. 4 
Another came a great way off to this Vil 
lage of San#a-Fe to viſit him, and, having Y 
heard reports, and commmendations of his 
Sanity, was troubled in his mind that he 
was to appear in his Preſence; but, when he 
approached and ſaw him, ſo great was the 
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"  Interiour Joy which he felt, that, unable toe. 
- conceale it, he told the Zoly Mar whatt®: 
_ paſſed, whereto he anſwered : Give Godf®:.. 
thanks for it... This his Joy continued forfs A 
two days, to the great improvement of hight... 
Soul ; and he ſaid,he conceived,he had ſeen... 
an Apoſtle ; and that, on that occaſion,GodHz-. 7 
gave him ſuch extraordinary ſentiments, ag C. 
he was in no wiſe able to declare, He affirm. - 
..ed, that the ſecond time he ſaw him, with C 
the meerly looging on him, without askingF,, :. 
him any thing, he found himſelf inwardly Kh 
ſatisfied concerning his doubts, For, as] . 
bath bin.ſaid, our Lord had beſtowed this} ©: 
favour upon Gregory. 4 


Theſe (Chriftien Reader)are the Wonders}, 

.. which God wrought in his Servant Gregory ” 
- £+pezz which furniſhed me with matter for F * 
.a larger, and complcater Narration, had [ 
-,not. bin diſcouraged by that want of Devo- 
tion, into. which in our times the Faithfyl 
-are fallen; whom the brevity of a Bodk muſt 
invite to readit ; hereby caufing Writers, 
where our Lord hath bin very liberal in do- 

- ing his Servants favours, to be very ſparing! 
, in rclating them. - Therefore I content my F. 
= - felfwith having given: the Contemplatives Þ} - 
= ,an-occaſion of inferring, from what is ſaid, ** 
»- how many the cxcellencies were, and how þ 
.great the fire of Divine Luve, that enflamed c 
the happy ſoul-of Gregory, fince the meer F* 
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-' hats. The Life þ 
ha Mo: therdos har ſoad, fo. mu 
| \gainſt his will, {by real J continua 
Ivigilance, whereby he [ways proclrec 
Tthat his actions might be concealed frot 
Water 3, and only acceptable OM eye 
: I eſe alone, ] ſay,were ſufficient to make his 
" FLife be accounted for miraculous. And this "# 
Avery juſtly: For, whoſoever confidersthe | be 
aity of our Noun ” reluctance to Ver 
Ftue, and incon practiſing it; and, 
FF withall the ral actions, and perſeve- 
Fverance of Cs, may ye plainly per- 
ceive, that his manner of lite was no lefs 
# miraculous, and is as rarely ſeen as it is to 
raiſe the Dead, & perform by the grace'of 
4 God other like Supernatural works. Now, 
 { ehat fo far' ſorgetring all his contents ; his 
'J'1 "diſengagement from things- of fleſh, and 
| | Þo0d ; Poverty, both interiour, and extes 
"rjour, ſo well obſerved ; his Mortificationz 
and Abſtinences, not only from things that 
& Þ feaſt the Body,burlikewiſe fromthoſe thas <4 
do renew the Spirit, and help in parttode- + 3 
fray the charges of ſuch as Ed in Spiti- | 
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Etoal-Matters; ſuch a. vl Silence ſo * 
Frarely ſeen, interrupted. in 1n"gge times with - 

*Sentences., which*in few: words had ſuch | 
| great effects;a negleting of hig'own conve- 
 niences ſo far, as to haye his mind meerly 
} on God, and almoſt: totally to forget hims 
+ ſelf; a profound Humility, whereby he 
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very very -perfect $ the ſhewing ſo greg 
tion-as never to become. tedious gf 
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ular re enatio t0,:Go4, deſiring rathe 
y on the Providence of his 24ajc/ty, th 
oy Sg Men; the not ſpeaking anidll 
word (a defect ordinary,even amongſt p 
{ons very :perfect ;) the ſhewing ſo great 
tion-as never to become-tediouse 
olfeefive to his Neighbours, yet without 
failing to aid them in their neceſſities ; ai 
Er : SER 6 IE he ſuſtained 
oublefom Pons & flanders 
cure. his rept 
. of the 
H ny he had fomttis Mz 
Glaft 3 laſtly, ſucha pers 
his Spirit; and his 
er, "continued. throughout 
e-of hislife;'- ſo; as hed 
| P laks--places, 'or..perſons d i 
: dong Theſe were all fo'm4 4 
Miracles! wrought -by:God in his Seryal 
Gregory; anddo alſurerys how preya 
his [nterceſſion:1 15 Wks Drusne Majeſty 
that thereby alfo may;procure to imis 
tate his Vertiths by thus more advance 
the Glory oo G4 devotion to the Saunt y4 
- and our owngood+ the 'only thing; | 
Yengond, in vritipg this Book, - Fr villa 7 
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- . > thafght fo baſclyof Hiriſelf, and ſo wellot; 
© allbiſides; ſuch Confidence in, and parti; 
wlar reſignation to,God, deſiring rather tf 
ely on the Providence of his 14aje/ty, thl 
the care of Mer; the not ſpeaking an idle 
word (a defect ordinary,even amongſt x 
tons very perfect ;) the ſhewing ſo great 
diſcretion as never to become- tedious of 
offenſive to his Neighbours, yet without 
failing to aid themin their neceſſities z at 
itwincible Patience, wherewith he ſuſtainec 
fach troubleſome perſecutions, & ſlanders; 
as the Devil invented to obſcure his repu- 
tation; - an univerſal Knowledge of the 
Holy Scriptures, wherein he had forttis Ma 
E Hely Glaft:; Andlaſtly, ſucha pers 
te+Uynion with God in his Spirit, and his 
moſt high Prayer, continued throughout! 
the whole courſe of his'life, ſo: as thatthes 
diveflicy of 'tinits,; places, or. perſons dig 
not interrupt it';- Theſe;were all ſo miny: 
Miracles! wrought by'God in his Servant 
Gregory; and do afſure:us how prevalent 
bis [nterceſſion-is withhis Divme Majeſty 
that thereby alfo we may-procure to imj- 
tate his Vertlths 3. and thus more advance 
the Glory of God, devotion to the Saints 
and our own good = the only thing: that»Ih 
defigned, in writing this Book, - Fartwpell.): 77 
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